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Introduction 

Willie Davis, who was the Ĝrst golf professional to lay out golf courses in North America, and 

Willie Park, Jr, who would advertise himself in the early twentieth century as ̄ the originator of 

the modern system of golf course design,° met during the latter®s Ĝrst visit to the United States in 

1895. In mid-July, they spent four days together in Newport, Rhode Island, during which they 

competed against each other in two well-attended, closely contested golf matches.  

More importantly, they also discussed how to design and maintain inland golf courses. 

As Park explained in The Game of Golf (a book written just months after his visit with Davis), the 

proliferation of inland golf courses in the 1890s was a new phenomenon: 

Until a few years ago, a golf links at a distance from the seashore was a thing seldom 

seen¤.  

[But] as the demand for golĜng facilities increased, it was impossible that the old 

courses could accommodate the numberless enthusiasts who threw themselves heart 

and soul into the game, and as a natural consequence golf links have come to be laid 

out everywhere, very often in places which past generations of golfers would have 

deemed it little short of madness to attempt to transform into a links. 

It has, in fact, been found possible to lay out a golf course over almost any tract of 

ground of sufĜcient extent¤. 

I do not say that a Ĝrst-class links can be made everywhere that golf can be played, but 

a course can always be laid out over which many enjoyable games can be got and on 

which a considerable amount of skill can be attained.   

(Willie Park, Jr., The Game of Golf [London: Longman, Green & Company, 1896] p. 193)  

Park®s 1895 visit to a country where almost every course he played, and where almost every 

course he laid out, was an inland course whose primary mission was to enable people new to 

the game to attain ̄a considerable amount of skill° as quickly and as efĜciently as possible must 

have stimulated Park to reflect on the principles of inland golf course design during his four-and-

a-half month stay in the United States.  

The meeting between Park and Davis occurred at the very end of Park®s visit, during which Park 

had laid out at least seven golf courses ² reason enough to wonder what topics concerning golf 

course architecture they might have discussed. 



 

Ρ 
 

Furthermore, during and after Park®s visit, these two golf professionals effectively collaborated 

on the design and construction in Vermont of what would come to be regarded as one of the 

best private 18-hole golf courses in the United States, and they also seem to have discussed the 

Newport Golf Club®s plans to add nine new holes to Davis®s existing nine-hole course at 

Newport. 

Although initial plans to develop the new Newport course during the 1895-96 winter were 

eventually deferred until the end of 1896, the nine-hole design by Davis that emerged later that 

year represented a signiĜcant departure from Davis®s previous design strategies. In particular, on 

his two-shot and three-shot holes, Davis laid out a route from tees to greens that did not require 

carries over cross bunkers. His new design practice was not only a departure from what he had 

done on virtually every golf hole he had previously designed, but it was also a complete 

departure from the prevailing tenets of penal golf course architectural theory that dominated all 

inland golf course design in the British Isles, continental Europe, and North America in the 

1890s.  

How had Davis come to do this? 

My interest in this question is piqued by the fact that Davis®s new holes at Newport were in 

complete accord with new architectural ideas that Park broached in The Game of Golf.   

The book was published in April of 1896, but Park had probably started writing it shortly after his 

return from New York to Musselburgh at the end of July 1895. Park articulated in The Game of 

Golf a number of ideas that would become fundamental in the modernizing strategies of early 

twentieth-century architects. 

Is there a connection between Davis®s new architectural practices and Park®s new ideas?  

Did they talk about these ideas during their time together at Newport in July of 1895?  

Did Davis read Park®s 1896 book? 

Is the new nine-hole course laid out by Davis at Newport in 1896-97 implicitly a collaboration 

with Park? 
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From the Links at Hoylake 

The story of Willie Davis®s development as a golf course architect begins with the golf course of 

the Royal Liverpool Golf Club on the River Dee side of the Wirral Peninsula at Hoylake, across 

the River Mersey from the great port city of Liverpool (about ten miles from the golf course). 

Here Davis simultaneously learned the game and learned what a golf course was. This golf 

course may have been the only one he ever played before sailing to Canada in the spring of 

1881. It was certainly the only golf course he knew thoroughly. 

In the mid-1890s, looking back on his career, Davis recalled that before he left for Canada, he 

h̄ad been in the employ of Jack Morris, of Hoylake, since the time [he] was fourteen° ² that is, 

since late 1875 or early 1876 (W.F. Davis, autobiographical statement, courtesy of Royal 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤЮÅĲŉĲƖĲĲеЮĦŸůƓĲƣŔƣŸƖЮċŰĬЮĦċĬĬŔĲЮĤĲŉŸƖĲЮƚƓĲĦƣċƣŸƖƚЮŔŰЮŉƖŸŰƣЮŸŉЮsŸőŰЮ7ċũũѢƚЮÅŸǃċũЮcŸƣĲũЮċƣЮcŸǃũċťĲеЮŸƖŔŊŔŰċũЮ
ĦũƨĤőŸƨƚĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮÅŸǃċũЮxŔƻĲƖƓŸŸũЮ]ŸũŉЮ9ũƨĤд 
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Liverpool Golf Club, p. 1). Of course, before Morris accepted him as his apprentice, Davis had 

learned the game as a caddie, as he explained to A.J. Robertson, the editor of Golf (London): 

I was much pleased to see the interesting article and photographs of Young Tom Morris 

and Davie Strath in a recent number of Golf. 

I received my Ĝrst lesson at golf on the Hoylake links from these players and have 

carried their clubs on several occasions.  

(Golf [London], vol 11 no 288 [17 January 1896], p. 401) 

Young Tom Morris Ĝrst played at Hoylake in August of 1871, joining with 

a Club member in a match against his Ĝrst cousin Jack Morris and John 

Ball ² proprietor of the Royal Hotel and a founder of the Royal Liverpool 

Golf Club. Ball happened to be the Ĝrst cousin of Willie Davis®s mother 

(Liverpool Mail, 12 August 1871, p. 10).  

Young Tom®s last visit to Hoylake was in August of 1875 (for he would 

die unexpectedly in December of that year).  

And so, Davis®s Ĝrst lesson at Hoylake from Young Tom could have 

been as early as 1871 (when Davis was not yet 10 years of age), and 

his last chance to caddie for Young Tom came in 1875 (when Davis was 

a couple of months shy of his 14th birthday).  

Davis had more opportunities to caddie for Davie Strath, however, who 

continued to play at Hoylake after the death of his best friend Young 

Tom.  

On the one hand, Strath had struck up a mentoring friendship with the 

son of hotelier John Ball: young John Ball, Jr, who was just two or three 

months younger than his 3rd cousin Willie Davis. Strath and John Ball, 

Jr, played as a team at Hoylake in July, August, and November of 1876. 

Perhaps it was through this 3rd cousin that Davis received opportunities 

to caddie for Strath.  

On the other hand, Strath also competed at Hoylake in a professional 

tournament in August of 1877 (shortly after which his health began to 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥЮòŸƨŰŊЮÑŸůЮ~ŸƖƖŔƚдЮ
ÑƨũũŸĦőеЮÑőĲШxŔŉĲШŸŉШÑŸůШ
~ŸƖƖŔƚеЮƓдЮΤΪΣд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦЮ?ċƻŔƚЮÉƣƖċƣőдЮ
ÑƨũũŸĦťеЮÑőĲШxŔŉĲШŸŉШÑŸůШ
~ŸƖƖŔƚеЮƓдЮΤΪΣд 
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fail because of tuberculosis, leading him to sail late in 1878 for Australia, where he died in 

January of 1879, just weeks after his arrival). 

Although Davis must have played over and caddied over the Hoylake links hundreds of times, I 

can Ĝnd no evidence that he ever played golf anywhere else before he sailed for Montreal at the 

end of March 1881.  

Indeed, there were few other nearby golf courses where he could have played or caddied.  

There was the nine-hole course of the West Lancashire Golf Club laid out at Blundellsands in 

1873. Before Davis left for Montreal, it remained relatively rough and unĜnished compared to the 

Hoylake course, but Royal Liverpool members participated in the new club®s spring and fall 

tournaments from the mid-1870s onward. Davis®s cousin John Ball, Jr, was the most notable 

Hoylake golfer who played at Blundellsands on these occasions; perhaps Davis caddied for him.  

The course was described as a ̄little green,° and it was said to have been ̄gay and animated° in 

good weather. But as late as the mid-1880s, Horace Hutchinson observed: ¯Blundellsands is 

excellent as a relief for the surplus golĜng population of Lancashire, but it does not seriously 

compete with its Cheshire rival, Hoylake° (Liverpool Mercury, 20 October 1879, p. 5; GolĜng 

Annual 1887-88, ed. C. Robertson Bauchope [London: Horace Cox, 1888], pp. 49-50). 

Going in the opposite direction, the Royal Liverpool golf professional John Morris travelled to 

Conway, on the north coast of Wales, in July of 1875 to lay out a 12-hole course which was 

ready for play the very next day. At this time, 13-year-old Davis was a caddie and would not 

become apprenticed to Morris for some months yet, so it is unlikely that he helped Morris with 

this layout.  

In any event, Davis will already have been familiar with Morris®s architectural ideas since they 

informed the Hoylake links that Davis knew well: the golf course had been laid out literally in 

Davis®s front yard.  

In 1861, he was born in the Green Lodge Hotel in front of which George Morris and Robert 

Chambers laid out the original nine-hole course in 1869. Davis was not yet 10 years old in 1871 

when the Royal Liverpool Golf Club extended the original course to make it an 18-hole circuit. 

And when he began his apprenticeship under Jack Morris in the mid-1870s, Davis probably lived 

next door to this hotel in the house called Greenham Cottage, where his mother ran a boarding 
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house in which golf course workers were known to stay in the mid-1870s. Between 1869 and 

1881, a championship links was developed before his very own eyes: Davis witnessed as caddie 

and apprentice the creation, replacement and remodelling of various holes and the addition of 

many artiĜcial hazards.  

Park implied that golf course architects should reflect on how championship golf courses had 

gradually evolved into their present form through centuries of decisions about where putting 

greens, tees, and hazards should be located: 

The laying out of a golf course is by no means a simple task. Great skill and judgement, 

and a thorough acquaintance with the game, are absolutely necessary to determine the 

best positions for the respective holes and teeing-grounds and the situations of the 

hazards. 

It is a mistake to suppose that our older golf courses in their present state are the same 

as when Ĝrst formed.  The original formation of them is lost in past centuries, but we 

know that changes have been frequently made and they really have been the product of 

ages of experience and have, so to speak, been evolved in the course of time. 

At every one of our historic courses, changes have been made again and again as 

experience dictated ² bunkers have been Ĝlled up and new ones formed, holes have 

been shortened and lengthened, until these links have assumed their present state. 

When a new course is laid out, I would strongly advise the promoters to obtain the 

assistance of some one experienced in such matters.  

(The Game of Golf, pp. 194-95) 

Over the course of twelve years, rather than centuries, Davis witnessed just such a process of 

evolution at Hoylake, and, through conversation with Jack Morris, he was probably privy to the 

architectural rationale for decisions made at Hoylake about the location of putting greens, teeing 

grounds, and various hazards as old holes were changed and new holes added. 

Alas, as an architect, Davis was not a writer: he left no written account of his appreciation of the 

Hoylake design and no written account of the principles animating any of his own golf course 

designs. Yet we are not without resources for understanding his ideas about golf course 

architecture. His design principles are implicit in his design practices in the approximately twenty 

courses that he laid out or remodelled: from his earliest work in 1891 for the Royal Ottawa Golf 

Glub in Canada and for the Shinnecock Hills Golf Club in New York to the courses he laid out 

between 1893 and 1897 for the Newport Golf Club and to the course he redesigned for the 

Apawamis Golf Club between 1899 and 1901.  
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My hypothesis is that what we Ĝnd in Davis®s earliest layouts in North America is a material 

expression of what the Hoylake links had taught him about the nature of a proper golf course 

and that what we Ĝnd in certain of his layouts after 1895 is a material expression of what he 

learned from Park about new possibilities for inland golf course design. 
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Hoylake Born and Bred 

Born in the fall of 1861, 

Willie Davis was the son 

of "Inn Keeper" John 

Davies and "Inn Keeper's 

Wife" Esther Davies (née 

Hale) of the Green Lodge 

Hotel (1861 Census of 

England and Wales). The 

hotel was on the eastern 

end of the Hoylake 

common where the nine-

hole golf course of the 

Royal Liverpool Golf Club 

would be laid out in 1869.  

One of Esther®s jobs was to manage property associated with the hotel: 

Hoylake ² To be LET.  

Furnished, a small COTTAGE on the Racecourse, containing one sitting room, three 

bedrooms, kitchen, scullery and large play ground at the front ² 

Apply to Mrs. Davies, Green Lodge Hotel, Hoylake .... 

Liverpool Post (11 May 1861, p. 2) 

The racecourse in question, maintained 

by the Liverpool Hunt Club, was a pear-

shaped track 1.5 miles in length, standing 

between the Green Lodge Hotel and the 

Royal Hotel, the latter of which became 

the first clubhouse of the Royal Liverpool 

Golf Club. Certain features of the 

steeplechase course, such as ditches and 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧЮ]ƖĲĲŰЮxŸĬŊĲЮcŸƣĲũЮƽŔƣőЮƣőĲЮ9ċƖƖŔċŊĲЮÉĲƖƻŔĦĲЮƣŸЮ7ŔƖťĲŰőĲċĬЮŔŰЮŉƖŸŰƣдЮ9ŔƖĦċЮũċƣĲЮ
ΤΫΣΣƚдЮÑőĲЮĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊЮƣŸЮƣőĲЮũĲŉƣЮŔƚЮ]ƖĲĲŰőċůЮ9ŸƣƣċŊĲд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨЮ9ŸƻĲƖЮŔůċŊĲдЮsŸőŰЮÂŔŰŉŸũĬеЮcŸǃũċťĲШÅċĦĲĦŸƨƖƚĲШċŰĬШƣőĲШ
7ĲŊŔŰŰŔŰŊƚШŸŉШƣőĲШÅŸǃċũШxŔƻĲƖƓŸŸũШ]ŸũŉШ9ũƨĤЮё7ƨůƓőƖĲǃеЮΥΣΣΥђд 



 

ΝΞ 
 

inner and outer rails, would serve as golf course hazards until the end of the 1870s, when racing 

ceased on this racecourse. 

When the advertisement above was placed in the Liverpool Post in May of 1861, Esther had an 

18-month-old daughter named Eleanor and was about three months pregnant with Willie. 

On both his father®s and his mother®s side, Willie®s ancestors had lived in the Hoylake area for 

many generations, most of them working as farmers before his mother and father entered the 

hostelry industry. His father John Davies (born 1834) and his mother Esther Hale (1835-1924) 

were married in the parish church of Birkenhead (seven miles east of Hoylake) on 5 July 1858 

after banns had been read.  

Esther was pregnant when they married. The couple®s son Joseph was born a month after the 

marriage (he was baptized 3 October 1858 and then, sadly, buried 3 November 1858 aged just 

3 months). They would have four more children: Eleanor (November 1859-1931), William 

Frederick (baptized 1 December 1861), Sarah Hindley (born November 1864, died 22 June 

1936), and Mary Elizabeth (born June 1867). Last-born Mary was what was then called a 

¯posthumous child° ² being born two months after her father John died in April of 1867. 

John and Esther Davies had probably entered the hostelry business at the invitation of the 

latter®s uncle, John Ball (1804-1887), who had been for many years the proprietor of the Green 

Lodge Hotel where niece Esther and her husband John were installed as his Innkeepers shortly 

after their marriage. Esther®s uncle John replaced them in 1862, however, with one of his 

daughters (and her husband), but John and Esther Davies seem to have continued in the 

hostelry industry ² Esther bravely doing so on her own when her husband died and she was left 

with four young children.  

She never remarried. 

Shortly after the death of her husband, we find Esther and her first cousin John Ball (son of one-

time Green Lodge proprietor John Ball) appearing to coordinate their applications for separate 

licenses to run establishments selling alcohol at consecutive train stations on the same local line 

² Esther at the Docks Railway Station near Birkenhead and John at the Hoylake Train Station:  

John Ball, Hoylake Railway Station, was supported by [a solicitor named] Mr. Anderson 

who ¤ said Mr. Ball®s was not a simple ginship but a place of call for passengers by the 

railway conducted in a respectable manner.  



 

ΝΟ 
 

He put in a memorial from the people of the district in favour of the application ¤.  

Mr. Anderson also appeared for Mrs. Davies for the refreshment room of the Docks® 

Station (Birkenhead end) of the same line of railway and vouched for the respectability 

of the applicant ¤.  

(Liverpool Daily Post, 27 August 1869, p. 9) 

John Ball would become proprietor of the Royal Hotel in 

1864 and would in 1869 become a founding member of 

the Royal Liverpool Golf Club, providing a room in his 

hotel to be used as a clubhouse. His business interests 

were many times more substantial and more prosperous 

than those of Esther, but he seems to have been 

supportive of his cousin Esther®s business ambitions: it is 

likely that ¯Mr. Anderson° was John Ball®s regular 

solicitor and that John had suggested to Esther that she 

should also avail herself of his services.  

Yet whether these two cousins had a close personal 

relationship is not clear.  

Of course, their parents were siblings: John®s father (also 

named John Ball) was the younger brother of Esther®s mother, Esther Ball (1800-1865). And 1st 

cousins John Ball and Esther Davies had boys the same age. Willie was baptized 1 December 

1861 and his third-cousin John Ball, Jr, was born later that month on Christmas Eve. It is 

possible that the future amateur champion and the future pioneering North American golf 

professional became playmates.  

Esther®s 1869 application for a liquor license was not granted. 

Perhaps this setback was why she soon changed her focus from selling beer and alcohol to the 

keeping of a boarding house, acquiring Greenham Cottage East right next door to the Green 

Lodge Hotel (both of which still exist today). This ¯cottage° was a substantial semi-detached 

residential building ² the other half being known as Greenham Cottage West.  

Esther Davies would run her boarding house here for almost 40 years before acquiring a new 

property in Hoylake around 1900 (her new boarding house being located just two blocks away 

from Greenham Cottage).  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩЮxĲŉƣЮƣŸЮƖŔŊőƣжЮѨsŸőŰЮ7ċũũеЮÉƖЮёΤΫΦΦцΤάΣΨђЮ
ċŰĬЮsŸőŰЮĤċũũеЮsƖеЮёΤΫΩΤцΤάΧΣђдЮ9ŔƖĦċЮΤΫάΣд 
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And so, at the 

beginning of 1895, 

Greenham Cottage 

was the home to 

which Willie 

returned when, 

after fourteen 

years in North 

America, he came 

back to Hoylake to 

visit his mother 

and single sisters 

Sarah and Mary in 

their thriving 

boarding house. 

We know that employees of the Royal Liverpool Golf Club sometimes stayed at Esther Davies® 

boarding house because of a sensational newspaper story from around the time that her son 

Willie was engaged as an apprentice under Jack Morris: 

ACCIDENTALLY DROWNED AT HOYLAKE ² On Saturday morning, at eleven o'clock, 

Peter Roberts, a Ĝsherman, found the body of Alexander Graig, marker at the Royal 

Liverpool Golf Club, lying on the shore at Hoylake.  

The deceased was without his coat, vest, and boots, and he had evidently been 

drowned. 

The unfortunate man lodged with Esther Davies, at Hoylake, and he retired to bed at 

half-past ten o'clock on Friday evening. During the night, he was heard leaving his 

bedroom, but, as he had been unwell, his landlady paid no attention to him. 

He was 35 years of age. 

An inquest was held on Monday, before Mr. Churton, coroner, on the body.  

It was at Ĝrst supposed that the unfortunate man committed suicide, but, although there 

was no evidence to show how he got into the water, the jury returned the verdict that he 

was "accidentally drowned."   

(Liverpool Weekly Mercury, 28 October 1876, p. 4) 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪЮ]ƖĲĲŰőċůЮ9ŸƣƣċŊĲЮŔƚЮƣőĲЮĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊЮƻŔƚŔĤũĲЮũĲŉƣЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ]ƖĲĲŰőċůЮxŸĬŊĲЮcŸƣĲũеЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΪΣд 
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Willie Davis no doubt knew this unfortunate person. I wonder if he heard the commotion during 

the night as Graig left the house. 

Royal Liverpool®s golf professional Jack Morris was related by 

marriage to his apprentice Davis. He had married another of Willie®s 

cousins: Margaret Jane Smith, daughter of Esther Ball ² a sibling of 

Royal Liverpool founder John Ball (1834-1905) and a Ĝrst cousin of 

Willie®s mother. (Morris®s wife was a Ĝrst cousin of amateur champion 

John Ball, Jr). 

As Morris®s apprentice, Willie learned how to make wooden clubheads 

on a lathe, how to splice wooden and iron clubheads to persimmon 

shafts, how to apply leather grips to shafts, how to replace the horn 

insets on the face of wooden clubs, how to make and repair gutta 

percha golf balls, and so on. In the fulness of time, Davis would so 

excel at club making that in 1900, it was reported that he was ¯doing a 

large business in making clubs, not only for [his Apawamis Golf Club] 

members, but also for others in all parts of the country° (Brooklyn 

Daily Eagle [New York], 27 January 1900, p. 14). 

He would also have become a golf instructor. The British tradition of teaching golf required 

instructors to play a round of golf with pupils, the members remunerating the golf professional 

for this work by each 9-hole or 18-hole round played.  

As an instructor at Royal Liverpool, Willie Davis would long be remembered by club members as 

having been particularly supportive and encouraging of the children taking up the game.  

One of the young boys he instructed at Royal Liverpool was Harold Hilton (who was Willie®s 

junior by about six years. Hilton would win both the British Amateur Championship and the 

British Open Championship in the late 1890s and early 1900s, and in 1911 he would come to 

America and win the US Amateur Championship. Moreover, he would do so at the Apawamis 

Golf Club on a course laid out ten years before by his old chum Willie Davis. Hilton remains one 

of the most revered of English amateur golfers. When Willie Davis died unexpectedly in 1902, 

Hilton wrote two articles reminiscing about his acquaintance with Davis, who was called ¯Billy° 

by his friends at Royal Liverpool.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΫЮsŸőŰЮёѨsċĦťѨђЮ~ŸƖƖŔƚеЮ
ĦŔƖĦċЮũċƣĲЮΤΫάΣƚд 
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Hilton was especially fond of telling how Billy Davis helped 

him with a rite of passage for the Hoylake schoolboys.  

On their way home from school, boys dared each other to 

hit a golf ball over the back yard of an imposing house 

called Gothic Lodge. In those days, schoolboys were lucky 

to own a single golf ball and so they were determined 

never to lose one. If their ball went into bushes or long 

grass, they hunted until they found it. The increased 

likelihood of losing a ball in the bushes and grass in the 

back yard of Gothic Lodge was indirectly indicated by a 

sign nailed to a rain barrel: ¯Beware of the dog!° For fear of 

this dog, boys were afraid to retrieve golf balls that fell into 

the backyard. Eight-year-old Hilton was more terriĜed of dogs than most. If his ball were not 

carry the back yard, he knew it would be lost, and ¯in those days,° he recalled, ¯golf balls were 

¤ a very scarce commodity amongst the youths of Hoylake° (Sporting Chronicle, 25 February 

1902, p. 4). 

One day, however, accompanied by Billy Davis, Hilton was encouraged by the older boy to have 

a go at the famous shot: 

I remember well the envy with which my soul was Ĝlled on witnessing the older boys 

successfully accomplish what appeared to me then to be a prodigious feat, and it was 

my old friend Willie Davis who eventually persuaded me to attempt it. 

Not having quite the same fear of the canine terror as I had, he promised to recover the 

ball for me if I failed, and I shall never forget the feeling of gratiĜed ambition when 

success followed my initial effort.  

(Sporting Chronicle, 25 February 1902, p. 4). 

Hilton®s memories of his ¯old friend Willie Davis° were all fond ones. 

Davis®s unique place in the history of the game was settled when the Montreal Golf Club decided 

in 1880 that the time had come for the Club to hire a golf professional: ̄In 1880, Captain 

[Alexander] Dennistoun announced that he had communicated with Mr. D.D. Sidey, then in 

Scotland, with regard to obtaining the services of a professional player° (Gazette [Montreal], 22 

October 1921, p. 21). Early in 1881, Davis would become the Ĝrst golf professional hired as such 

by a North American golf club. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮάЮcċƖŸũĬЮcŔũƣŸŰдЮΤΫάΣƚд 
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Davis says that it was with D.D. Sidey®s brother that he negotiated his original contract: 

In March 1881, I learned that the Royal Montreal Golf Club was looking for a 

professional and greenkeeper.  

I immediately sent an application to Mr. John G. Sidey in Edinburgh for the position, 

giving my employer [Jack Morris] as reference.  

After some correspondence, I was informed that out of fourteen applicants, I was 

chosen.  

(William F. Davis, autobiographical statement, courtesy of Royal Liverpool Golf club) 

Davis agreed to arrive ¯as early in April as may be required° (Davis®s handwritten contract, 

courtesy of Royal Montreal Golf Club). 

In 1881, still six months short of his 20th birthday, Willie sailed at the end of March from Liverpool 

to Montreal on Canada®s Beaver Line, his second-class ticket having been being paid for by the 

Montreal Golf Club. By mid-April, it was reported that he had begun instructing Club members 

(that is, playing with them on the golf course).  

Golf was new to Canada (and it was not at that time played in the United States) so only certain 

immigrants from Scotland and England had much an idea of how to swing a golf club. Hiring 

Willie, the Club hoped that his expert instruction would convert some of its purely social 

members into active golĜng members, for only about 25 of the Montreal members were playing 

golf in 1881. 
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A First Word About Penal Architecture: the Dunn Family 

As we shall see, every golf course that Davis laid out between leaving England in the spring of 

1881 and returning for a visit to England and Scotland at the beginning of 1895 displayed the 

principles of penal golf course architecture. Curiously, however, penal design theory was 

developed only after Davis left Britain. And Willie Dunn, Jr (1864-1952), was the Ĝrst adherent of 

this theory to deploy its principles in North America when he added artiĜcial hazards to the 

existing 12-hole course at Shinnecock Hills almost as soon as he arrived at the Club in May of 

1893. 

How had Davis come to design courses according to an architectural philosophy of which he 

was unaware? 

Penal golf course architecture is associated with the design 

work of Scottish golf professional Tom Dunn (1849-1902), 

often called ¯the father of penal golf course design.° He was 

a leading Ĝgure in laying out inland golf courses far from the 

traditional home of golf on seaside links land. He was 

particularly instrumental in the building of new golf courses 

around London as the popularity of golf spread from Scotland 

to England in the last two decades of the nineteenth century.  

Dunn®s designs were distinguished by his tendency to dig 

across the entire width of a fairway a trench perpendicular to 

the line of play, heaping the earth from the trench into a wall 

on the green side of the trench and Ĝlling the trench with 

sand. Any hazard spanning the width of a fairway was generally called a ¯cross bunker,° with 

Dunn®s version of the cross bunker being called a turf dyke or cop bunker. 

Dunn®s cop bunker was the simplest and most economical way for him to introduce hazards onto 

the generally featureless land where he was asked to build the majority of his inland golf 

courses: 

Tom Dunn's courses were rudimentary given the lack of earth moving equipment 

available at that time.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤΣЮÑŸůЮ?ƨŰŰеЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΫΣƚд 
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His standard design feature was to lay out a ditch or bunker on the near side of the 

green, often right across the course, which had to be carried from the tee.  

It was the same kind of carry for the second shot, and if the player had to hack out of 

the Ĝrst bunker, the next hazard was in reach.  

(Famous North Berwick Golfers http://www.northberwick.org.uk/dunn.html).  

One of Tom Dunn®s apprentices was his much younger brother 

Willie Dunn, Jr, with whom he built a golf course at Biarritz in 

1889.  

As we know, however, the younger Dunn came to the United 

States in the spring of 1893 to work as golf professional at 

Shinnecock Hills.  

Immediately constructed at Shinnecock Hills in front of the 

green on what was Willie Davis®s 2nd hole in 1891, but which 

became John Cuthbert®s 5th hole in 1892, was one of Dunn®s 

most famous cop bunkers. Seen below, it was known as ¯The 

Bastion Bunker° (although it was also briefly known as the 

¯Zigzag Bunker°).  

After Dunn added six holes in 

the spring of 1895 to make 

Shinnecock Hills an 18-hole 

layout, the Dunn family®s cop 

bunker became a staple 

feature of the course, as 

Garden Smith observed in 

1898: ¯The embankment of 

the Long Island Railway 

(which is crossed four times) 

and artiĜcial cop bunkers are 

the principal difĜculties of the course° (Garden Smith, The World of Golf [London: A.D. Innes & 

Co, 1898], p. 259). 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤΥЮŰЮĲǂċůƓũĲЮŸŉЮċЮìŔũũŔĲЮ?ƨŰŰЮĦƖŸƚƚЮĤƨŰťĲƖЮċƣЮÉőŔŰŰĲĦŸĦťЮcŔũũƚжЮѨÑőĲЮ
7ċƚƣŔŸŰѨЮŸƖЮѨüŔŊǍċŊЮ7ƨŰťĲƖдѨЮfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰеЮΥΪЮ§ĦƣŸĤĲƖЮΤΫάΧеЮƓдЮΤΣΥάд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤΤЮìŔũũŔĲЮ?ƨŰŰеЮsƖеЮΤΫάΧд 

http://www.northberwick.org.uk/dunn.html
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Willie Dunn immediately began designing golf courses for other golf clubs and for wealthy 

members of the American leisured class. Everywhere he went across the United States and 

Canada in the 1890s and early 1900s, he laid out courses according to the principles of penal 

design theory and effectively introduced throughout North America the Dunn family®s cop 

bunker as the default cross bunker for land without natural hazards. Seen below are two of the 

cop bunkers on the private course that he laid out in 1895 for William Bayard Cutting at Islip, 

Long Island, New York. 

Cop bunkers were intended to prevent a player caught within one from advancing the ball very 

far ² if at all. Exemplifying the main precept of penal golf course architecture, the cop bunker 

was designed to punish golfers who could not get the ball into the air to get over it.  

Penal design theory emerged from the general conviction, at a time when championship golf 

was almost exclusively decided by match play, that it was unfair on a two-shot hole, for instance, 

to allow players first to top a drive then to top a fairway shot and yet still roll the ball onto the 

putting green with two bad shots, thereby having a chance to be ¯level° with the player who had 

reached the green with two perfect shots.  

In 1896, Willie Park, Jr, gave voice to the widespread disdain for such holes by referring to them 

as ¯what has not inaptly been termed ­levellers® ² that is to say, the ball can be driven on the 

green in two strokes by anybody° (Willie Park, The Game of Golf [London: Longman, Green and 

Co., 1896], p. 200). 

And so, penal golf course architects made sure to arrange for each hole at least one hazard 

stretching across the entire width of the fairway: a ditch, gully, creek or small pond might serve 

just as well as a cop bunker, and so might a wooden fence, stone wall, road or railroad. (Note 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤΦЮÑƽŸЮŸŉЮìŔũũŔĲЮ?ƨŰŰѩƚЮĦŸƓцĤƨŰťĲƖƚЮċƣЮƣőĲЮìĲƚƣĤƖŸŸťЮ]ŸũŉЮ9ũƨĤеЮxŸŰŊЮfƚũċŰĬеЮ ĲƽЮòŸƖťеЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫάΨд 
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that since none of these obstacles was purpose-built for golf, they were all regarded as equally 

¯natural° hazards.) When n̄ature° failed to provide a fairway-wide obstacle, the Dunns built a 

cop-bunker ² one on a one-shot hole, two on a two-shot hole, and three on a three-shot hole ² 

to punish the player for each shot that failed to get into the air. 

In the 1890s and early 1900s, a person playing a golf course for the first time could tell the par 

of any hole by counting the number of cross bunkers on it: par equals the number of cross-

bunkers plus two strokes for putts. 

By the late 1890s, because of Dunn®s influence, building a golf course in North America 

according to any other philosophy than that of ¯penal° design theory was not easily conceivable. 

For instance, in his advice on how to build a golf course in his 1898 book Golf, Garden G. Smith 

writes as though ¯penal° design is the only design possible:  

Supposing a hole be 250 yards in length measured from the teeing-ground, there 

should be a hazard of some sort extending right across the line of the hole, about 100 

or 130 yards from the tee.  

Beyond this the ground should be good; but, guarding the hole again, and some 30 or 

40 yards in front of it, there should be another hazard which the player would have to 

carry before reaching the putting-green.  

(Garden G. Smith, Golf [New York: Frederick A. Stokes Co, 1898], p. 10)  

Similarly, in the 1897 second edition of Wright & Ditson®s Guide to Golf in America, there was a 

new section on how to build a golf course, and in it we see the same penal assumptions. First, 

golfers must always be required to carry the golf ball over hazards: ¯the hazard to be surpassed 

¤ should be sometimes near the teeing-ground and sometimes at nearly a full drive®s distance 

from it°; but ¯there should be always some hazard or bunker to trap a poorly played drive.° The 

Guide explains that ¯where nature, by some oversight, has forgotten to provide hazards or 

bunkers, they should be built by man.° The kind of obstacles recommended shocks a modern 

golfer: one option was ¯wooden hurdles with sloping sides° (a problem being that the obstacle 

does not always work, for ¯the ball often strikes them and bounds over on the other side°); 

another option was ̄ building hedges of branches, such as are used in hurdles of 

steeplechasing° (the problem being that ¯the ball is apt to be lost in them or creep into such a 

nook as to be unplayable°). And so, the Dunn family®s cop bunkers were preferred:  



 

ΞΞ 
 

The best [hazards] are made by building a pile of earth work, about waist high and with 

sloping sides¤.  

The trench behind the mound should be Ĝlled with loose sand, if possible, as ¤ it is less 

unpleasant to play a ball out of sand than out of the mud that is sure to collect in such a 

place in wet weather.  

This bunker may be either in a straight line across the course, or in a zig-zag pattern 

like the lines of a fortiĜcation.  

(Guide to Golf in America, Wright and Ditson, 2nd ed. 1897, pp. 29-35). 

Similarly, in ¯Bunker Building on American Links,° an anonymously written newspaper article 

widely published in 1901, we see how standard the Dunns® version of penal golf course 

architecture had become: 

Take a 150-yard hole ¤. If there are no natural hazards, it is advisable to place two cop-

bunkers 110 yards from the tee, side by side clear across the course. About one-fourth 

of the bunker in front should overlap one-fourth of the other, leaving a path [for golfers] 

running sideways, and not straight for the hole, to prevent balls rolling through.  

Each of these bunkers should cover one-half of the width of the course.  

The trap should be twenty feet wide and two and one-half feet deep, while the height of 

the cop should be three feet¤. 

For a hole 340 yards long, the theoretical arrangement of artiĜcial hazards would be:  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤΧЮÑőĲЮΫƣőЮőŸũĲЮċƣЮƣőĲЮ[ũƨƚőŔŰŊЮ9ŸƨŰƣƖǃЮ9ũƨĤеЮxŸŰŊЮfƚũċŰĬеЮ ĲƽЮòŸƖťеЮĬĲƚŔŊŰĲĬЮŔŰЮΤάΣΤЮĤǃЮsŸőŰЮ?ƨŰĦċŰЮ
?ƨŰŰЮёċЮŰĲƓőĲƽЮŸŉЮÑŸůЮċŰĬЮìŔũũŔĲЮ?ƨŰŰђЮċŰĬЮìċũƣĲƖЮsдЮÑƖċƻŔƚдЮ ŸƣĲЮƣőĲЮƓċƣőƽċǃƚЮƣŸЮċũũŸƽЮŊŸũŉĲƖƚЮƣőƖŸƨŊőЮƣőĲЮ
ĦŸƓЮĤƨŰťĲƖƚдЮ]ŸũŉЮё ĲƽЮòŸƖťђеЮƻŸũЮάЮŰŸЮΤЮёsƨũǃЮΤάΣΥђеЮƓдЮΤΤд 



 

ΞΟ 
 

Place two bunkers two feet deep, end for end eight[y] yards from the tee, with cops 

eighteen inches high to catch topped or foozled drives¤.  

For variety, and in order to add to the picturesqueness of the course, mounds [turf 

dykes, instead of cop bunkers] are sometimes erected to guard the green. They should 

be placed 285 yards from the tee, and built about six or eight feet in height, twelve feet 

wide, and extending almost across the course. The end of one mound should overlap 

the other with a patch between, running sideways [for golfers to walk through] ¤. 

The player who can consistently negotiate a 500-yard hole laid out as follows in 

anything like bogey Ĝgures should make a dangerous opponent: 

Build a cop in two sections about three to Ĝve feet high, with a shallow bunker in front, 

extending across the course about Ĝfty yards from the tee¤. 

About 240 yards from the tee, it would be advisable to place a cop bunker twenty feet 

wide, three feet deep, and as long almost as the width of the course will permit. This 

bunker should be built in the shape of a half moon and have two paths running through 

it [for golfers] ¤. 

Within Ĝfty yards of the hole, an ordinary cop-bunker should be placed clear across the 

course to protect the green. 

(Inter Ocean [Chicago], 19 May 1901, p. 49) 

We shall Ĝnd that Willie Davis laid out holes at Shinnecock Hills in this way in 1891, yet Willie 

Dunn would not bring these design principles to north America until 1893, and Tom Dunn 

himself said that he did not invent his famous cop bunker until 1890, when, īn laying out links ¤ 

at Walton-on-Thames, he was compelled to invent a new kind of ­hazard®° (Bournemouth 

Guardian, 1 December 1894, p. 3). 

Completely unaware of what Tom Dunn was doing, Willie Davis built his own version of a cop 

bunker at Shinnecock Hills in the summer of 1891. Davis also used bushes as cross hazards on 

holes at Shinnecock Hills just as Dunn was using gorse bushes as cross hazards on various golf 

courses around London in the early 1890s. Furthermore, Davis placed his cross hazards 

according to precisely the same principles that the Dunn brothers demonstrated: a cross hazard 

for the drive, and a cross hazard for the second shot.  
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Since, as mentioned above, Davis had not returned to Britain since he left Hoylake for Montreal 

in the spring of 1881 and so in 1891 had not encountered any of the inland golf courses laid out 

by Tom Dunn, one wonders how he came to duplicate Dunn®s ideas. 

My hypothesis is that Davis deployed as his principles of golf course design what he was able to 

deĜne by contemplating the design principles implicit in the layout of the Hoylake course that he 

knew so well. 

And quite remarkably, as we shall see, Tom Dunn derived the most characteristic aspect of his 

own inland golf course design strategies from his attention to a distinctive feature of the Hoylake 

layout.  

Davis®s apparent duplication of Dunn®s ideas probably derives from their common understanding 

and appreciation of certain of Hoylake®s architectural virtues. 
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Design Lessons from the Quebec City and Montreal Courses? 

After Davis left Hoylake, the only golf courses that he played during the next 12 years were the 

nine-hole course on Fletcher®s Field in Montreal, the city where Davis lived from the spring of 

1881 to the winter of 1893, and the 12-hole course on Cove Fields at Quebec, where Davis 

played several intensely competitive exhibition matches between 1881 and 1892.  

The holes on these courses were generally short, but they had the reputation of being difĜcult: it 

turns out that the courses in Quebec City and Montreal were each laid out according to 

principles of penal design that broadly anticipated Dunn®s principles. 

What roles might these two early Canadian layouts have played in Davis®s development as a golf 

course architect? 
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Quebec City®s Cove Fields 

The original course of the Quebec Golf Club was laid out sometime between the late 1860s and 

the early 1870s on Cove Fields by a visiting businessman from Scotland: James Hunter (1848-

86). 

At the time, Hunter was in the third year of his 

engagement to Old Tom Morris®s daughter 

Elizabeth (1852-98).  

From early childhood, Hunter had been the 

best friend of Young Tom Morris (beside whom 

Hunter is buried at St. Andrews). And from 

early childhood, they were both enthusiastic 

golfers. 

The boys became playmates a few years after 

Old Tom arrived at Prestwick to lay out a 12-

hole course in 1851, the year of Young Tom®s 

birth.  

In Prestwick, Old Tom and his growing family 

lived in a house across the road from the Red 

Lion Inn, which was owned by James®s parents 

William Hunter and Elizabeth Gray.  

On 2 July 1851, the Red Lion had become the 

birthplace of the Prestwick Golf Club. 

From 1851 until Old Tom returned to St. 

Andrews in 1864, the Morris children and the Hunter children virtually shared their two homes, 

and so, James Hunter and Elizabeth Morris knew each other very well ² virtually from the latter®s 

birth in 1852.  

In front of a full array of family and friends, these childhood friends were married at St. Andrews 

in February of 1875. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤΨЮÖŰĬċƣĲĬЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮŸŉЮEũŔǍċĤĲƣőЮ~ŸƖƖŔƚеЮĦŔƖĦċЮ
ĲċƖũǃЮΤΫΪΣƚд 
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James®s Ĝrst cousin, Charles Hunter, would 

apprentice at Prestwick under Old Tom and 

would become Prestwick®s head pro in the 

mid-1860s, while James himself became an 

accomplished amateur golfer by the late 

1860s.  

He completed in the 1870 Open 

Championship at Prestwick won by Young 

Tom (and he would compete in many more); 

he played against Old Tom in a much 

publicized match to open the Glasgow Golf 

Club in 1870 (each was paired with one of the 

club®s leading players in this contest on a new 

course laid out by Charles Hunter); he won 

the club championship of his St. Nicholas 

Golf Club at Prestwick in 1871 with a record-

shattering two-round score; he partnered 

Young Tom in an 1871 exhibition match at 

Musselburgh against two top professionals, 

Bob Ferguson and David Park (the latter 

being a brother of both Willie Park, Sr, who would win the Open Championship four times, and of 

Mungo Park, who would win it once).  

When Old Tom and family moved back to St. Andrews in the mid-1860s, James Hunter became 

a frequent visitor to their home and the Morris family kept track of his scores on the Old Course, 

on which he occasionally scored in the low 80s ² excellent scores given that the Ĝrst Open 

winner at St. Andrews to break 80 in any round was eventual Ĝve-time winner of the Open 

Championship, J.H. Taylor, in 1895. 

And so, by the time he helped to organize a golf club in Quebec City in 1874, James Hunter was 

familiar with some of the best golf courses in Scotland. Yet just when he Ĝrst played golf in 

Quebec is not clear. 

James Hunter came to Canada for the Ĝrst time in 1863 or 1864 when he was in his mid-teens: 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤΩЮƣЮÂƖĲƚƣƽŔĦťЮŔŰЮΤΫΩΦеЮ§ũĬЮÑŸůЮ~ŸƖƖŔƚЮċĬĬƖĲƚƚĲƚЮƣőĲЮ
ĤċũũЮƽőŔũĲЮőŔƚЮċƓƓƖĲŰƣŔĦĲЮ9őċƖũĲƚЮcƨŰƣĲƖЮёőŸũĬŔŰŊЮċЮŊŸũŉЮĦũƨĤЮ
ŔŰЮőŔƚЮƖŔŊőƣЮőċŰĬђЮƚƣċŰĬƚЮĤĲőŔŰĬЮőŔƚЮŸƽŰЮĤċũũЮċŰĬЮƽċƣĦőĲƚд 



 

ΞΥ 
 

James left Ayr Academy at the age of thirteen and entered the ofĜces of his father®s 

cousin in Ayr. The Hunter business was timber and James made an early and 

precocious start in it. 

At the age of Ĝfteen, he made the Ĝrst of his travels to the New World. As a purchasing 

agent for Stewart of London, a company of timber importers, he went to Canada where 

he learned the timber business living in various port cities. 

In 1869, James left Greenock [Scotland] for Darien in Georgia, USA, where he would 

buy standing timber, arranging its lumbering and shipping back to Britain for sale and 

distribution.  

(David Malcolm and Peter E. Crabtree, Tom Morris of St. Andrews: The Colossus of 

Golf, 1821-1908 [Edinburgh: Glengarden Press, 2008; ebook edition 2011], n.p.) 

In 1870, when he was just 22, Hunter started his own company. He was soon a successful 

entrepreneur. He prospered such that ¯by 1885, James Hunter was counted among the 

wealthiest men in the [American] Southeast° (Alabama Seaport: the OfĜcial Magazine of the 

Alabama Port Authority, vol 1 [2022], p. 31). He was welcomed socially into the business circles 

of every city where he did business: Glasgow, Liverpool, London, Hamburg, Darien (Georgia), 

Mobile (Alabama), and, of course, Quebec City.  

When he died prematurely in 1886 (not yet 38) of suspected heart disease in Mobile, Alabama, 

he was ¯reported to be worth nearly half a million dollars° ² equivalent today to about 

$17,000,000 (Times-Picayune [New Orleans, Louisiana], 2 February 1886, p. 2). The business 

community, of course, felt his loss: 

He owned 100,000 acres of timbered lands in Washington, Monroe and Choctaw 

counties in this State [Alabama] ¤.  

He was a man that had done a great deal for Mobile: [he] was one of the largest timber 

and lumber exporters on the coast, carrying on an extensive business between this and 

foreign ports¤.  

He was a man of unusual business tact, handled large investments, and was a 

successful Ĝnancier.  

(Times-Picayune [New Orleans, Louisiana], 2 February 1886, p. 2). 

And people liked him. In Mobile, ¯he had many friends and was well liked by everyone with 

whom he came in contact°; ̄his numerous friends deeply deplore[d] his sudden and sad death° 

(The Times-Picayune [New Orleans, Louisiana], 2 February 1886, p. 2; Times-Democrat [New 

Orleans, Louisiana], 2 February 1886, p. 2). He had left Darien, Georgia, for Mobile about six 

years earlier: ̄ the news of his death produced a sad impression on his many friends in Darien° 

and ¯caused deep and general regret° (Atlanta Constitution [Georgia], 7 February 1886, p. 6; 
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Savannah Morning News [Georgia], 6 February 1886, p. 2). In Ayrshire, where he was born, and 

at St. Andrews, where his wife and family lived, it was said that ¯Mr. Hunter, who was in a well-

doing way, was a frank, Ĝne fellow° (Dundee Advertiser, 10 February 1886, p. 7; Ayrshire Post, 

12 February 1886, p. 4). The editor of the gentleman®s outdoor magazine Field commended ¯his 

geniality of temperament and unfailing self-command under the most adverse circumstances° 

(Field [London, England], 13 February 1886, p. 193). 

Hunter was also remembered in Scotland as a golfer: ¯Mr. Hunter was well known on St. 

Andrews Links and was a crack golfer° (Fifeshire Journal, 4 February 1886, p. 2). The Glasgow 

News observed: 

Mr. Hunter ¤ was ¤ to the very fore as a golfer. 

His round was 90, or thereabouts, oftener a good deal under than much over it, even in 

matches of excitement, on which there was a good deal [depending] besides the 

honour of the score [wagers presumably]. 

He had a good style and was sure of foot at all points of the game.  

(Glasgow News, cited in the Dundee Advertiser, 10 February 1886, p. 7) 

But however many times James Hunter may have been to Quebec City on business in the 1860s 

and early 1870s, his most important visit is usually said to have been in 1874, and the legacy of 

that visit concerned not business but the royal and ancient game of golf.  

A correspondent signed ¯F° (describing himself ¯as a lover of the royal and ancient game of 

golf°) wrote to the editor of Field on 5 November 1875 to describe the development of golf in 

Quebec City: ¯In July last [1874], a smouldering enthusiasm was rekindled by the appearance 

amongst us of an accomplished golfer and we at once organized the Quebec Golf Club° (Field, 

vol 41 no 1195 [20 November 1875], p. 588). ¯F° was presumably John Jackman Foote (1832-

1897), proprietor of Quebec City®s Morning Chronicle and an early member of the Quebec Golf 

Club, and he was no doubt referring to James Hunter. 

In 1874, we Ĝnd ̄James Hunter, Glasgow,° recorded as arriving at Quebec City®s Albion Hotel in 

mid-May, and we then Ĝnd J̄ames Hunter° leaving Quebec on July 21st on the S.S. Miramichi 

¯for Pictou and way ports° (Montreal Chronicle and Commercial and Shipping Gazette, 15 May 

1874, p. 3; Daily Witness [Montreal], 22 July1874, p. 3). This timeline accords with Foote®s 

statement that smouldering enthusiasm for golf in Quebec City was rekindled in July of 1874. 
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Hunter had brought his golf clubs with him for his visit to Quebec in 1874. Perhaps he had done 

so on his earlier visits, too, for it is quite likely that a fellow member of Prestwick®s St. Nicholas 

Golf Club ² William Doleman (1839-1918) ² had told him several years before that golf could be 

played on the Plains of Abraham. 

By the late 1860s, Doleman had become one of Hunter®s 

regular playing partners on the Prestwick links. Indeed, 

Doleman was playing with Hunter when the latter set the course 

record in 1871. Knowing that Hunter regularly visited Quebec 

City in connection with his business concerns, Doleman no 

doubt told him that he had set up a provisional course for 

himself on Cove Fields in the late 1850s when his ship, the 

Cambria, was docked at Quebec City.  

According to ¯a former golf correspondent of The Glasgow 

Herald,° who wrote an article commemorating the 100th 

anniversary of Doleman®s birth (the writer described Doleman 

as his ¯mentor in all things pertaining to golf°), Doleman had been to Quebec in 1858: 

In 1854, he was on board a vessel at Odessa when the British Fleet were bombarding 

the town [during the Crimean War]. 

Four years later [1858], he sailed as a seaman on the ship Cambria (398 tons register) 

to Quebec and Montreal, and from a well-preserved certiĜcate, I note that his 

¯character for ability° and ¯character for conduct° were marked ¯V.G.° 

(Glasgow Herald, 16 September 1938, p. 12).  

According to T.M. Hutchison, however, who was a well-known Montreal golfer and golf historian 

(he knew one of Doleman®s sons), the year of Doleman®s visit was 1859, or perhaps 1860 (see 

Gazette [Montreal], 16 April 1932, p. 12 and 2 July 1938, p. 6). 

In those days, the Cambria, carrying general cargo, made two trips each year from Glasgow to 

Quebec and Montreal and back. It would load cargo in Glasgow during March and April and 

arrive in Quebec in May, spending several days or weeks at Quebec and Montreal unloading 

cargo to consignees, and it would then spend days or weeks receiving new cargo at Montreal 

and Quebec before sailing back to Glasgow. And so, on a trip to Quebec, Doleman could have 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤΪЮìŔũũŔċůЮ?ŸũĲůċŰеЮ]ũċƚŊŸƽЮ
]ŸũŉЮ9ũƨĤеЮΤΫΫΣд 
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played golf on Cove Fields in the spring and/or fall, and he could have done so during the days 

or weeks when the Cambria was unloading and/or loading cargo in Quebec City.  

Doleman soon gave up life as a sailor and took up residence in Glasgow, where he became a 

van driver in the early 1860s. In the mid-1860s, when Doleman won a prestigious tournament on 

the Montrose Links (a tournament that included professionals Old Tom Morris, James Anderson, 

and Bob Kirk), it was revealed to surprised newspaper readers that he ¯drives a baker®s van in 

Glasgow every day° (Golfer®s Yearbook for 1866, ed. Robert Howie Smith (Ayr, Scotland: Smith 

& Grant, 1867), p. 72). He had also driven a milk cart. And afterwards, he bought a horse and 

cab to serve travellers going to and from the train station, work that he soon parlayed into 

ownership of a cab hire company.  

As a member of Prestwick®s St. Nicholas Golf Club in the late1860s and early 1870s (when 

nearby Glasgow did not yet have its own golf club), Doleman pursued golf with a passion, 

becoming in 1865 the Ĝrst amateur player to enter the Open Championship. He went on to post 

the lowest score by an amateur every year from 1865 to 1872. Becoming a member of the 

revived Glasgow Golf Club in the mid-1870s, he also posted the lowest score by an amateur in 

the Open Championships of 1875 and 1884. His best Ĝnishes in the overall standings were third, 

Ĝfth (twice), sixth (twice), and seventh. In 1872, only professionals Young Tom Morris and Davie 

Strath beat him. In an exhibition match at the 1876 Open championship at St Andrews, Doleman 

played against the 1874 champion Mungo Park and beat him by one hole (Field, vol 48 no 1241 

[7 October 1876], p. 422). He would play in the British Amateur Championship until 1912, when 

he was seventy-three years of age. When he died in 1918, Field described him as ¯the Ĝnest 

amateur golfer of his day° (cited in The Transcript-Telegram [Holyoke, Massachusetts], 12 August 

1918, p. 5). 

In the 1870s and 1880s, mind you, James Hunter frequently defeated his good friend Doleman 

in match play. 

Regarding Hunter®s role in organizing a golf club in Quebec City, F.T. Sharp wrote the following 

for Golf (New York) in 1898: 

In [1874] ¤ a Mr. Hunter, of Glasgow, who was visiting the city, and who had brought 

his clubs with him, initiated a few choice spirits into the mysteries of the game¤.  
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Mr. C. Farquharson Smith ¤ Mr. James Stevenson ¤ Mr. H. Chaloner Smith and Mr. H. 

Stanley Smith comprised the chosen band, and they were soon joined by Mr. P. 

McNaughton, Mr. Joseph Roberts, Mr. A. Nichol and Mr. W.A. GrifĜth. 

These Ĝne gentlemen, with a few others, started the club by laying out a short links of 

nine holes on the Cove Fields, facing the St. Lawrence River and forming part of the 

original battleĜeld of the Plains of Abraham.  

(Golf [New York]. Vol 2 no 5 [May 1898], p. 3) 

Note that the Ĝrst four people that Hunter introduced to golf were bankers and timber 

merchants. Charles Farquharson Smith (1828-83), from Aberdeen, was a manager of the British 

Bank of North America, and James Stevenson (1813-1894), from Leith, was the cashier of the 

Quebec Bank (years before, he had briefly succeeded his father as timber agent for Quebec and 

Ontario but was soon hired by the Bank of Montreal to work in Bytown [Ottawa] to tend to the 

Ĝnancial needs of lumber merchants). Of Stevenson, after whom a golf hole on Cove Fields 

would be named, it was said that h̄is Ĝrst connection with [golf] began in his boyhood®s days at 

Leith and was revived in his old age° (Gazette [Montreal], 11 December 1894, p. 5). Brothers H. 

Chaloner Smith and Henry Stanley Smith worked for two different timber companies in Quebec 

City. And Peter McNaughton was an important Ĝgure in yet another timber company operating in 

Quebec, the Glasgow Ĝrm A. Gilmour and Company. 

Hunter®s acquaintance with these bankers and fellow timber merchants no doubt dated from well 

before 1874. Indeed, he met many of them shortly after his mid-1860s arrival in Quebec City as 

an agent for a London timber company. 

And so, although Foote says that Hunter®s influence on golf in Quebec City dates from July of 

1874, it is perhaps not surprising to Ĝnd that there were others in the city who later insisted that 

Hunter had played golf on Cove Fields well before 1874: 

Quebec®s golf links form part of the historic battleground, the Plains of Abraham¤. 

The Quebec Club was founded in 1874, but there is no doubt in the minds of old curlers 

that the game was played many years previously by a relative of Old Tom Morris, one 

Mr. Hunter, who with several companions negotiated the somewhat difĜcult links on the 

Plains.  

(Herald [Montreal], 10 February 1899, p. 6) 

In the late 1890s, the Secretary and Treasurer of the Quebec Golf Club at that time, W.C.J. Hall, 

made a similar claim: 
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The Montreal and Quebec Clubs were founded almost at the same time, but Montreal a 

little sooner than Quebec, 1873 and 1874, respectively. 

We [in Quebec] have reason to believe the game was played here some time previous 

to the above dates by Mr. Hunter of Glasgow, a relative of Old Tom Morris; furthermore, 

not by Mr. Hunter alone, but several others.  

(Golf [London], 10 February 1899, p. 426) 

And there was an article in the Montreal Herald in 1896 that once again implied that Hunter had 

played golf at Quebec before 1874 ² that is, before either the Quebec Golf Club or the Royal 

Montreal Golf Club was formed: 

The Quebec Golf Club and the Royal Montreal Golf Club both date from 1874, the 

seniority of the Royal Montreal Golf Club not being disputed by the Quebec Club. 

But golf in Canada would seem to have received its Ĝrst impetus in Quebec following 

the visit to that city of a Mr. Hunter, of Glasgow, who, bringing his clubs with him, as I 

have no doubt he brought his toilet necessaries, his medicine chest, or any other 

indispensable article of equipment, was Ĝrst to drive a golf ball over the Cove Fields ² 

part of the Plains of Abraham ² the now famous links of the Quebec Golf Club.  

(Herald [Montreal], 23 November 1896, p. 5) 

Foote had indicated in 1875 that there was a ¯smouldering enthusiasm° for golf before Hunter®s 

visit in July of 1874, but he did not indicate that this enthusiasm was due to earlier visits by 

Hunter. But ¯An Old Member, Quebec Golf Club,° wrote to the editor of Golf (London) in 1897 to 

point to a period ¯nearly thirty years° earlier as the time when Hunter laid out the Cove Fields 

course: ¯The Quebec Club was instituted and the links selected and laid out originally by the late 

Mr. Farquharson Smith and the late Mr. Hunter, son-in-law of Tom Morris, nearly thirty years ago° 

² that is, in the late 1860s (Golf [London], vol 14 no 361 [11 June 1897], p. 275). 

But whether it was just a year after he laid out a course on Cove Fields, or several years after he 

had done so, James Hunter returned to Quebec City in 1875 (now married and accompanied by 

his wife) and played in the Club®s Ĝrst handicap championship tournament. Hunter played as a 

scratch player, conceding twenty or more strokes to the other competitors: 

¯Golf° in Canada   

We are glad to see this game gaining ground in Canada.  

Already we have two clubs ² one in Montreal and one in Quebec¤. 

In Quebec, they play on the ¯Cove Fields° ² a beautiful ¯Links° ² where there are twelve 

holes.  
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On Saturday last, the club played for their handicap medal.  

The play, which was good, resulted in the following scores: 

James Hunter  64 strokes (scratch)   64 

John Tudor  89 strokes, with 25 off,  64 

P. McNaughton 85 strokes, with 20 off, 65 

A. Nichol  86 strokes, with 20 0ff,  66 

C.F. Smith  87 strokes, with 25 off,  67 

The ¯tie° for the medal was played off on the following Monday and resulted in favor of 

Mr. Hunter.  

We trust this notice will be the means of bringing out more players who may not yet 

know the existence of the game of ¯golf° in Canada.  

(Gazette [Montreal], 21 October 1875, p. 3) 

Note that in the 1870s, handicaps were calculated by reference to the average score of a golf 

club®s best player, who was designated its scratch player (regardless of what his average score 

happened to be or how it compared to the best scores of players at other clubs). We can see 

that the handicaps calculated for the competition above were extraordinarily accurate, producing 

very close net scores. One might suppose that Hunter and fellow Club members had played the 

Quebec course sufĜciently frequently during the 1875 season for the club®s handicap committee 

to have a good number of scorecards from which to make its quite accurate calculations. 

Recall that Sharp said in 1898 that the ¯Ĝne gentlemen° who Ĝrst played golf in 1874 ¯started the 

club by laying out a short links of nine holes on the Cove Fields° (Golf [New York], vol 2 no 5 

[May 1898], p. 3). It is certainly possible that Hunter originally laid out a nine-hole course 

(whether in 1874 or sometime before this). And then, back in Quebec City in 1875 and playing 

golf on Cove Fields once again, Hunter may have expanded his nine-hole course to 12 holes. 

Alternatively, the course may have had 12 holes from the beginning ² just like the Prestwick 

Links where Hunter had learned his golf and where the Ĝrst Open championship was held in 

1860. 

After his championship win in 1875, Hunter is not recorded as participating in any more Club 

competitions, but he certainly maintained a connection to the Quebec Golf Club well after this 

date.  
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In 1877, for instance, he represented Quebec in what has since become the oldest amateur 

competition in the world, the contest for the Amateur Gold Medal at Leven, Scotland: 

The annual competition on the Leven Links for the amateur Gold Medal, which is open 

to all members of invited clubs, took place on Saturday. 

This competition has now attained a considerable importance and is looked forward to 

with not a little interest, which is yearly on the increase. 

Not only local players, but representatives from Edinburgh, Elie, Musselburgh, St. 

Andrews, and other golĜng centres take part, and this year the muster was fair and 

pretty well divided among the various clubs¤. 

Fifteen couples entered and these were dispatched by ¤ the secretary of the 

Innerleven Club in the following order: ¤ James Hunter (Quebec) and Capt. [R] 

Jackson (Royal and Ancient St. Andrews) ¤. 

(Field [London, England], 18 August 1877, p. 201) 

Hunter (who Ĝnished the competition tied 12th) was presumably the Ĝrst member of the Quebec 

Colf Club to represent it internationally. 

In 1880, he again represented the Club internationally ² this time in England in a prestigious 

tournament held at the Alnmouth Golf Club in Northumberland. The signiĜcant prize money on 

offer attracted the top professionals, but since the competition was ¯open,° the quality of the 

professional players entered in the tournament also attracted leading amateur players Hunter 

and Doleman: 

Competition at Alnmouth ²  

This event, under the auspices of the Alnmouth Golf Club, took place yesterday over 

the beautiful course which runs along the Isla shore.  

As the competition was open to all golfers, it attracted all the best professional players 

and some well-known amateurs¤. 

It excited not a little interest among visitors resident here in summer. 

The match consisted of four rounds of the green, making 36 holes. 

The principal interest was concentrated in Bob Ferguson and Jamie Anderson, the 

[Open] champion and ex-champion, neither of whom, however, distinguished 

themselves. 

Bob Martin, St. Andrews, came in Ĝrst, his rounds being 43, 42, 41, 42 ² total 168; Mr. 

William Doleman, of Glasgow, amateur, 42, 44, 44, 40 ² 170; Jamie Anderson, St. 

Andrews, 42, 43, 44, 42 ² 171; Bob Ferguson, Musselburgh, 43, 40, 46, 45 ² 174; B. 

Sayers, Leith, 177; Mungo Park, Alnmouth, 182; Mr. James Hunter, amateur, Quebec 
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Golf Club, 183; Willie Park, Musselburgh, 184; the veteran Tom Morris, 188; [J.O.] F. 

Morris, 188. 

An interesting match took place [afterwards] between Mr. Hunter and Mr. Doleman, the 

only two amateurs, who had distinguished themselves, and resulted in Mr. Hunter, the 

representative of Canada, defeating his opponent by four holes.  

(Aberdeen Free Press, 10 September 1880, p. 6, emphasis added) 

Although Hunter®s work for long periods in the golf desserts of Georgia and Alabama severely 

restricted his opportunities to play golf, he continued to play golf when he could and performed 

at a high level in tournaments and exhibition matches whenever he returned to Scotland and 

England. Since he had taken his golf clubs to Quebec City in the late 1860s and early 1870s, 

one might presume that he had also taken them with him to the American South, although no 

reports of his having laid out golf courses there have emerged. 

In 1883, on the Hoylake links of the Royal Liverpool Golf Club (where he would soon become a 

member), Hunter Ĝnished second in a competition among 78 top amateurs representing clubs 

from across Scotland and England: 

The autumn meeting of the Royal Liverpool Golf Club commenced yesterday at 

Hoylake, when 39 couples started to compete for the Dowie Cup and Hall-Blythe Golf 

Medal. 

Favoured by excellent weather, it was anticipated that good 

scores would be made, as several of the leading Scotch and 

English amateurs were present. 

The crack English player, John Ball, Tert[ius], [he would 

become known as John Ball, Jr, on the death of his 

grandfather and would then win the Amateur Championship a 

record eight times] was Ĝrst favourite, having carried all before 

him and rarely suffered defeat¤. 

On the cards being handed in, it was found that Mr. Allan 

MacFie had won the Dowie Cup with the excellent score of 85 

strokes ¤. 

The next best score was that of Mr. James Hunter, a well 

known St. Andrews player.  

This gentleman secured the Hall-Blyth Gold Medal with the 

creditable score of 88 strokes ¤. 

The next best scratch scores were John Ball, Tert, [and two 

others] 89 ¤. 

(Dundee Courier, 11 October 1883, p. 4) 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤΫЮsŸőŰЮ7ċũũеЮsƖдеЮĦŔƖĦċЮ
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After the 1884 Open Championship at Prestwick (in which James Hunter 

Ĝnished 17th), the Open Champion of 1883, Willie Fernie (1855-1924), was 

pleased to take the amateur Hunter as his partner in a foursome match 

against two formidable professional opponents: the just crowned 1884 

Open Champion, Jack Simpson, and a rising match-play star, Willie 

Campbell (who would be hired by the Country Club at Brookline, 

Massachusetts, in the spring of 1894).  

Not given much of a chance against the pair of golf professionals, Fernie 

and Hunter would win a close match ² largely because of the latter®s play: 

The most important of the [exhibition] 

matches played on Saturday [after 

completion of the Open Championship] was 

that of a foursome by Mr. James Hunter and 

W. Fernie (ex champion) against J. Simpson 

(champion) and W. Campbell.  

The game was one of 36 holes and excited 

considerable excitement, as was seen from 

the big crowd that followed the players. 

The favourites were undoubtedly Simpson 

and Campbell, who seemed to justify the 

conĜdence of their supporters as they came 

in two up in the Ĝrst round of 18 holes, due in 

large measure to the excellent putting of 

Campbell ¤. 

The playing of balls from the tee by Fernie 

was not up to the form he exhibited in the 

match for the [Open] Championship on 

Friday ¤. 

But for the admirable approaches to the hole 

made by Mr. Hunter, the round would have 

closed much more to their disadvantage. 

On starting on the second part of the match, 

the Ĝrst two holes fell to Mr. Hunter and 

Fernie, making the match all square¤.  

The match ended in their favour by one hole.  

(Irvine Times [Scotland], 10 October 1884, p. 

3) 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤάЮìŔũũŔĲЮ[ĲƖŰŔĲеЮ
ĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΫΦд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥΣЮsċĦťЮÉŔůƓƚŸŰЮёΤΫΨάцΤΫάΨђеЮƨŰĬċƣĲĬд 
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Another account of the match assessed the relative 

performances of the four players.  

On the one hand, ¯Simpson®s play was not so equal, 

frequently foozling his teed shots, as also his iron. Campbell 

played a Ĝne game all through, his long puts keeping down 

a severe defeat and nearly making the game all square° 

(Irving Herald [Scotland], 11 October, p. 3).  

On the other hand: 

Fernie, in the Ĝrst round, topped a few balls and was not 

playing so steadily, but in the second round his play was 

faultless. 

Hunter played a very steady game both rounds but was 

noticed particularly for his grand approach to the green 

with the iron, he invariably landing the ball within a yard or 

a yard and a half from the hole.  

(Irving Herald [Scotland], 11 October, p. 3) 

And so, Hunter was well-known amongst amateur and 

professional golfers alike, and his abilities were widely 

respected by partners and opponents.  

After he died so unexpectedly in 1886 (his friends in Mobile said he seemed ¯stout and healthy° 

[Mississippi Press [Pascagoula, Mississippi], 5 February 1886, p. 2]), a correspondent wrote 

about him to the Aberdeen Evening Express: 

On the day after the remains of Principal Tulloch [principal of the University of St. 

Andrews] were laid in the cathedral grounds of St. Andrews, those of Mr. Hunter, a well-

known golfer, were deposited in the family burying-ground of Tom Morris, his father-in-

law, and beneath the golĜng memorial erected to the memory of ¯Young Tom,° the 

epitaph of which was written by the Principal. 

Mr. Hunter was born at Prestwick and early became a keen golfer, and though actively 

engaged in trade in America, where he instituted the Quebec Golf Club, he spent his 

summers in this country, and there was no one better known and [more] deservedly 

highly appreciated both as a good exponent and liberal patron of the game. 

His well-known Ĝgure will be missed upon the various greens on both sides of the 

Tweed.  

(Aberdeen Evening Express, 27 February 1886, p. 2) 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥΤЮìŔũũŔĲЮ9ċůƓĤĲũũЮёΤΫΩΥцΤάΣΣђеЮ
ĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫάΣд 
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Seeming to be in good health, Hunter had no way of knowing that he was playing his Ĝnal rounds 

of golf in the fall of 1885.  

He played well in an amateur competition at Carnoustie at the end of September, afterwards 

being invited to play in a foursome exhibition match as the partner of John Ball, Jr. They had 

known each other since being paired together in a Hoylake competition in October of 1881, 

when Ball was just 19 years of age (we recall that Ball®s 19-year-old cousin Willie Davis had left 

Hoylake for Montreal in March of that year). In the 1880s, Hunter was also a foursomes partner 

of John Ball, Jr®s father ² as we recall, a founder of Royal Liverpool whose hotel served as the 

clubhouse. 

In mid-October, James Hunter travelled south to the Hoylake links of the 

Royal Liverpool Golf Club to participate once again in the competitions and 

exhibition matches that were part of its fall meeting.  

He was now a member of the Club, and he was once again invited to play in 

notable exhibition matches:  

Many golfers have arrived at Hoylake for the autumn meeting and some good 

singles and foursomes were enjoyed last Monday¤. 

Tom Morris and [nephew] Jack Morris beat Mr. H.C.S. Everard [soon to 

become a noted golf writer] and Mr. Jas. Hunter one up but lost a second 

match by three up and one to play.  

(Field [London, England], 10 October 1885, p. 535) 

Hunter®s Ĝnal exhibition match was against Bob Martin, the 1876 Open 

Champion who had won the Open Championship at St. Andrews just one 

week before.  

Hunter®s Ĝnal recorded round of golf was a good one: ̄Mr. James Hunter 

beat Bob Martin (champion) two up° (Field [London, England] 10 October 

1885, p. 535). 

His death less than four months later was ofĜcially noticed by the Royal 

and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews in a letter to the editor of Field: 

DEATH OF MR. JAMES HUNTER 

Sir, 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥΦЮ7ŸĤЮ~ċƖƣŔŰеЮ
ĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΫΨд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥΥЮcдÉд9дЮ
EƻĲƖċƖĬеЮΤΫΫΣд 
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Your readers will hear with sincere regret of the sudden death of Mr. James Hunter at 

the early age of 37. 

Mr. Hunter left this country for Mobile, Alabama, in November, apparently in the best of 

health. 

On Feb. 1, a telegram was received by his father-in-law, Tom Morris, bidding him 

prepare for the worst ² a warning unhappily but too soon justiĜed by the event, as 

shortly afterwards news was received of his death from heart disease. 

Of his merits as a golfer, accentuated as they were by his geniality of temperament and 

unfailing self-command under the most adverse circumstances, it is unnecessary to 

speak. Enough to say they were sufĜcient to raise him to quite the front rank of players, 

and at St. Andrews, Hoylake, and Prestwick, as well as at other greens, his loss will be 

severely felt. 

The greatest sympathy is expressed for his widow and for the veteran ¯Old Tom.° 

RESQUIAT IN PACE. 

The Club House, St. Andrews 

(Field [London, England], 13 February 1886, p. 193) 

Remembered as a golfer and a businessman, James Hunter was not remembered as a golf 

course architect.  

Some think that he laid out a course in Darien, Georgia, where he lived off and on between 1869 

and 1879, but I can Ĝnd no evidence to support such a claim.  

Mind you, his younger brother Robert Hunter (1850-1916), whom he 

brought out from Scotland in the late 1870s to run his Darien operation, 

and who later took over his Mobile concerns, certainly designed a 

course ² the Ĝrst golf course in Mobile (laid out in 1899) ² and thereby 

became known as ¯The Father of Golf in Mobile.° 

Whether or not James Hunter had a hand in designing any other golf 

course, his 12-hole Quebec layout is the only design about which we 

know anything.  

Fortunately, although the earliest records of the Quebec Golf Club were 

long ago lost in a Ĝre, just a month after the Club®s Ĝrst handicap medal 

tournament (won by Hunter) was played in October of 1875, a 

description of Hunter®s layout was provided by Foote in his letter to the editor of Field.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥΧЮÅŸĤĲƖƣЮcƨŰƣĲƖеЮ
9ŸƨŰƣƖǃЮ9ũƨĤЮŸŉЮ~ŸĤŔũĲеЮ
ΤάΤΨдЮÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮĦŸƨƖƣĲƚǃЮ
ŸŉЮƣőĲЮ9ŸƨŰƣƖǃЮ9ũƨĤЮŸŉЮ
~ŸĤŔũĲд 
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Foote offered several general observations about the course: ¯The putting greens are fair; the 

distances between holes from 200 to 400 yards; seven shots to the hole is average play; and an 

hour and a half is required to do the round° (Field [London, England], vol 41 no 1195 [20 

November 1875], p. 588).  

Seven shots per hole on the 12-hole course produced a score of 84. Scratch player Hunter shot 

64 in 1875 (an average of 5.3 per hole), the other gross scores being 85, 86, 87, and 89 (an 

average of just over 7 per hole). It was only when Musselburgh golfers Andrew Parks Scott 

(1854-1934) and his brother Thomas Martin Scott (1853-1932) joined the Club in 1876 that 

scores better than Hunter®s began to be achieved by the best players. 

We can see from Foote®s detailed description of particular holes that Hunter laid out the original 

course so that, wherever possible, a tee shot was forced to carry a natural hazard ² as we know, 

this was a design strategy that Tom Dunn would make a principle of penal golf course 

architecture in the early 1890s.  

The natural cross hazards on Cove Fields that Hunter routed his holes across are emphasized by 

bold type in the text below: 

Starting ¤, a drive of 150 yards clears a luxuriant crop of thistles and brings us 

within a cleek shot of the Ĝrst hole¤. 

The second hole is reached over the old French forts ² a hard one for the novice. 

Leaving there, we strike ¤ for No. 3, and from an elevation 100 feet above it, a clean 

drive of 120 yards carries us over a yawning trench. 

The fourth is a short hole ¤ and the Ĝfth, in the same direction, brings us to the turning 

point of our course after many hazards of bush and break¤. 

80 feet above our heads lies No. 6¤. A long swipe ¤ must be taken in the wrong 

direction to gain this hole; otherwise the ball, rebounding from the hill, will be behind 

us¤. 

Nos. 8 and 9 bring us homewards easy enough if the line is well kept and the marshy 

ground avoided¤. 

After a hard struggle across some very rough ditches, No. 11 is found ¤.  

(Field [London, England], vol 41 no 1195 [20 November 1875], p. 588, emphasis added) 

There seem to have been no hazards to cross on the 7th and 10th holes (Foote does not even 

deign to describe these two holes), nor was there a hazard to cross on the last hole: ¯To No. 12, 
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our start and Ĝnish, the run in is easy° (Field [London, England], vol 41 no 1195 [20 November 

1875], p. 588). 

The 1875 12-hole course seems to have endured until the middle of the 1880 season, during 

which a 14-hole course entered play.  

We know that in May of 1880, ¯the Challenge trophy was the subject of a very keenly contested 

handicap match between members of the Quebec Golf Club° in which ¯eleven players started 

for a round of 12 holes° (Morning Chronicle [Quebec City], 31 May 1889, p. 3).  

Clearly, the 12-hole course was still intact in the spring of 1880.  

But when Montreal resident Alexander Dennistoun (who was a member of both the Montreal and 

Quebec clubs) came to Quebec in August of 1880 to play Thomas Martin Scott in ¯the annual 

match for the ­Champion® gold medal of the Quebec Club,° their match was played over a 14-

hole course, with their play on each hole described in a Montreal newspaper (see the Daily 

Witness [Montreal], 30 Augusts 1880, p. 1).  

When Dennistoun played this match at the end of August, it was said of him that he ¯had not 

before played° to ¯the ninth or Martello Tower hole° (Daily Witness, 30 Augusts 1880, p. 1). In 

May of 1880, however, the Montreal Golf Club had competed at Quebec City for the Challenge 

Cup ² and it had done so ¯under the leadership of Capt. Dennistoun,° and so, on the one hand, 

since Dennistoun had played the 12-hole Cove Fields course in May but, on the other hand, 

encountered the Martello Tower Hole (or 9th hole) for the Ĝrst time in August, we can see that the 

Martello Tower Hole was one of the new holes (Montreal Star, 22 May 1880, p. 1). 

Perhaps the new course was simply the old 12-hole course with two more holes added to it. Or 

perhaps the Club had not just added two new holes but also changed other holes.  

It is hard to tell. 

It was on this new 14-hole course that Willie Davis played in May of 1881 when he was issued a 

challenge by the best player of the Quebec Golf Club, Andrew Parks Scott.  

A.P. Scott was an accountant and his brother T.M. Scott was a bank manager. They had lived 

and worked in Edinburgh but played golf at Musselburgh. The immigrated to Quebec City in the 

mid-1870s and immediately joined the Quebec Golf Club.  
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By the beginning of 1881, the Scott brothers were regarded as the two 

best golfers in Canada ² ̄A.P. being a bit the better of the two° (R.G. 

Cassels, letter to the editor, Canadian Golfer, vol 16 no 10 [February 

1931], p. 776).  

By contrast, newly arrived golf professional Davis (just 19 years of age) 

was an unknown quantity. The Quebec Golf Club was determined to test 

the mettle of their rival club®s revolutionary acquisition.  

Fresh from years of experience on the highly regarded links course at 

Hoylake (Davis®s contract with the Montreal Golf Club required him to 

specify his ¯average number of strokes in playing the round of the 

Hoylake links°), Davis must have been astonished by Quebec®s unique 

inland golf course (Davis®s handwritten contract, courtesy of Royal 

Montreal Golf Club). 

It took Davis more than half the match to Ĝnd his feet in the contest against Scott ² a match he 

long remembered and even wrote about in 1896: 

On my arrival in Montreal, in April, the snow was not all off the ground, and there was 

very little play for two weeks. 

I was soon challenged by Mr. A.P. Scott, then at Quebec, to play him on the latter links. 

The match came off on May 23rd, and Mr. Scott led the way to the tenth hole, when he 

was 4 up and 8 to play. 

I then began to realise that the match was getting altogether too one-sided, so, 

throwing off my coat, I went to work and, strange to say, won the remaining 8 holes, 

thus Ĝnishing 4 up. 

This game was witnessed by the Marquis of Lorne, [a member of the Quebec Golf Club] 

who was then the governor General of Canada and for whom I afterward made several 

clubs.  

(William F. Davis, autobiographical statement, courtesy of the Royal Liverpool Golf Club) 

It may be that the turnaround that Davis achieved over the last eight holes of the match was 

facilitated by the fact that he was playing four of those holes for the second time that day. 

James Hunter®s Ĝngerprints were all over the earliest Quebec layouts. How much of the 14-hole 

course that Davis played in 1881 can be attributed to Hunter?  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥΨЮдÂдЮÉĦŸƣƣеЮΤΫάΩд 



 

ΠΠ 
 

In terms of the information presented above, we know that there was perhaps a 9-hole course 

laid out by1874, there was deĜnitely a 12-hole course laid out by at least 1875, and there was 

deĜnitely a 14-hole course laid out in 1880. We also know that Hunter was associated with the 

formation of the Club in 1874 and was back in Quebec City playing golf in 1875. The design of 

the earliest courses can conĜdently be attributed to him. We also know that Hunter represented 

the Club in Scotland in 1877 and in England in September of 1880, when he was described as 

¯the representative of Canada.° One wonders whether he had been in Quebec City earlier in 

1880 and might have advised the club about how to expand the course to 14 holes. 

The 14-hole Cove Fields course introduced into play in the summer of 1880 was almost certainly 

the course that Davis played at the beginning of the next season when he competed against 

Scott in May of 1881. If Hunter had indeed designed the additional holes for the 14-hole course 

opened in 1880, then Davis would have encountered only Hunter®s work when he Ĝrst played at 

Quebec. And even if two or more holes of the 12-hole course were designed by someone else, 

by far the majority of the holes that Davis played had been designed by Hunter. Furthermore, it is 

likely that any holes designed by other Club members were probably faithful to the design 

principles that Hunter had explained to Farquharson Smith when those two laid out the original 

course. 

Davis also played Quebec®s 14-hole course four times between 

1890 and 1892 in competition with Andrew Whyte Smith (1849-

1901), who had been universally acknowledged since 1882 as 

Canada®s best amateur golfer (he regularly defeated the Scott 

brothers).  

In their seven matches between the spring of 1882 and the fall of 

1892, two matches were drawn, Davis won two, and Smith won 

three. After their Ĝnal match in the fall of 1892, Davis declared 

Smith ¯the best man he had ever met° (Gazette [Montreal], 31 

October 1892). 

Comparing the description of the course played by Dennistoun 

and T.M. Scott in August of 1880 to a diagram of the course 

published in 1882 (shown below), we can see that the course had 

changed somewhat during those two years.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥΩЮдìдЮÉůŔƣőеЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΫΣд 
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The 1880 Tower Hole was no longer the 9th but rather had become by 1882 the 6th. The 1880 

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥΪЮsд~дЮxĲůŸŔŰĲеЮÂŔĦƣƨƖĲƚƕƨĲШÄƨĲĤĲĦЮё~ŸŰƣƖĲċũжЮЮ?ċƽƚŸŰЮ7ƖŸƣőĲƖƚеЮΤΫΫΥђеЮƓдЮΨΤΫЮċд 
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10th hole was 100 yards, whereas the 10th hole in 1882 was the much longer Stevenson Hole (in 

1896, it was reported to be 175 yards long). In 1880, the longest hole was the 7th. In 1882, the 7th 

hole was called ¯The Valley Hole,° but by 1890 it was simply called ¯The Long Hole.° 

After the original course was laid out, according to Hall, it was regularly changed in relatively 

small ways: ̄ From year to year, the Quebec golfers secured rights to play on the grounds [of 

Cove Fields]; putting greens were laid out and put in order; the course was varied and 

lengthened gradually and the course flourished° (Golf [London], 10 February 1899, p. 426).  

Note that in those days, putting greens were not constructed as they would be in the early 

twentieth century on areas specially built-up above the level of the fairway, pushed up from front 

to back, with sculpted contours, but were rather pre-existing level areas of the golf property 

continuous with the fairway and rough around it, an area where dense grass could be cultivated 

and rolled to create a relatively smooth putting surface. And so, green sites at Cove Fields could 

easily have been varied from year to year as a green committee saw Ĝt. 

Similarly, as seen in the late 1890s photographs below, the Quebec Golf Club®s tee boxes were 

simply relatively level areas marked out by chalk lines, and so they could also easily be re-

located from year to year as a green committee saw Ĝt. 

But wherever a new green might have been laid out, and however much longer a hole might 

have been made by moving a tee box back, a report in the GolĜng Annual for 1887-88 suggests 

that James Hunter®s original strategy of requiring golfers to carry their shots over the natural 

hazards to be found on Cove Fields endured for subsequent iterations of the layout: 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥΫЮxĲŉƣжЮċЮƣĲĲЮĤŸǂЮũŸĦċƣĲĬЮĤĲőŔŰĬЮƣőĲЮ?ƖŔũũЮcċũũЮёƓƖŸĤċĤũǃЮƣőĲЮƣĲĲЮĤŸǂЮŉŸƖЮƣőĲЮőŸũĲЮťŰŸƽŰЮċƚЮџÑőĲЮÉƽċůƓѠЮŸƖЮџÑőĲЮ
~ŸƖċƚƚѠђдЮÅŔŊőƣжЮċЮƣĲĲЮĤŸǂЮċƣЮƣőĲЮĤċƚĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ~ċƖƣĲũũŸЮÑŸƽĲƖЮĦũŸƚĲƚƣЮƣŸЮƣőĲЮÉƣдЮxċƽƖĲŰĦĲЮÅŔƻĲƖЮёƓƖŸĤċĤũǃЮƣőĲЮƣĲĲЮĤŸǂЮŉŸƖЮƣőĲЮ
őŸũĲЮĦċũũĲĬЮџÑőĲЮéċũũĲǃЮcŸũĲѠЮŸƖЮџÑőĲЮxŸŰŊЮcŸũĲѠЮƣőċƣЮƖċŰЮƨƓЮƣŸЮƣőĲЮŸƣőĲƖЮ~ċƖƣĲũũŸЮÑŸƽĲƖђд 
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Quebec green may be termed a ¯sporting° one in every sense of the word.  

It is more extensive and diversiĜed in character than that at Montreal, its hazards being 

old fortiĜcations, deep gullies (which carry off the melting snow in spring), precipices, 

bogs, and moats; altogether a pleasant green, if for no other reason than for the 

immense variety of trouble which can be enjoyed (?) while at work on it.  

(GolĜng Annual 1887-88, ed. C. Robertson Bauchope [London: Horace Cox, 1888], 

p.124). 

In an essay that he must have written in 1890, Henry Stanley Smith 

(1839-1916) ² who was one of the eight men that James Hunter 

had introduced to golf in the mid-1870s ² described the course in 

an essay for Horace Hutchinson®s book, Famous Golf Links, which 

was printed in the early months of 1891.  

Smith, who knew every iteration of the course since 1874, allows 

us to see that much of the original layout endured into the 1890s 

and that it still sought to punish bad shots with all the same old 

natural cross hazards. 

In 1875, we recall that Foote described the Ĝrst hole as follows: 

S̄tarting ¤, a drive of 150 yards clears a luxuriant crop of thistles and brings us within a cleek 

shot of the Ĝrst hole.° Stanley Smith describes what seems to be a lengthened version of the 

same hole: 

The Ĝrst hole out is played along the glacis, directly under the guns of the citadel, and, 

although a pretty hole, presents no peculiar features of interest.  

A pulled ball, it is true, will Ĝnd its way into the citadel moat, but a good drive, a long 

spoon shot, and a short iron will bring us to the green¤.  

(Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° in Horace G. Hutchinson, Famous Golf Links 

[London: Longman, Green and Co., 1891], p. 181) 

The hole is now a three-shot hole rather than a two-shot hole: the second shot by cleek no 

longer reaches the putting green, leaving a short iron for the approach. 

Foote described the 2nd hole simply: ¯The second hole is reached over the old French forts ² a 

hard one for the novice.° Stanley Smith describes a hole with the same name and the same 

requirement of a shot over the old forts:  

¯Old forts,° ¤ the second hole out, is a good sporting hole.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΥάЮcĲŰƖǃЮÉƣċŰũĲǃЮÉůŔƣőеЮ
ƨŰĬċƣĲĬЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőд 
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A pulled ball sails away into space and may Ĝnd a resting-place in the bosom of the St. 

Lawrence.  

A heeled ball curls into the ¯sugar-bowl,° so called not from its sweetness, but because 

masses of rock are piled up in it like bits of lump sugar in a basin.  

A topped ball meanders into a ditch under the old fort wall. There is nothing for it here 

but a long, clean, straight drive, which will carry over the crumbling ruins of the old 

fortiĜcations and land the player on an acre of green grass.  

(Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° pp 182-83) 

It is possible that this hole had also been lengthened, for although Foote does not even describe 

a second shot, Stanley Smith describes a second shot fraught with danger: 

Even here [on the acre of green grass beyond the old fortiĜcations], his troubles are not 

over, as the putting green is to be found in the angle of an old V-shaped outwork, and 

the approach is far from easy.  

A topped iron shot strikes on the face of a rock and comes to utter grief; and if the 

vaulting ambition of the player leads him to drive clean over the green, he will fall on the 

other side of with a vengeance and may Ĝnd himself ¤ as far from the hole as when he 

started from the tee.  

(Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° p. 183) 

Foote®s 3rd hole confronts a trench as cross hazard: ¯we strike ¤ for No. 3, and from an elevation 

100 feet above it, a clean drive of 120 yards carries us over a yawning trench.° Stanley Smith 

describes the same hole: 

The third hole out is known as t̄he Trench,° for a long deep trench lies at the foot of the 

hill on which the tee is situated and intersects the green at this point. 

In the early spring, when the winter®s snow has melted. The trench is full of water and is 

sometimes called ¯the burn.°  

(Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° p. 183) 

Note that in 1890, Smith calls this hole ¯The Trench Hole,° whereas Lemoine®s 1882 diagram 

labels it ¯The French Hole.° A newspaper®s list of the holes in 1896 again calls it ¯The French 

Hole,° and it is now the 4th hole rather than the 3rd hole (Quebec Gazette, 10 June 1896, p. 2).  

In 1875, Foote gives short shrift to the 4th and 5th holes, merely mentioning that they each run in 

the same direction and present ¯many hazards of bush and break,° but Foote®s detail about the 

4th hole accords with Stanley Smith®s particular observation about the ¯troublesome° 4th hole: 

¯there is a valley ² ­the happy valley® ² bristling all over with unplayable bunkers, to be avoided at 

all hazards° (Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° p. 184). It may be this 4th hole (called ¯The 
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Cliff Hole° by Smith in 1890 and by the Quebec Gazette in 1896 but labelled ¯The Rifle Pit Hole° 

by Lemoine in 1882) that we see in the photograph below, in which a golfer on the tee appears 

to play at a 45 degree angle away from the green seen to the left of him. 

Playing away from the green was the strategy that Smith implicitly recommended for the 4th hole:  

The tee is to be found on top of a small hill and the hole on a sort of rocky promontory 

which lies opposite. 

Between the two hills is a valley ² ̄ the happy valley° ² bristling all over with unplayable 

bunkers to be avoided at all hazards. 

The great beauty of the drive from this tee is that it enables the player to gauge his own 

driving to a nicety. 

If modest, he will cross the happy valley at its narrowest point and circumnavigate 

towards the hole at an angle of forty-Ĝve degrees. 

If ambitious, he will go straight for the hole, but this necessitates a clean straight carry 

of 130 yards, and if the least bit short, he will strike the face of the cliff ¤. [and] his ball 

will be almost unplayable. He must take his niblick and play it quietly out onto the best 

bit of ground he can select and trust to getting up with the iron mashie. If he fail, he 

must go back to the niblick, and so on.  

(Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° pp. 184-85) 

What I take to be the view from the putting green of this 4th hole (which probably dates back to 

Hunter®s original design) can be seen in the 1894 painting reproduced below. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦΣЮ9ċŰċĬŔċŰЮÂċĦŔǯĦЮÅċŔũƖŸċĬЮ9ŸůƓċŰǃеЮÑőĲШ ŰĦŔĲŰƣШ9ŔƣǃШŸŉШÄƨĲĤĲĦЮёΤάƣőЮĲĬŔƣŔŸŰзЮÄƨĲĤĲĦЮ9ŔƣǃжЮ9őċƣĲċƨЮ[ƖŸŰƣĲŰċĦЮ
9ŸдеЮΤΫάΦђеЮƓдЮΥΥд 
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In 1875, according to Foote, the 4th and 5th holes ran in the same direction. The 1898 photograph 

below looks over the area where the golfer above was located towards the Martello Tower where 

the chalked tee box shown in a photograph several pages above was found. 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦΤЮÉťĲƣĦőЮŸŉЮƽőċƣЮfЮƣċťĲЮƣŸЮĤĲЮƣőĲЮΧƣőЮŊƖĲĲŰЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮÄƨĲĤĲĦЮ]ŸũŉЮ9ũƨĤеЮ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖЮΤΫάΧдЮsċůĲƚЮ дЮ7ċƖĦũċǃеЮ]ŸũŉШŔŰШ
9ċŰċĬċаШ ШcŔƚƣŸƖǃЮёÑŸƖŸŰƣŸжЮ~Ħ9ũĲũũċŰĬЮċŰĬЮÉƣĲƽċƖƣеЮΤάάΥђд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦΥЮΤΫάΫЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮŸŉЮċЮƓċƖƣЮŸŉЮ9ŸƻĲЮ[ŔĲũĬƚдЮÑőĲЮĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊЮƻŔƚŔĤũĲЮũĲŉƣЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ~ċƖƣĲũũŸЮÑŸƽĲƖЮŔƚЮċЮĦŸŰƻĲŰƣзЮƣőĲЮĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊЮ
ƻŔƚŔĤũĲЮƖŔŊőƣЮŸŉЮŔƣЮŔƚЮċЮƓƖŔƚŸŰдЮÑőĲЮŉĲŰĦĲЮƖƨŰŰŔŰŊЮƨƓЮƣőĲЮƚƣĲĲƓЮőŔũũЮƣŸƽċƖĬЮƣőĲЮ~ċƖƣĲũũŸЮÑŸƽĲƖЮůċƖťĲĬЮƣőĲЮŊŸũŉЮĦŸƨƖƚĲЮĤŸƨŰĬċƖǃд 
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Foote®s characterization of both the 4th and 5th holes as having ¯many hazards of bush and 

break° accords with Stanley Smith®s wish that ¯the mid-green [that is, the middle holes of the 

golf course] were not quite so rough° (Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° p. 188). 

Foote says that ¯Nos. 8 and 9 bring us homewards easy enough if the line is well kept and the 

marshy ground avoided,° and Stanley Smith describes a hole routed through this same marshy 

ground:  

The ¯Lacrosse° is an easy hole, although there is an ugly patch to the right known as 

GrifĜth®s Garden and a dangerous morass to the left into which, on a windy day, a skied 

ball is very apt to flop. 

This slough of despond is a constant source of aggravation to the Quebec caddie when 

called upon to retrieve [a ball] and on one occasion, a small Irishman struck work [i.e., 

went of strike]. 

He had successfully Ĝshed out the Ĝrst ball (very nearly sacriĜcing his boots in the 

effort), but when his lord and master put a second ball into the same spot, it was too 

much for his feelings. ¯If ye can®t play no better than that,° he exclaimed with true Celtic 

independence, ¯ye may get another caddie and that®s what it is.° 

And he laid down his clubs and disappeared.  

(Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° p. 184). 

In 1875, Foote had little to say about holes 7 to 12, and in 1890, Smith was similarly reticent 

about Ĝve of the remaining seven holes on what had become a 14-hole course in 1880 (he found 

just two of the holes on the last half of the course were worth describing): 

¯The Long,° ¯The Morass° and ¯The Cup° are the next holes, but none of them call for 

remark ¤.  

Of the remaining holes, ¯Stevenson®s,° named after one of the fathers of the club, and 

¯Racquet Court,° which is the last hole in, might merit description, but enough has now 

been said to show that the Quebec green has well earned its Canadian title of ¯the 

sporting green.°  

(Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° pp. 187-88) 

We can see that many of Hunter®s holes endured into the 1890s and we can see that his strategy 

of requiring golfers to clear a cross hazard with their drive also endured.  

Henry Stanley Smith assured golfers in 1890 that ¯on the Quebec green, the ­sporting drive® is 

always with us° (Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° p. 185). He noted, mind you, that this 

fact was experienced quite differently by different sorts of golfers: ¯For the long clean driver, the 
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Quebec links are a haven of rest, but for the duffer, they are Pandemonium, from the Ĝrst hole to 

the eighteenth° (Henry Stanley Smith, ¯Golf in Canada,° p. 188). 

Sharp made a similar observation in 1898:  

[The Quebec course] is most diversiĜed in character, running over and across the old 

French forts and earth works, the hazards being deep precipices, old fortiĜcations, 

gullies, moats, swamps and bogs.  

Long driving and sure iron shots are especially required in playing over these links; the 

short driver is punished.  

(Golf [New York]. Vol 2 no 5 [May 1898], p. 23) 

Long driving was necessary to carry natural cross hazards. Hunter®s course clearly exempliĜed 

what Tom Dunn would popularize as penal golf course architecture®s main principle: cross 

hazards must challenge all golfers, but those with short drives and unsure iron shots ² those 

who fail the challenge ² must be punished severely. 

For a young golf professional who would begin to design his own golf courses in Canada and the 

United States in 1891, there were lessons to be learned from Hunter®s design principles 

deployed (over and over again, it seems) on Quebec City®s challenging inland course. 
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Montreal®s Fletcher®s Field 

As we know, Willie Davis came to know the Quebec layout very well by the early 1890s, but 

Davis®s home course was the Montreal layout on Fletcher®s Field in Mount Royal Park. It, too, was 

modiĜed between his Ĝrst round of golf on the course in April of 1881 and his last round in the 

fall of 1892, and the last remodelling of the course was probably done by Davis, himself. 

As in Quebec City, so in Montreal: there was talk that enthusiasm for golf in the city had 

preceded the formation of a golf club.  

In fact, golf is supposed to have been played in Montreal by at least 1824.  

In 1891, in an effort to investigate the question, the Montreal Herald reproduced an 

announcement that had been published in the same newspaper just over 66 years before. 

¯Such as the above,° writes the editor of the Montreal Herald in 1891, ¯was the notice issued by 

our enthusiastic Scottish admirers of the game in the latter part of December 1824. This was 

probably the Ĝrst time the sport was to be enjoyed¤. Who can give us some further information 

on this subject?° (Montreal Herald, 11 January 1891, p. 1). 

No further information seems to have been forthcoming. 

The Priest®s Farm (so-called because a working farm surrounded and supported the Grand 

Seminary of St. Sulpice) was at the foot of Mount Royal. As can be seen on the 1840s map 

below, which shows but a portion of the Sulpician property, part of the farm was hilly and 

wooded, large parts of the farm were devoted to orchards, and part of the property was 

relatively level pasture land.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦΦЮ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖЮΤΫΥΧЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũШcĲƖċũĬЮċŰŰŸƨŰĦĲůĲŰƣЮƖĲƓƖŸĬƨĦĲĬЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũШcĲƖċũĬеЮΤΥЮsċŰƨċƖǃЮΤΫάΤеЮƓдЮΤд 
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In the 1820s, the level and open part of the Priest®s Farm was regularly used as a place for 

reviews of the city®s militia and of its cavalry troops. It was also a place for playing sports, such 

as cricket. As a Ĝeld on the edge of the city where the public was allowed to play sports and 

otherwise enjoy recreation, it was a natural place to play a Ĝeld sport such as golf. 

In 1882, unaware of the Montreal Herald advertisement from December of 1824, the Montreal 

Gazette claimed that ¯the game of golf ¤ was introduced into Canada in the year 1869 by 

several gentlemen in Montreal° (Gazette [Montreal], 9 October 1882, p. 8). The gentlemen in 

question were not named. But in his 1898 essay on the history of Canadian golf, John P. Roche 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦΧЮ?ĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮѨÑŸƓŸŊƖċƓőŔĦċũЮċŰĬЮÂŔĦƣŸƖŔċũЮ~ċƓЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ9ŔƣǃЮŸŉЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũеѨЮĤǃЮsċůĲƚЮ9ċŰĲеЮΤΫΧάд 
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(1860-1903), sports editor for the Montreal Gazette since the mid-1880s, named two of the 

gentlemen, and he also explained where they had played their golf: 

As far as reliable information is available, golf was played 

in Montreal between thirty and forty years ago by a few 

enthusiasts who happily brought with them to the new 

world the healthy ideas of sport imbibed in the land of 

their fathers. 

In those days, there was a common called Logan®s Farm 

that would have delighted the heart of any golfer. Logan®s 

farm has been transformed into the picturesque Logan®s 

Park, but there are still with us a few gentlemen who 

speak with feeling of those good old days in the sixties. If 

Mr. W.M. Ramsay or Mr. R.R. Grindley could be prevailed 

upon to write his reminiscences, they would supply the 

golĜng world with some very interesting reading anent 

them.  

(J.P. Roche, ¯Canadian Golf,° in Outing, vol 32 no 3 [June 

1898], pp. 260-61). 

Roche implies that his ¯reliable information° consists of having heard Ramsay 

and Grindley reminiscing about the golf they played before the Montreal Golf 

Club was formed. 

Edinburgh-born insurance agent, banker, and businessman William Miller 

Ramsay (1834-1912) and banker Richard Roe Grindley (1839-1898) were 

founding members of the Montreal Golf Club. In fact, Ramsay was elected 

vice-president at the organizational meeting on 4 November 1873. 

Grindley never had a chance to respond to Roche®s appeal to write down his 

reminiscences, for he died two months before Roche®s essay was published. 

Otherwise, Grindley would have corrected Roche®s claim that he had played 

golf at Logan®s Park in 1869, for Grindley did not arrive in Montreal until the 

fall of 1870. At the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the founding of the 

Club, however, founding member John Taylor recalled that ¯It was in ®72 that 

the idea of starting a club was brought up° ² a timeline that would have 

allowed Grindley to have been involved in this discussion. At the same 

celebration, Ramsay supplemented Taylor®s information about the beginning 

of golf in Montreal: ̄After Mr. Taylor, Mr. William Ramsay spoke. He went back 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦΨЮÅŔĦőċƖĬЮÅŸĲЮ]ƖŔŰĬũĲǃЮ
ёΤΫΦΧцΤΫάΫђеЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũШÉƣċƖеЮΤΦЮ
~ċǃЮΤΫάΫеЮƓдЮΪд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦΩЮìд~дЮ
ÅċůƚċǃеЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΫΤд 
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a little further than Mr. Taylor [he said] ¤ and mentioned the time when they used to play on 

Logan®s Park, which was then in reality a farm° (Montreal Star, 10 February 1899, p. 2). Ramsay 

conĜrms that several gentlemen played golf at Logan®s Farm before the Montreal Golf Club was 

formed, and we can probably infer that it was play at Logan®s farm that got the gentlemen in 

question talking in 1872 about the idea of forming a golf club. 

Today, La Fontaine Park represents the only open land that remains of the much larger Logan®s 

Farm, which belonged for three generations to a Logan family that arrived from Scotland in 1784 

and parlayed success as bakers in Old Montreal into the purchase of a vast tract of land outside 

the city limits that they turned into a farm: it was said that the rolling, partially wooded landscape 

crossed by creeks reminded the original owner of Scotland.  

By the 1870s, both Logan®s Farm and Fletcher®s Field had become the sites for military drills and 

parades, as well as all sorts of popular sports (such as quoits, cricket, baseball, football, and so 

on), so it is not surprising that people played golf at Logan®s Farm.  

In fact, a comparison in 1877 between Logan®s Farm and Fletcher®s Field by a reporter who had 

witnessed military parades on both properties perhaps suggests that Logan®s Farm might have 

had the better potential for golf: a military ¯review took place on Fletcher®s Field, Mount Royal 

Park, and, although this ground does not offer by any means the diversity of landscape 

presented at Logan®s Farm, with its wood, ravine, and level parade ground, yet the former is not 

without some picturesqueness to relieve the eye° (Montreal Star, 25 May 1877, p. 2). 

As late as 1900, Logan®s farm was targeted for development as a golf course: 

A NEW GOLF CLUB 

French-Canadian Sportsmen are Organizing to Play This Now Popular Game 

The Jacques Cartier Golf Club Will be the Title of the New Organization ² Links on 

Logan®s Farm 

The royal and ancient game of golf is attracting attention among French-Canadian 

lovers of outdoor sports and a club is now in process of organization among French-

Canadian sportsmen of this city. 

The new club will be known as ¯The Jacques Cartier Golf Club.°  

A number of gentlemen well known in social and sporting have the details of 

organization in hand and will be a matter of fact ere the snow flies. The matter has been 

enthusiastically taken up and it is predicted that this organization will be a success from 

the start. 
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For links, it is proposed to lay out a course on the eastern portion of Logan®s Farm¤.  

The western part is, of course, a park, the central portion is used as a playground, but 

the extreme eastern end is not used at all.  

There is plenty of room; in fact, it is said that there is much more room than on the 

mountain side where the Metropolitan Club has its links [formerly the links of the 

Montreal Golf Club]. 

It is said that permission will be asked of the Parks and Ferries Committee within a few 

days to use the ground for the purpose of laying out a nine-hole course.  

Several of the aldermen are interested in the game and it is highly probable that the 

request will be favourably listened to.  

(Montreal Star, 10 October 1900, p. 5) 

Despite its attractiveness as a terrain suitable to golf, from the point of view of the Montreal Golf 

Club in the 1870s, perhaps the biggest problem with Logan®s Farm was that it was a mile further 

than Fletcher®s Field from the city centre where actual and potential members of the Club lived 

and worked. Club secretary John L. Morris remarked in 1892 that ¯the grounds of the ­Royal 

Montreal Golf Club® are situate upon the north-eastern slope of Mount Royal and are ¤. within 

ten minutes® drive of the business part of the city° (Montreal Star, 7 November 1892, p. 3). 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦΪЮxŸŊċŰѩƚЮ[ċƖůЮё~ŔũŔƣċƖǃЮEǂĲƖĦŔƚĲЮ]ƖŸƨŰĬђЮƚőŸƽŰЮŔŰЮċЮĬĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮċЮůċƓЮŸŉЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũЮůċĬĲЮŔŰЮΤΫΩάд 



 

ΡΥ 
 

According to Sharp, Fletcher®s Field was the second place where the Montreal Golf Club played 

the game:  

Just twenty-Ĝve years ago ¤ was established the Montreal Golf Club ¤.  

A piece of land close to the city was at Ĝrst used, but in the course of a year or two, it 

was found necessary to seek other grounds.  

These were discovered without trouble, and links were laid out on Fletcher®s Field, a 

large common and part of Mount Royal Park lying about a mile from the center of the 

city. 

(Golf [New York]. Vol 2 no 5 [May 1898], p. 21) 

Is Sharp®s reference to ¯a piece of land close to the city° that the Club ¯Ĝrst used° for golf an 

allusion to Logan®s Farm? 

If so, is Sharp®s claim correct, or has he muddled together different events: on the one hand, 

play by gentlemen at Logan®s Farm before a golf club was organized and, on the other hand, play 

by the same gentlemen at Fletcher®s Field after the Montreal Golf Club was organized? 

According to AndrĄ Tessier, on the very day the Club was founded, 4 November 1873, ¯six trous 

furent inaugurĄs sur le Fletcher®s Field pars les premiers membres° (̄Le Golfe Comme Lieu de 

Distinction ; Deux Examples : Le Royal MontrĄal et le Royal QuĄbec,° M.A. Thesis, Department 

of Anthropology, Laval University, 1999, p. 27). Tessier indicates no source for his claim, and the 

assertion does not ring true, for although he claims there were 25 members on 4 November 

1873, there were actually just eight members present at the organization meeting that night, and 

there were just 15 members the Ĝrst year ² each of whom was named by the Montreal Gazette®s 

anonymous historian who reviewed the Ĝrst 48 years of the club®s history by consulting the 

club®s records in 1921 (Gazette [Montreal], 22 October 1921, p. 21). 

Original member Eric Mann recalled in 1921 that 1874 was the Club®s ¯Ĝrst 

playing season° (Gazette [Montreal], 24 October 1921, p. 13). Similarly, the 

anonymous 1921 Gazette historian indicates that golf started not in 1873, but 

rather in 1874. And, apparently, it was not played on Logan®s Farm: ̄play 

began in 1874 when it was arranged that members should meet each 

Wednesday and Saturday on the green at the head of Durocher Street° 

(Gazette [Montreal], 22 October 1921, p. 21). That is, in 1874, play began on 

Fletcher®s Field, which Club members called ¯The Green.° 
[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦΫЮEƖŔĦЮ~ċŰŰЮ
ёΤΫΧΫцΤάΥάђд 
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Curiously, there is no reference to the new golf club in any of the Montreal newspapers until 

October of 1874, when an item was published that seems to have been based on a 

communication from the secretary of the Montreal Golf Club, Joshua C. Collins (Collins had 

acted as secretary at the founding meeting on 4 November 1873): 

We understand that the Golf Club which has lately been organized 

for play in this city meets for play on Wednesday and Saturday 

afternoons. 

The Secretary of the Club, J. Collins, Esq., Custom House Square, 

will be happy to afford information to any gentlemen desirous of 

joining the Club.  

(Montreal Star, 27 October 1874, p. 1) 

That it was only at the end of the 1874 golf season that the secretary asked the Montreal Star to 

publicize the club®s weekly schedule and to announce that new members were welcome 

perhaps suggests that the Club was slow to get itself organized in its Ĝrst full year.  

Such a suspicion is supported by the fact that there was no club championship conducted in 

1874. The Club®s new secretary, J.K. Oswald, wrote to newspapers at the end of the 1875 

season to announce that ¯the Ĝrst champion belt won at this royal game in Canada° had just 

been awarded at the conclusion of a competition held by the new Montreal Golf Club (Montreal 

Star, 26 October 1875, p. 3). 

And so, the possibility remains that the gentlemen who organized the Club in November of 1873 

began to play in the spring of 1874 where some of them had been playing golf all along ² at 

Logan®s Farm ² and then moved to Fletcher®s Field later in 1874.  

Alexander Dennistoun may have been instrumental in directing the Club®s attention to the golf 

possibilities of Fletcher®s Field. Eric Mann recalled observing Dennistoun using Fletcher®s Field 

as an informal driving range in 1873 before ² just before the Club was formed, it seems: 

The Ĝrst time I ever saw golf in Canada was in 1873. 

One day, while walking with my wife on the lower part of what is now Fletcher®s Field, I 

saw a carriage drive up and, as it passed, I remarked that the occupant has some clubs. 

Presently, the carriage drew up and the gentleman got out and began hitting some balls 

to likely spots where they could be recovered. 

That was Mr. Alex. Dennistoun.  

(Gazette [Montreal], 24 October 1921, p. 13) 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΦάЮsŸƚőƨċЮ9дЮ
9ŸũũŔŰƚеЮΤΫΫΤд 
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The Club was certainly well-established at Fletcher®s Field by 1875, for in mid-October of that 

year, the editor of the Montreal Gazette referred to the Club®s Fletcher®s Field course in an item 

intended to promote the development of golf in Canada (¯We trust this notice will be the means 

of bringing out more players who may not as yet know the existence of the game of ­golf® in 

Canada°): 

¯GOLF° IN CANADA 

We are glad to see this game gaining ground in Canada. 

Already we have two clubs started ² one in Montreal and one in Quebec. 

In the former city, play is carried on generally every Wednesday and Saturday on the 

t̄urf° on the east side of the mountain, where there are six holes and lots of h̄azards° 

to try the amateur player®s skill and patience.  

(Gazette [Montreal], 21 October 1875, p. 3).  

People often refer to the original Fletcher®s Field course as a nine-hole layout, but this 1875 

reference to a six-hole course seems accurate. 

On the one hand, the Club is said to have an ¯ink sketch° of ¯the original six-hole layout° which 

is ¯framed and displayed for the members° [Denzil Palmer, quoted in ¯The First Club,° Golf 

Canada Magazine, April 2017].) 

On the other hand, note that the number ¯six° was italicized in the 1875 

newspaper report (the word had been highlighted in the text provided to 

the newspaper®s typesetter) and note that Secretary Oswald cut out this 

article and glued it into his record book for 1875, and when he did so, he 

did not cross out the word ¯six° and write in the word ¯nine,° nor did he 

otherwise indicate that the newspaper®s information was inaccurate.  

And so, we can presumably take it as a fact that the Fletcher®s Field golf 

course had just six holes before the publication of this 21 October 1875 

item.  

Curiously, however, just two days after this newspaper report about the 

six-hole course appeared, another newspaper report hinted that the golf 

course had seven holes. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧΣЮsдuдЮ§ƚƽċũĬеЮ
ĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΫΤд 
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For Oswald had submitted identical press releases to the Montreal Gazette and the Montreal 

Star in which he provided interesting information about the course as it existed on 23 October 

1875:  

The Montreal Golf Club played for their Champion Belt on Saturday last [October 23rd]. 

The match was two rounds of 14 holes. 

After a keenly contested game, which showed excellent play, the result was that Mr. 

Oswald came in the winner of the belt, which, we might add, is the Ĝrst champion belt 

won at this royal game in Canada.  

(Montreal Star, 26 October 1875, p. 3; Gazette [Montreal], 26 October 1875, p. 3) 

The number ¯14° appears in both newspapers, indicating that it was unlikely to have been the 

result of a compositor®s error. This reference to 14 holes seems to suggest that the course now 

had seven holes ² two rounds of the course adding up to 14 holes.  

And so, late in October of 1875, another hole seems to have been added to the six holes in play 

earlier that month. 

This information about six holes and seven holes on Fletcher®s Field in 1875 is consistent with 

the possibility that the golfers had played elsewhere at the beginning of 1874 and that they Ĝrst 

set themselves up on the land on the east side of the mountain late in 1874 or early in 1875, 

beginning with six holes and then incrementally adding more until a nine-hole circuit was 

created ² perhaps by October of 1876, when the Quebec Golf Club came to play for the Ĝrst 

time, immediately after which a Quebec player wrote about the event to the editor of Field: ̄The 

Montreal Golf Club has put its ground in excellent order° (Field [London, England], 30 December 

1876, p. 791).  

Note that there were certainly nine holes at the beginning of the 1877 season, for the Club 

conducted a competition in June with members ¯playing two rounds of nine holes each° 

(Montreal Star, 11 June 1877, p. 2). 

Whenever the original six-hole Fletcher®s Field course was laid out, it was apparently laid out by 

Thomas McAnulty, who recalled the event when the 25th anniversary of the founding of Royal 

Montreal Golf Club was being celebrated in 1898: ̄Mr. Thomas McNulty [sic] has just been 

recalling with pride the fact that the putting-ground he ¤ laid down a quarter of a century ago 

on Fletcher®s Field was the Ĝrst in all America° (Canadian Gazette [London], cited in Toronto 

Saturday Night, 10 December 1898, p. 10).  
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Born in Ireland in 1829, son of Neil McAnulty (a gardener) and Mary Crossen, 

but immigrating to Montreal with his family when he was just a young boy, 

McAnulty was employed for many years as the head gardener for John 

Torrance, retail and wholesale merchant, owner of a steamboat company, 

director of railroad companies, director of the Bank of Montreal, and so on.  

Torrance loved gardening and became a founder of the Montreal Horticultural 

Society in 1849. To manage his many acres of landscaped gardens, vineries, 

orchards, and conservatories, he had sought for the post of head gardener at 

his St. Antoine Hall estate the best man in Montreal. 

Submitting specimens from Torrance®s estate, McAnulty regularly won various 

prizes at horticultural exhibitions throughout the 1860s.  

But Torrance died in 1870 and McAnulty soon thereafter left professional gardening, but he 

would maintain a lifelong interest in horticulture. In fact, in the late 1880s and throughout the 

1890s, McAnulty would serve as a judge for exhibitions organized by the Montreal Gardeners 

and Florists Club and he would often respond to papers delivered at the Club®s meetings. 

As the head 

gardener at 

Torrance®s St. 

Antoine Hall, 

where he grew 

many exotic 

plants, McAnulty®s 

reputation was 

such that a letter 

he wrote to the 

president of Coe®s 

Superphosphate 

of Lime Company 

was subsequently 

used in in the mid-

1860s in a substantial advertising campaign in Quebec and Ontario: 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧΤЮsŸőŰЮ
ÑŸƖƖċŰĦĲЮёΤΪΪΩц
ΤΫΪΣђеЮΤΫΩΦд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧΥЮÉƣдЮ ŰƣŸŔŰĲЮcċũũеЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũеЮÄƨĲĤĲĦеЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΩΣƚд 
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Mr. A. Coe 

Dear Sir, 

I used some of your Superphosphate last year [1863] upon the Garden and Grounds of 

Mr. John Torrance, of which I have the charge, and wherever I used it, the effects were 

very marked and satisfactory. 

The Dahlias upon which I used it had a most extraordinary growth, some of them 

reaching 10 or 12 feet in height.  

It did well also on Grape Vines and other plants where I used it. 

I can certainly say it is a very valuable fertilizer, according to my experience. 

I am yours respectfully, 

Thomas McAnulty 

Gardener for Mr. John Torrance 

Montreal, April 5, 1864 

(Gazette [Montreal], 18 May 1864, p. 3) 

Although McAnulty was described as a gardener as late as a local newspaper®s 1876 funeral 

notice about the death of his young son, he seems to have been hired in 1873 or 1874 to work in 

Montreal®s newly created Mount Royal Park (in January of 1897, the Mount Royal Park 

Committee acknowledged that he had ¯been in the city®s service for 23 years° [Montreal Herald, 

15 January 1897, p. 1]). He may have begun his work in the park as a gardener, for gardeners 

were hired to clear brush from the new park even before a Chief Ranger was hired in 1874. 

Also sometimes called a Park Guardian or Park Constable or Forest Ranger, McAnulty worked 

long hours over the course of almost three decades as a ranger, and he was not awarded a raise 

or promotion for the Ĝrst quarter century of his work, according to an alderman who took up his 

case before City Council in 1897: 

Ald. Kinsella ¤ [had] the object of obtaining an increase of salary for Forest Ranger 

McAnulty¤.  

Kinsella held that McAnulty was certainly entitled to an increase. His duties required 

him to be on hand from 5 o®clock in the morning until late at night, and he was 

moreover obliged to cover a large area of the park grounds. 

¯If he had been a Frenchman,° said Ald. Kinsella, ¯he would have been all right, but 

because he is an Irishman, he has no one to shove him ahead.°  

(Montreal Herald, 15 January 1897, p. 1) 
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Over his nearly three-decade career as park ranger, McAnulty®s exploits were often chronicled 

in the newspapers.  

A personal highlight for him was giving a tour of the park to Queen 

Victoria®s daughter Princess Louise, whose husband, the Marquis 

of Lorne, was just beginning his Ĝve-year term as Governor-

General of Canada (1878-83): 

The Princess®s Visit to the Mountain 

Her Royal Highness took advantage of the Ĝne, clear weather on 

Sunday to visit the Mountain Park ¤. The Princess drove to the 

park about 4 o®clock ¤ accompanied by Lady Macnamara and 

Hon. Mrs. Moreton and Col. MacNeil, ¤ Equerry to the Queen, in 

attendance on Princess Louise¤. 

The carriage stopped at the refreshment booth and the Princess 

alighted with her ladies and sent the carriage back to town. The 

visitors to our Mountain Park strolled along, viewing from this point 

and that point the many beautiful pictures that are to be seen from 

its summit. The Princess was enraptured with views presented to her sight. 

During the party®s perambulations, Mr. McNaulty [sic], one of the Park Rangers, saw 

them, and thinking that they wanted to go to the cemetery, as they were walking that 

way, went up to them to give them some directions as to the best way of getting there. 

He was told, however, that the party wanted to see the western part of the country. He 

then, without knowing who his visitors were, offered to conduct them to a point where 

the Ĝnest view could be obtained. 

Col. McNeil asked if the distance was great, and on being told about 500 yards, the 

Princess commenced a brisk walk across the bush with the ranger and Col. McNeil by 

her side¤. 

On the way, McNaulty was surprised to learn from one of the gentlemen of the party 

that the lady he was conducting was Princess Louise. The ranger now took special 

pains to see that Her Royal Highness saw everything that was to be seen and guided 

her with great care over some nasty places. 

But the ranger says the Princess has been used to climbing mountains: that he is sure 

of, as she never displayed the slightest uneasiness at any of the dangerous parts 

where, indeed, very few of our citizens go. 

¯She is full of courage and a kind spoken lady,° says the ranger¤. 

[Reaching] the point from which the best views were to be seen ¤. the Princess was 

heard to exclaim, ¯What beautiful scenery.° The view was at that point magniĜcent. The 

sun was slowly going down in the west and the Valley of the Ottawa stood out to 

advantage. The villages of Sault au Recollet, St. Laurent, and the Mile End were all 

named to the Princess and the view of the Back River quite charmed the Princess. The 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧΦЮÂƖŔŰĦĲƚƚЮxŸƨŔƚĲЮċŰĬЮƣőĲЮ
~ċƖƕƨŔƚЮŸŉЮxŸƖŰĲеЮůŔĬцΤΫΪΣƚд 
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party now started back ¤ and on the way the Princess asked the ranger many 

questions concerning the number of people who visited [the park] and other matters 

connected with the rules that govern the park¤. 

On reaching solid ground, McNaulty said good day, and the princess returned his 

salutation courteously, at the same time rewarding him with some solid British coins for 

his attention. 

Mr. McNaulty is loud in his praise of the amiability and kindness of the princess, and it 

would go hard with anyone that would say anything but a kind word for her were he 

present.  

(Montreal Herald and Commercial Gazette, 3 December 1878, p. 2) 

McAnulty ² who was described as ālways obliging° ² may have been surprised that this 

performance of his ranger®s duties was covered so widely by the newspapers (Montreal Star, 3 

December 1878, p. 3). More often, he made the news for less pleasant aspects of his work: 

Thomas McAnulty, ranger, deposed [at a coroner®s inquest] that he was going around 

on his beat this morning and saw ¤ [a person] looking over the fence.  

He [also] looked over the fence and saw blood all over the ¤ face and head [of a body], 

so he climbed over the fence. 

On going closer, he saw that the right hand was lying by the body. There was a revolver 

in that hand¤. 

He asked [three passersby] ¤ to call at the police station on St. George Street and 

report the matter¤. 

He remained in charge of the body till ¤ detectives came up and he saw that the body 

was not disturbed.  

(Montreal Star, 3 October 1887, p. 5) 

He was also involved in a good deal of environmental policing: T̄wo young men ¤ were 

arrested at noon yesterday by Constable McAnulty for catching birds in Mount Royal Park° 

(Montreal Star, 23 October 1878, p. 3). On other occasions, he saw to it that people were 

arrested for cutting down trees and stealing wood. 

But there were instances of more dangerous policing: 

A Reckless Youth  

On Sunday afternoon, Park Ranger McNulty [sic] heard the sound of a pistol shot from 

the orchard near Fletcher®s Field. Hastening in that direction, he saw a young man 

recklessly Ĝring a revolver. He immediately gave chase and succeeded in capturing 

him. 



 

ΣΣ 
 

While he was being conveyed to the [police] station, he resisted and bit Mr. McNulty 

severely. 

He was overpowered, however, and locked up.  

(Gazette [Montreal], 1July 1879, p. 4) 

Occasionally, there was an opportunity to do a great good: 

Attempted Outrage ¤ 

A case of attempted outrage was tried on a young girl on Fletcher®s Field last evening. 

Young Miss Harding, aged about 13 years, was returning to her parents® home about 6 

o®clock when she was accosted by a well-dressed rufĜan. He offered to escort her 

home, and she consented, but he afterwards tried to assault her. 

Her screams, however, brought Ranger McNaulty [sic], of the Park, to her assistance, 

when the man ran away.  

(Gazette [Montreal], 12 February 1889, p. 3) 

McAnulty would became associated in the public®s mind not just with the building and design of 

the Ĝrst golf course in Montreal but also with the establishing and nurturing of golf culture in the 

city more generally. When McAnulty died in 1904, the Montreal Star observed: ¯In his capacity 

as guardian of Mount Royal Park, he was well known for the interest he displayed in the game of 

golf. Several generations will remember his familiar Ĝgure on the old links on Fletcher®s Field° 

(Montreal Star, 19 March 1904, p. 19). Although McAnulty has since been completely forgotten, 

he was once so widely known for his connection to the origins of golf in Montreal that at the 

beginning of the twentieth century, McAnulty was ¯said to have been the Ĝrst Montrealer to take 

up the game in the city° (Gazette [Montreal], 2 September 1901, p. 3).  

In McAnulty®s own day, in fact, it became a matter for debate whether it was properly ¯in his 

capacity as guardian of Mount Royal Park° that ¯he displayed [interest] in the game° and 

became a ¯familiar Ĝgure on the ¤ links on Fletcher®s Field.° The question of whether his 

support of the Royal Montreal Golf Club was really part of his responsibilities as a city employee 

was discussed by the Montreal City Council. 

His nominal superior was the Chief Ranger, William McGibbon (1825-1907) ² a retired 

Lieutenant-Colonel of the Montreal Field Battery and perhaps the most important early Ĝgure in 

the creation of Mount Royal Park, for he was tasked with realizing the plans for the park drawn 

up by Frederick Law Olmsted (plans that required the making of roads and a blasting away of the 

rock in the way of them). Yet when Chief Ranger McGibbon attempted to dismiss McAnulty for 
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¯alleged ill treatment to a boy,° an uproar ensued at City Council (Daily Witness [Montreal], 9 

June 1885, p. 4).  

One alderman observed that ¯McNulty had been complained of 

before both by the Park Ranger [McGibbon] and private 

individuals,° but another alderman ¯desired that McNulty be re-

installed° ² the alderman in question explaining that ¯he had been 

asked by gentlemen to bring the question before the Council° 

(Daily Witness [Montreal], 9 June 1885, p. 4).  

My suspicion is that McAnulty had removed a boy from the golf 

course ² perhaps rather forcibly ² and that the gentlemen who 

wanted McAnulty reinstated as Park Ranger were members of the 

Montreal Golf Club, for those opposed to McAnulty made clear that 

the basis of their dissatisfaction with him was that ¯McNulty [sic] did 

more work for the Golf Club than for the Park Commissioners° (Daily Witness [Montreal], 9 June 

1885, p. 4). 

An item appeared in the local newspapers two weeks later: ¯Mr. McNulty [sic], the Mountain Park 

employee who was suspended a short time ago, has been reinstated by the Parks and Ferry 

Committee° (Gazette [Montreal], 25 January 1885, p. 3).  

McAnulty not only kept his job but also seems to have become somewhat independent of 

supervision by McGibbon and by the Park Commissioners. 

For example, regarding this question of someone who ostensibly represented the Montreal Golf 

Club attempting to evict boys from the golf course, note a Park Commissioner®s quarrelsome 

response to a reporter®s suggestion that the golfers should left alone since the men and women 

golĜng in their red tops at Fletcher®s Field were so ̄picturesque°: 

It looks just as picturesque to see schoolboys at play at baseball, lacrosse, and cricket. 

The golfers have gone so far, I am told, as to order these boys out of the way. 

The boys have as much right there as they [the golfers] have, inasmuch as they both 

belong to the general public, whose money paid for the park.  

(Daily Witness [Montreal], 20 May 1892, p. 1) 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧΧЮxŔĲƨƣĲŰċŰƣц9ŸũŸŰĲũЮ
ìŔũũŔċůЮ~Ħ]ŔĤĤŸŰеЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũЮ[ŔĲũĬЮ
7ċƣƣĲƖǃЮёΤΫΨΨцΫΥђд 
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Of course, the person evicting the boys from the golf course is likely to have been that longtime 

benefactor of the Club, Park Ranger McAnulty, whose job it was (among others) to police trafĜc 

on Fletcher®s Field. 

It turns out that attempts to Ĝre McAnulty only made him stronger.  

When McGibbon again tried to have him dismissed in 1897, one alderman rose to defend 

McAnulty and another called McGibbon before the City Council and interrogated him about this 

new attempt to dismiss him: 

Ald. Sadler wanted to know if he (McAnulty) was under the control of the [chief] park 

ranger. 

Mr. McGibbon answered somewhat evasively and merely remarked that it was rather a 

mixed-up affair. 

(Montreal Herald, 15 January 1897, p. 1) 

Once again, McAnulty kept his job, and he presumably kept on doing as he had been doing. 

McGibbon retired two years after this Ĝnal attempt to Ĝre McAnulty ² which was several years 

before McAnulty himself retired. 

As Chief Park Ranger, McGibbon (and his 

family) lived in the old H.B. Smith House for 22 

years, beginning in 1874, whereas McAnulty 

resided in the ranger®s lodge built by the City in 

1881 ² the building in which a large room was 

reserved for the use of the Royal Montreal Colf 

Club: ¯In the orchard on the eastern side of the 

mountain, a house for the park ranger is just 

going to be erected, together with a hall for the 

accommodation of the Golf Club° (Gazette 

[Montreal], 16 May 1881, p. 3).  The Club eventually leased the entire building as clubhouse. 

The Club was careful to cultivate a good relationship with both McAnulty and McGibbon.  

For instance, during the winter of 1881-82, when the Club commissioned its famous composite 

photograph of its 1881 membership, in addition to arranging for taking individual photographs of 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧΨЮ9őŔĲŉЮÂċƖťЮÅċŰŊĲƖѩƚЮőŸƨƚĲеЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΪάд 
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each member, the Club commissioned a photograph of Chief Ranger McGibbon and included 

his image along with the images of the Club members presented in the historic tableau. 

Numbered 17 in this 1919 version of the 1882 photograph by photographers Notman & 

Sandham of Montreal, McGibbon is literally at the centre of this depiction of about 30 members 

of the Royal Montreal Golf Club.  

By the beginning of February 1882, this photograph was being displayed prominently in the 

window of the photographers® Montreal studio, and a local newspaper published a glowing 

review of it: 

We yesterday had the pleasure of seeing at Messrs. Notman & 

Sandham®s studio a very handsome and artistically arranged 

photograph group of the Montreal Golf Club. 

The artist has done his work well and deserves much credit for 

presenting so charming a picture. 

Mount Royal makes a bold background from which stands out in relief 

the Golf Club house and in front of it, on the high ridge of Fletcher®s 

Field, are ranged the members of the club in all kinds of peaceful and 

easy attitudes. 

A few ladies and some small boys carrying golf sticks are put in, 

adding much to the beauty of the scene. 

The portraits of the members are all clearly cut and stand out sharp 

and life-like.  

The grouping could not have been improved upon; everything is very 

natural in positions and surroundings. 

The members of the club, all very handsome men, by the way, are to 

be congratulated upon making so excellent a picture, which is now on 

view at Notman®s.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧΩЮ9ŔƖĦċЮΤάΤάеЮƣőĲЮΤΫΫΥЮĦŸůƓŸƚŔƣĲЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮůĲůĤĲƖƚЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũЮ]ŸũŉЮ9ũƨĤЮƽċƚЮƖĲƓƖŸĬƨĦĲĬЮƽŔƣőЮċЮ
џťĲǃѠЮŔĬĲŰƣŔŉǃŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮƓĲŸƓũĲЮƽőŸƚĲЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőƚЮĦŸůƓŸƚĲĬЮƣőĲЮŔůċŊĲдЮìŔũũŔċůЮ~Ħ]ŔĤĤŸŰЮŔƚЮŰƨůĤĲƖĲĬЮΤΪд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧΪЮ]ƖĲċƣũǃЮ
ĲŰũċƖŊĲĬЮĬĲƣċŔũЮ
ŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮ
ƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮċĤŸƻĲд 
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(Montreal Herald and Daily Commercial Gazette, 7 February 1882, p. 8) 

Having William McGibbon visit the photographers® studio to have his picture taken, and including 

his image alongside images of its members, the Montreal Golf Club publicly demonstrated 

respect both for the ofĜce of Chief Park Ranger and for the person occupying that ofĜce.  

As mentioned in the 

newspaper®s review 

of the photograph, 

the Club®s members 

were ranged in 

front of a sketch of 

the new ranger®s 

lodge. 

The trees to the 

right of the building 

are probably apple trees, for the clubhouse was built next to one of the old orchards that were 

common on the mountain farms that were expropriated for the assembling of the park land. This 

orchard would later loan its name to two of the Club®s golf holes. 

Although the photograph of Chief Park 

Ranger McGibbon was placed in front 

of the sketch of the new ranger®s lodge 

in Mount Royal Park, the Park Ranger 

who lived inside this new building was 

McAnulty.  

Given this fact, and given also 

McAnulty®s well-known work on behalf 

of the Royal Montreal Golf Club (service 

even above and beyond his job 

description), one might have expected 

an image of McAnulty to have been 

included in the Club®s composite photograph.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧΫЮЮƚťĲƣĦőЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮƖċŰŊĲƖѢƚЮũŸĬŊĲЮĤƨŔũƣЮŔŰЮΤΫΫΤдЮÑőĲЮ9ũƨĤЮŸǭŔĦŔċũũǃЮŸƓĲŰĲĬЮŔƣƚЮƖŸŸůЮ
ƽŔƣőŔŰЮƣőĲЮũŸĬŊĲЮŔŰЮ§ĦƣŸĤĲƖЮŸŉЮΤΫΫΤдЮ?ĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮ ŸƣůċŰЮ҂ЮÉċŰĬőċůѩƚЮΤΫΫΥЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΧάЮЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤάΣΫЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮĦũƨĤőŸƨƚĲЮŉƖŸůЮċЮ
ƓĲƖƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲЮƚŔůŔũċƖЮƣŸЮƣőĲЮŸŰĲЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮƚťĲƣĦőЮċĤŸƻĲд 
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My guess is that the Club decided to be politic and present the Chief Park Ranger ² rather than 

one of his employees ² as the person who was implicitly one of their number. 

In the fall of 1880, the Club®s Captain, Alexander Dennistoun, had broached the idea of building 

a lodge on Fetcher®s Field, and the suggestion was immediately endorsed by the editor of the 

Montreal Gazette: 

A Lodge for the Mountain Park  

The suggestion made by Capt. Dennistoun at the lunch of the golf club on Saturday that 

a lodge should be erected at the entrance to Mount Royal Park on Bleury Street [later 

renamed Park Avenue] is a good one and should be considered by the Park 

Commissioners.  

(Gazette [Montreal], 4 October 1880, p. 5). 

The City ofĜcially approved plans for such a building in the spring of 1881. 

Perhaps Dennistoun had in mind from the beginning a residence for the Club®s favorite park 

ranger: the golf-mad McAnulty. 

Beginning with a large room reserved for its use, the Club eventually leased the entire building 

from the City to use at its clubhouse, which became known as the Golf House, but the Club 

allowed McAnulty and his wife to continue living in it. And McAnulty did his part to keep the 

building in good repair: ¯Ranger McAnulty complained that his residence (the Golf club house) 

was untenable, as the roof was leaking° (Gazette [Montreal], 15 October 1887, p. 5).  

McAnulty resided in the building for eleven years, and when he moved out in 1892, the Club 

marked the occasion with the presentation to him of a generous gift of money: 

GOLF 

A Deserved Tribute  

Mr. T. McAnulty, park ranger, was made the happy recipient of a handsome subscription 

by the members of the Royal Montreal Golf Club as an expression of their esteem on 

the occasion of his leaving the Golf Club house.  

(Gazette [Montreal], 10 June 1892, p. 8) 

McAnulty was ofĜcially employed for almost thirty years by the City of Montreal, but over those 

three decades, he became increasingly associated ² however unofĜcially ² with the Royal 

Montreal Golf Club, such that his obituary notice in the Montreal Herald in 1904 barely 
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mentioned his proper employment, celebrating instead his formative influence on Royal 

Montreal®s golfers: 

Veteran Golfer Dead 

Mr. Thomas McAnulty, Sr., Passed Away This Morning 

Mr. Thomas McAnulty died this morning at his late residence, Pine Avenue. 

The deceased gentleman was a man of vigorous and active personality.  

For many years a resident of Montreal, he was doubtless best known as the friend of 

two generations of golf players, for in his capacity as guardian of Mount Royal Park, he 

was one of the Ĝrst in these parts to take an active interest in the game when the Royal 

Montreal Club had its quarters in Fletcher®s Field. 

And he continued to play a better game than many of the youngest and strongest 

players until last season [1903], when increasing debility forced him to abandon his 

favorite recreation. 

By hundreds of young men, indebted to him for a kindly word of valued advice, he will 

be gratefully remembered. 

(Montreal Herald, 18 March 1904, p. 1) 

It turns out, however, that Thomas McAnulty®s best pupil was not 

one of the hundreds of young men he advised at Royal Montreal 

but rather his own daughter, Carolina (Carrie, 1877-1937), who 

played reigning Canadian Amateur Ladies Golf champion Florence 

Harvey in the Ĝnal of the 1904 tournament at the Toronto Golf Club. 

Harvey (who is now in the Canadian golf Hall of Fame) won 2 up 

and 1 to play.  

Carrie McAnulty®s father had introduced her to the game around 

1897, when he remained at Fletcher®s Field and became a member 

of the Metropolitan Golf Club after the Royal Montreal Golf Club 

moved to Dixie:   

Miss Carrie McAnulty of Montreal, the runner-up in this year®s championship, began to 

play golf perhaps seven or eight years ago, but it is only within the last four years that 

she has given the game any serious attention. 

Her Ĝrst efforts were on the Metropolitan links under the kindly eye of her father, the 

late Thomas McAnulty, who was one of the pioneers of the royal game in Canada and at 

the same time one of the best players.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨΣЮ9ċƖŸũŔŰċЮ~Ħ ŰƨũƣǃеЮ
~ŸŰƣƖĲċũШÉƣċƖеЮΤΪЮÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖЮ
ΤάΣΦеЮƓдЮΤΩд 
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Miss McAnulty afterwards divided her attention between the Metropolitan links and the 

links of the Victoria Club at St. Lambert.  

Peter Hendrie, the ¯pro° of the Victoria Club, then became her occasional instructor. 

(Montreal Herald, 8 October 1904, p. 10) 

From Thomas McAnulty®s claim to have laid out Royal Montreal®s original course, we may infer 

that he was the one who laid out the six holes in play by the end of 1874 or beginning of 1875. 

As we know, there seem to have been seven holes by the end of the 1875 season ² the 

additional hole perhaps also having been built by McAnulty. And we also know that by the spring 

of 1877, there were nine holes ² with perhaps the additional holes also having been built by 

McAnulty.  

The Ĝrst layout on Fletcher®s Field was described on the 50th anniversary of the Club: 

The original course began on top of the slope where the policeman®s cottage now 

stands, opposite what is now [the head of] Duluth Avenue. 

The players came downhill towards Pine Avenue for the Ĝrst hole ¤ 

Then [they went] across the roadway [Bleury Street/Park Avenue] ¤ 

And they returned paralleling the stone wall of Hotel Dieu.  

(Gazette [Montreal], 22 October 1921, p. 21) 

In 1899, John Taylor reported that on the original course, there was ¯one green ¤ near the east 

end of the grounds°: this was presumably the putting green near Pine Avenue indicated above 

(Montreal Star, 10 February 1899, p. 2). 

Does the account above describe the original six-hole course of 1875?  

We have a Ĝrst hole running from east to west and ending at Pine Avenue at the head of 

Durocher Street at the east end of Fletcher®s Field. And then from Durocher Street, a hole runs 

east to west across Bleury Street (these two holes were presumably more or less parallel). It 

would seem that the 3rd and 4th holes ran west along the walls of the Nuns® property (which 

extended from Hotel Dieu to the Agricultural Exhibition Grounds). The 5th and 6th holes (the Ĝnal 

two holes) would seem to have run from west to east (presumably paralleling the 3rd and 4th 

holes) on their way back to the starting point of the course.   

The image below, sketched no later than 1874, drawn by an artist standing where Bleury Street 

(formerly a private road, subsequently renamed Park Avenue) ran through Fletcher®s Field, 
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shows Hotel Dieu and the walls separating the Nuns® property from Fletcher®s Field. We see here 

the terrain through which the original 3rd and 4th holes were routed just before they were laid out. 

Fletcher®s Field was part of the estate of Benjamin Hall (1779-1863), who came to Montreal from 

Andover, Massachusetts, around 1800 and established himself as a farmer, a merchant, and a 

director (as of 1819) of the Bank of Canada. His house, called Mount Tranquil, overlooked his 

estate on the northeastern slopes of Mount Royal. This house can be seen in the early 1860s 

photograph below, which looks toward Mount Royal across the grounds of Hotel Dieu, with 

Fletcher®s Field lying between the walls of Hotel Dieu and the orchard in front of Mount Tranquil.  

Fletcher®s Field was named after one of Hall®s tenants: 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨΤЮ9ċŰċĬŔċŰЮfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬЮ ĲƽƚеЮΥΧЮ ƓƖŔũЮΤΫΪΨд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨΥЮEċƖũǃЮΤΫΩΣƚЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮŔŰЮ?ĲŰŔƚЮ9ċƖŸŰеЮxѢEƻŸũƨƣŔŸŰЮcŔƚƣŸƖŔƕƨĲЮ?ƨЮÑĲƖƖŔƣŸŔƖĲЮ?ĲЮxċЮ9ŻƣĳЮÂũċĦŔĬĲЮё~ŸŰƣƖĳċũ жЮ
ƖĦőŔƻĲƚЮĬĲЮũċЮéŔũũĲЮĬĲЮ~ŸŰƣƖĳċũеЮΥΣΤΪђеЮƓдЮΧΤд 
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[To the editor of the Montreal Star] Sir, 

There is a movement in certain circles to change the name of Fletcher®s Field, and as 

the name is quite historical, I desire to protest against any such proposition. 

The Ĝeld, so dear to the young people of Montreal and so fondly remembered by our 

Golf club, was named after Samuel Fletcher, who came to this country in 1847 from the 

County Antrim, Ireland. On the 1st of May of that year, he rented land from the late 

Benjamin Hall, esq., of Mount Tranquil (the site of the old smallpox hospital). 

The golf house stands where Mr. S. Fletcher®s stable stood. The Fletcher house was on 

the line of the Incline Railway and stood at the back of the place where the terminus of 

this railway was Ĝrst built. The house was pulled down when the railroad was 

constructed. 

Samuel Fletcher died here and was succeeded in the milk business by his brother 

James. He died here and was followed by his son James, who sold the business ¤. 

Long may the Ĝeld retain the good name of Fletcher. Honesty and straightforwardness 

demand such a monument. 

An Old Resident (Montreal Star, 27 December 1895, p. 2) 

Fletcher®s Field (or ferme Fletcher) became part of Mount Royal Park in 1873 and was thereafter 

made more park-like by being cleared (over the course of many years) of houses, farm buildings, 

and both stone and wooden fences (such as those seen in the photograph below). 

Seen below, the 1890 contour map of Mount Royal Park shows the steady slope of Fletcher®s 

Field downward from about 290 feet above sea level where the Golf House was built in 1881 to 

about 150 feet above sea level at the Hotel Dieu where its stone wall met Pine Avenue. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨΦЮÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΩΨЮŔŰЮ9ċƖŸŰеЮƓдЮΧΣд 
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The view across Fletcher®s Field from the Golf House is suggested by the photograph below.   

The land seen above drops steadily toward the stone wall virtually every step of the way. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨΨЮÖŰĬċƣĲĬЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőеЮŔŰЮ9ċƖŸŰЮƓдЮΧΩеЮƣċťĲŰЮŉƖŸůЮċЮƻċŰƣċŊĲЮƓŸŔŰƣЮŰĲċƖЮƣőĲЮĦũƨĤőŸƨƚĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮÅŸǃċũЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũЮ]ŸũŉЮ
9ũƨĤеЮũŸŸťŔŰŊЮĲċƚƣЮŰŸƖƣőĲċƚƣЮċĦƖŸƚƚЮ7ũĲƨƖǃЮÉƣƖĲĲƣфÂċƖťЮ ƻĲŰƨĲдЮÑőĲЮĬŸůĲЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮƖŔŊőƣЮƚŔĬĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮůċƖťƚЮcŸƣĲũЮ
?ŔĲƨд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨΧЮΤΫάΣЮůċƓЮŸŉЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũд 
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What seems to be a description of the original six-hole course above accords in certain respects 

with a report in Canadian Golfer magazine about the names of the holes on the Ĝrst nine-hole 

course: ¯In their rotation, these names were: 1 Nursery; 2 Durocher Street; 3 Hill; 4 Nuns; 5 

Circus; 6 Elm Tree; 7 Exhibition; 8 Road; 9 Home° (Canadian Golfer, vol 1 no 5 [September 

1915], p. 285).  

The names of the Ĝrst four holes reported above suggest the Ĝrst four holes of the original six-

hole course: it seems that golfers had reached the head of ¯Durocher Street° after the Ĝrst hole 

and then crossed Bleury Street to move down the ¯Hill° and westward along the walls marking 

the Nuns® property.  

The 8th and 9th holes ² called ¯Road° and ¯Home° ² may be the 5th and 6th holes of the original 

six-hole course. 

In between, we Ĝnd three holes that may be the ones added to the original six to make the Club®s 

Ĝrst nine-hole course: holes called ¯Circus,° ¯Elm Tree,° and ¯Exhibition.° My guess is that these 

holes ran down to and back from the Agricultural Exhibition Ground.  

But it is not clear that Canadian Golfer®s claim that it provides the names of the original holes is 

accurate. 

Note that at the 25th anniversary celebration of the founding of the club (held at the beginning of 

1899), John Taylor recalled of the original course that ¯there was a hole which was called the gin 

hole because there was a little shop where refreshments were sold near° (Montreal Star, 10 

February 1899, p. 2).  

Note that there is no hole named ¯Gin° in the Canadian Golfer list of the names for the so-called 

original holes.  

Similarly, there is a reference in Club accounts from 1877 to a ¯Shanty Hole,° yet there is no 

hole named ¯Shanty° in the Canadian Golfer list (Gazette [Montreal], 22 October 1921, p. 21).  

Perhaps ¯The Gin Hole° and ¯The Shanty Hole° were the same ² each being a Ĝgurative way of 

referring to a hole in the vicinity of one of Mount Royal Park®s many refreshment booths.  In 

1884, a writer in the Montreal Star referred with dismay to the plethora of ¯refreshment shanties 

¤ in Mount Royal Park° (he saw them as ¯architectural monstrosities°) (Montreal Star, 11 June 

1884, p. 2).  
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William Patrick Sloane, an early member of the Quebec Golf Club and a frequent competitor in 

matches played over Fletcher®s Field, recalled that ¯Pandy° was the name of another of the 

original holes. It required a tee shot over a quarry: there was ¯a deserted stone-quarry ² the 

afterwards famous Montreal ­Pandy® ² short for Pandemonium° (Montreal Herald, 23 November 

1896, p. 5). John Taylor also mentioned this hole at the 25th anniversary celebration in 1899: 

In ®76 ¤ Fletcher®s Field ¤ consisted mainly of a great quarry and had long grass and 

thistles and shrubs to interfere with the game. 

There was one pit that was known as pandemonium and, as they used to tee just below 

it, the hazard was the cause of a great many ridiculous scenes and loss of temper.  

(Montreal Star, 10 February 1899, p. 2) 

The course that Davis played after his arrival in Montreal in April of 1881 had a hole on it called 

¯The Quarry Hole,° so it would seem that at least this part of the original course had come down 

to the early 1880s. 

Davis left Liverpool on March 31st bound for Halifax. The Club must have wanted him to be on 

hand by mid-April. He had agreed to arrive in Montreal ¯as early in April as may be required° 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨΩЮѨÅĲŉƖĲƚőůĲŰƣƚЮ7ŸŸƣőƚеѨЮ~ŸƨŰƣЮÅŸǃċũЮÂċƖťЮШ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ĲƽƚеЮΥΩЮ ƨŊƨƚƣЮΤΫΪΩеЮƓдЮΤΣΧд 



 

ΤΦ 
 

(Davis contract, courtesy of Royal Montreal Golf Club). When Bennett Lang replaced Davis in 

1893, and when Tom Smith replaced Lang in 1894, they both arrived in May. Since Quebec 

City®s port could not be counted on to be open before May (the Ĝrst ship to arrive from Europe in 

1881, for example, would not arrive until May 2nd), sailing to Halifax was Davis®s best option.   

After a stop at the 

Northen Irish port 

of Moville, the 

Moravian sailed 

directly to Halifax, 

arriving on April 

10th. Over the next 

several days, most 

of the ship®s 

passengers and 

much of its cargo 

were sent on to 

Montreal by train.  

Davis will not even 

have unpacked his 

club making tools before play started on Good Friday, April 15th. 

But the course on Fletcher®s Field that Davis played in April was not the course he played in the 

fall, for during the 1881 season, two events conspired to force the Club to redesign its course. 

On the one hand, at the end of April, the City 

Council approved the construction of a park 

ranger®s lodge at the eastern end of the 

orchard that was overlooked by Mount 

Tranquil house, which had become (soon 

after expropriation of Hall®s property) the 

City®s small pox hospital in 1874 and had 

since then acquired the name St. Roche®s 

Hospital.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨΪЮÑőĲЮ ũũĲŰЮxŔŰĲѩƚЮÉдÉдЮ~ŸƖċƻŔċŰеЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΫΣдЮÑőĲЮ~ŸƖċƻŔċŰЮƽŸƨũĬЮĤĲЮƚőŔƓƽƖĲĦťĲĬЮŔŰЮ
ΤΫΫΥд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨΫЮÂċƖťЮÅċŰŊĲƖѩƚЮxŸĬŊĲдЮ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ĲƽƚеЮƻŸũЮ
ΥΩЮŰŸЮΥΣЮѕΤΥЮ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΤіеЮƓдЮΦΣάд 
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The Club requested that a special room be constructed in this building for use by the golfers.  

The building was under construction throughout the summer of 1881, and the club would use its 

new room for the Ĝrst time at the beginning of October to entertain members of the Quebec Golf 

Club after the fall Challenge Cup match on Fletcher®s Field.  

With an abode on the golf course, the Club would have to redesign its layout so that the 1st tee 

and 9th green would be located in front of the new building. 

On the other hand, also in the spring of 1881, the City Council approved the expansion of the 

Provincial Exhibition Ground (also known as the Agricultural Exhibition Ground and as the 

Dominion Exhibition Ground) located on the west side of Mount Royal Avenue ² a street that had 

hitherto marked the western end of Fletcher®s Field. During the summer of 1881, new buildings 

for displaying agricultural implements and agricultural machinery would be constructed on a 

portion of Fletcher®s Field measuring 800 by 570 feet. This new land acquired from Mount Royal 

Park was to be joined to the main part of the Exhibition Ground by a 17-foot high bridge over 

Mount Royal Avenue.  

And a further portion of Mount Royal Park would be taken up by construction of a circular horse 

track: ¯In the centre [of these new buildings], it is intended to have a ring for the exhibition of 

horses, both in saddle and carriage¤. When the Exhibition is not going, it is proposed to open 

this ground to the public for horse exercise and so on° (Montreal Star, 16 May 1881, p. 2).  

The Club would therefore have to replace and rearrange its holes at the west end of Fletcher®s 

Field, where the 7th hole, which was called ¯Exhibition,° and where perhaps both the green of the 

hole preceding the 7th and the tee of the hole following the 7th, were probably laid out in whole or 

in part on the land acquired by the Exhibition Ground in 1881. 

And so, during the 1881 season, a new golf course was conceived and laid out, but neither the 

decision to build a lodge for the park ranger nor the decision to construct new Agricultural 

Exhibition buildings on Fletcher®s Field had been made when the golf season opened, so the 

Club began play on the course it had used at the conclusion of the 1880 season. 

I believe, then, that we have images of the course that Davis played in April of 1881 ² probably 

on the Ĝrst day of play that year, Good Friday (April 15th) ² for much of the 1880 course was 

depicted at the end of that year in the Canadian Illustrated News magazine, which extensively 
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illustrated play during the Challenge Cup match between the Montreal and Quebec Golf Clubs in 

the fall of 1880. 

Seen below, the main sketch featured in the Canadian Illustrated News looks from west to east 

(towards Hotel Dieu) across several holes of Fletcher®s Field, the land dropping steadily from 

right, or south, to left, or north (note that the original illustration consisted of black ink on white 

paper, whereas the image below has been colourized). 

Hotel Dieu, the stone walls around it, the buildings stretching westward from Hotel Dieu along St. 

Urbain Street, and the wooden fence bordering the north side of Fletcher®s Field are all drawn 

accurately, and depicting the land as sloping from right to left (south to north) is also accurate. 

It is not clear, however, that the scenes shown on the golf course are depicted accurately.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΨάЮ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ĲƽƚеЮƻŸũЮΥΥЮŰŸЮΤΩЮё§ĦƣŸĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΣђеЮƓдЮΥΧΧдЮÉĲƻĲƖċũЮŊŸũŉЮőŸũĲƚЮёŔŰЮƽőŸũĲЮŸƖЮŔŰЮƓċƖƣђЮċƖĲЮ
ĬĲƓŔĦƣĲĬЮŔŰЮƣőŔƚЮƚťĲƣĦőдЮЮƓƓĲċƖŔŰŊЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮĤċĦťŊƖŸƨŰĬЮċƖĲЮcŸƣĲũЮ?ŔĲƨЮċŰĬЮƣőĲЮƽċũũЮůċƖťŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮĤŸƨŰĬċƖǃЮĤĲƣƽĲĲŰЮƣőĲЮ
 ƨŰƚѢЮƓƖŸƓĲƖƣǃЮċŰĬЮ[ũĲƣĦőĲƖѢƚЮ[ŔĲũĬдЮ ŸƣĲЮƣőĲЮƚũŸƓĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮũċŰĬЮŉƖŸůЮƖŔŊőƣЮƣŸЮũĲŉƣЮёƚŸƨƣőЮƣŸЮŰŸƖƣőђд 
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On the one hand, it is possible that in order to represent the kind of things that happen on a golf 

course, the artist compressed into his sketch two teeing grounds and a putting green that were 

really much further apart than they are shown to be.  

On the other hand, given that holes on the original course were said to have followed the walls 

along the Nun®s property at the north end of Fletcher®s Field, whereas the sketch seems to show 

golfers driving away from these walls rather than parallel to them, it is possible that the artist did 

not understand the game well enough to recognize the target toward which the golfers were 

actually playing and consequently represented holes inaccurately. 

Nonetheless, one might suppose that the hole shown at the top of the main sketch seen above 

presents golfers on the 4th tee, which would have been located very near the 3rd green: that is, 

since the 3rd hole was called ¯The Hill° (which was preceded by 1st and 2nd holes on either side 

of Bleury Street), I assume that the 3rd hole was played down the hill at the top right of the main 

sketch to the walls of Hotel Dieu. 

On the tee depicted in this detail from the main sketch, two golfers ² accompanied by two 

caddies and two spectators (the latter may be a referee and a scorer) ² play in the direction 

marked by the forecaddie.  

Shown below are two other golfers (also accompanied by two caddies and two spectators) 

playing on a hole ostensibly paralleling the one shown above. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩΣЮ~ŸĬŔǯĲĬЮĬĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮůċŔŰЮƚťĲƣĦőЮċĤŸƻĲд 



 

ΥΟ 
 

One of the two putting greens depicted in the Canadian Illustrated News sketches is seen below. 

Fortunately, there are addition sketches in the Canadian Illustrated News from October of 1880 

that look in the opposite direction. 

In a sketch called ¯The Fore-Cadie [sic],° for instance, the artist presents a view across 

Fletcher®s Field from east to west. In the image below, we see two golfers, two caddies and three 

spectators in the middle ground and a fore-caddie in the foreground. Deeper in the background, 

one can see a grand building on the left called the Crystal Palace, as well as another building to 

the right of it.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩΤЮ~ŸĬŔǯĲĬЮĬĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮůċŔŰЮƚťĲƣĦőЮċĤŸƻĲд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩΥЮ~ŸĬŔǯĲĬЮĬĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮůċŔŰЮƚťĲƣĦőЮċĤŸƻĲд 
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The Crystal Palace had been built in 1860 between 

St. Catherine Street and Cathcart Street where 

these streets are intersected by today®s University 

Avenue, which was then called Victoria Street.  

Purchased by the Province of Quebec in 1877, the 

Crystal Palace was moved in 1878 to the Provincial 

Exhibition Grounds in Mile End at the western edge 

of Fletcher®s Field, which was separated from the 

Exhibition Ground by Mount Royal Avenue. 

The Crystal Palace, as well as several of the 

buildings around it, can be seen in the photograph 

below, which dates from approximately the same 

time as the sketch to the left but looks down on the 

Crystal Palace and Exhibition Ground from the 

northeastern slope of Mount Royal. 

We also see the Crystal Palace and 

another of the buildings on the 

Exhibition grounds from a similar 

perspective in another sketch, called 

¯Driving.°  

Seen below, this sketch looks at the 

Crystal Palace from the same 

general direction, but from a slightly 

different angle ² the artist stands on 

a part of the golf course a little bit 

further to the right (or south) of the 

golfers depicted above in ¯The Fore-

Cadie° ² and we see not one hole in 

this sketch but two holes.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩΦЮ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ĲƽƚеЮƻŸũЮΥΥЮŰŸЮΤΩЮ
ё§ĦƣŸĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΣђеЮƓдЮΥΧΧд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩΧЮ9ƖǃƚƣċũЮÂċũċĦĲЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫΫΣд 
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In so far as the Crystal Palace looms larger in 

the background of this sketch than it does in 

¯The Fore-Cadie,° the part of the golf course 

depicted here seems to be closer to the west 

end of Fletcher®s Field. 

Indeed the golfers and caddies in the middle 

ground of the sketch seen to the left of the 

driver may well be standing on a putting green 

at the western limit of the golf course ² about as 

close to Mount Royal Avenue as golfers got.  

Perhaps they are on the 7th hole: ¯Exhibition.° 

Another sketch, called ¯Driving the Quarry 

hole,° also shows the Crystal Palace in the 

background. 

In the sketch to the left, the building in question 

is shown as further away from the artist than the 

building in the other two sketches above. But 

the building seen to the left is less carefully 

drawn than the building in the other sketches.  

Still, the two buildings are shown in virtually the 

same position relative to the mountain. The only 

difference is that the flagpole is missing from the 

sketch of the building in ¯Driving the Quarry 

hole.° And so, I take the building shown in the 

background of ¯Driving the Quarry hole° to be 

the Crystal Palace. 

Note below in the enlarged image of the 

background of this sketch that there is a fore 

caddie standing with a flag at the western end of Fletcher®s Field: the putting green toward which 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩΨЮѨ?ƖŔƻŔŰŊдШ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ĲƽƚеЮƻŸũЮΥΥЮŰŸЮ
ΤΩЮё§ĦƣŸĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΣђеЮƓдЮΥΧΧд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩΩШ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ĲƽƚеЮƻŸũЮΥΥЮŰŸЮΤΩЮ
ё§ĦƣŸĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΣђеЮƓдЮΥΧΧд 
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he is encouraging the golfers to drive must have been fairly close to him. He is depicted close to 

Mount Royal Avenue. 

Apparently, the quarry over which golfers had to drive their tee shots was ̄a deserted stone-

quarry ² the afterwards famous Montreal ­Pandy® ² short for Pandemonium° (Montreal Herald, 

23 November 1896, p. 5).  

Note, however, that at the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the founding 

of the Club, John Taylor described this fearsome ¯deserted stone-quarry° as 

merely a pit: 

In ®76 ¤ Fletcher®s Field ¤ consisted mainly of a great quarry and had long 

grass and thistles and shrubs to interfere with the game. 

There was one pit that was known as pandemonium and, as they used to tee 

just below it, the hazard was the cause of a great many ridiculous scenes and 

loss of temper.  

(Montreal Star, 10 February 1899, p. 2) 

There was one more sketch of the course in the Canadian Illustrated News: 

¯A Stymy.°  

The artist depicts the situation called ¯a stymy° in which a player®s ball was 

allowed to block the path to the hole of an opponent®s ball (the stymy was not eliminated from 

golf until 1953). In doing so, this sketch shows a golf hole on yet another part of Fletcher®s Field.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩΫЮsŸőŰЮÑċǃũŸƖеЮ
ΤΫΫΤд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩΪЮ?ĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮƚťĲƣĦőЮċĤŸƻĲеЮѨ?ƖŔƻŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮÄƨċƖƖǃЮőŸũĲдѨЮÑőĲЮ9ƖǃƚƣċũЮÂċũċĦĲЮŔƚЮĦŸũŸƨƖĲĬЮƓŔŰťзЮƣőĲЮŉŸƖĲЮĦċĬĬŔĲЮŔƚЮ
ĦŸũŸƨƖĲĬЮĤũƨĲзЮőŔƚЮǰċŊеЮƖĲĬд 
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Running on an east-west line 

diagonally through the 

¯Stymy° sketch seen to the left 

is a fence located at the base 

of the mountain.  

The part of the fence running 

away from the mountain 

moves west (right) toward 

Mount Royal Avenue.  

The other end of the fence 

runs east (left) ² and downhill 

² toward Park Avenue. 

The unidentiĜed building in the 

centre of the sketch (above the 

head of the golfer wearing the 

red jacket) may be the 

residence of Samuel Fletcher, 

whose house was located where the Incline Railway (built in 1884) begin its ascent of the 

mountain.  

The other building, up to 

which the fence runs on 

one side and away from 

which the fence runs on 

the other side, may be 

Fletcher®s stable, which 

would be replaced by the 

park ranger®s lodge in 

1881 ² the building that 

would become Golf 

House.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΩάШљ ШÉƣǃůǃЮњШ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ĲƽƚеЮƻŸũЮΥΥЮŰŸЮΤΩЮё§ĦƣŸĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΣђеЮƓдЮ
ΥΧΧдЮЮ 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪΣЮ?ĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮĲċƖũǃЮΤΫΩΣƚЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮƚĲƻĲƖċũЮƓċŊĲƚЮċĤŸƻĲд 
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The images below show side-by-side the unidentiĜed building in question and an 1881 image of 

the park ranger®s lodge ² both located along the fence line. 

If the park ranger®s lodge and future Golf House was indeed built upon the footprint of Fletcher®s 

stable, then the putting green depicted in the sketch called ¯A Stymy° would seem to have been 

close to Pine Avenue, which would suggest that the hole depicted in ¯A Stymy° was the original 

1st hole. 

The slope of the land 

down to Pine Avenue 

made for an excellent 

tobogganing hill, with an 

elevated start to the slide 

being built in front of the 

Golf House, as in the 

painting seen to the left. 

With the park ranger®s 

lodge completed late in 

1881, and with the Club 

moving into its room then, 

the 1st hole was no longer played east toward Pine Avenue but rather south over Bleury Street. 

The 1881 sketch below in Canadian Illustrated News provides an image of golfers playing from 

the new Ĝrst tee, which was directly in front of the new park ranger®s lodge (more than a dozen 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪΤЮ?ĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮѨ ЮÉƣŔůǃѨЮċŰĬЮĬĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ĲƽƚеЮƻŸũЮΥΩЮŰŸЮΥΣЮёΤΥЮ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΤђеЮƓдЮΦΣάд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪΥЮΤΫΫάЮƓċŔŰƣŔŰŊЮŸŉЮƣŸĤŸŊŊċŰŔŰŊЮŸŰЮ[ũĲƣĦőĲƖѢƚЮ[ŔĲũĬд 
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people surround a golfer who prepares to make a drive, his club resting on the ground behind 

the ball). 

A variety of animals appear on Fletcher®s Field east of the 1st tee box and well below it. The 

sketch artist told the editor of Canadian Illustrated News that it was by accident that he came 

upon the golfers and the animals depicted above: 

in the course of his wanderings, he came upon a certain wide expanse of open ground, 

chiefly tenanted by a worn-out horse or two, some unkempt ponies, many donkeys and 

a few cows. 

While walking meditatively along, he was startled by the cry ¯Whaup° and beheld a 

party of gentlemen in brightly hued garments attended by two or three lurcher-looking 

men in sober raiment and some small urchins bearing fagots of clubs on their 

shoulders.  

(Canadian Illustrated News, vol 26 no 20 [12 November 1881], p. 307) 

Like the artist who painted the tobogganers on the hill sloping down toward Pine Avenue from 

the Golf House, the sketch artist accurately illustrates that the Golf House was built on a knoll or 

plateau. The view from the verandah would be celebrated:  

On the highest knoll of Fletcher®s Field, at the top of a waving meadow, sheltered in a 

measure neath the overhanging banks of Mount Royal, rising from a stretch of orchard 

land and straggling pines, stands the modest but well designed Golf Club [house]. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪΦЮ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ ĲƽƚеЮƻŸũЮΥΩЮŰŸЮΥΣЮёΤΥЮ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΤђеЮƓдЮΦΣάд 



 

ΦΜ 
 

Looking down from its verandah over the blushing green of new spring grass which 

looks so rich, so abundant, ¤ one experiences not only a mental delight but a physical 

exhilaration that renews the youth and stirs a whole world of memories. 

Beyond is the smoky city mellowed in soft tints by the sinking sun.  

(Montreal Herald, 30 April 1892, p. 1) 

The slope down the hill from the new 1st tee in front of the Golf House toward Bleury Street is 

clearly shown in a photograph from 1890 (seen below) which shows the Golf House next to the 

Incline Railway station being built then on Bleury Street/Park Avenue (along which trafĜc runs). 

Ideally, the drive from the 1st tee carried Bleury Street. Note also that on each side of this road 

were ditches that also had to be carried, for both road and ditches were in play. There were 

fences, too, as wells as ¯the clouds of suffocating dust which roll[ed] off Bleury Street with the 

passage of every vehicle° (Montreal Herald and Commercial Gazette, 9 October 1882, p. 2).   

This drive from the 1881 Ĝrst tee seems to have been the same drive from the Ĝrst tee described 

by Henry Stanley Smith in 1890: ̄A bad drive at the Ĝrst hole out will land on the high road 

[Bleury Street/Park Avenue], or, what is still more probable, in the ditches which skirt the road on 

either side° (H. Stanley Smith in Hutchinson, 190-91). 

On certain holes, obstacles called ¯bunkers° had to be carried with the approach shot. The 1881 

sketch artist watched players drive on one hole, and then observed their approach shots: 

At some distance, we discovered the two little balls lying on the grass ¤.  

The projectiles were sent towards a little red flag, stuck into the turf, on the other side of 

some rough, uneven ground.  

These uneven places are called bunkers ¤.  

(Canadian Illustrated News, vol 26 no 20 [12 November 1881], p. 307). 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪΧЮ]ŸũŉЮcŸƨƚĲЮĦŔƖĦċЮΤΫάΣЮŔŰЮ9ċƖŸŰеЮƓдЮΧΩд 
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The approach shot in question seems to have been blind, for the golfers, anxious about the 

outcome of their shots, cried out to the forecaddies ahead: ¯Had they got over the bunkers or 

in?° (Canadian Illustrated News, vol 26 no 20 [12 November 1881], p. 307). 

The incursion onto the west end of Fletcher®s Field of the new Exhibition Ground buildings is 

evident in the detail seen below from the 1881 sketch of the clubhouse and new 1st tee. 

Seen below is an image from 1881 showing the Exhibition ground®s new buildings and horse 

track in what was called a ̄ Bird®s-Eye-View° map. 

The buildings and horse track shown above were completed well before the end of the 1881 golf 

season, as was the new park ranger®s lodge in which the Club rented annually a room to be 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪΩЮEǂőŔĤŔƣŔŸŰЮ]ƖŸƨŰĬƚЮŔŰЮċЮѨ7ŔƖĬѩƚЮEǃĲЮéŔĲƽѨЮůċƓЮŉƖŸůЮΤΫΫΤд 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪΨЮ?ĲƣċŔũЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮƚťĲƣĦőЮċĤŸƻĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ]ŸũŉЮcŸƨƚĲеЮΤƚƣЮƣĲĲеЮċŰĬЮċŰŔůċũƚЮŸŰЮ[ũĲƣĦőĲƖѩƚЮ[ŔĲũĬдШ9ċŰċĬŔċŰШfũũƨƚƣƖċƣĲĬШ
 ĲƽƚеЮƻŸũЮΥΩЮŰŸЮΥΣЮёΤΥЮ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΤђеЮƓдЮΦΣάд 
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reserved for members® use (a room that was inaugurated when the Montreal Golf Club hosted 

the Quebec Golf Club during the Challenge Cup match on Fletcher®s Field at the beginning of 

October 1881).  

And so, the new layout had to be in play during the 1881 season. In fact, the Challenge Cup 

match between the Montreal and Quebec Golf Clubs on Fletcher®s Field in October of 1881 took 

place on his new layout, which is seen below on a map of ̄ Montreal Golf Grounds° dated 1882. 

On the map above, the distance of each hole seems to have been written in the middle of each 

of the lines marking the holes, but these Ĝgures are illegible. Yet if this course is the same one 

that Willie Davis said in 1891 was ¯barely one mile [1,760 yards] round,° and if the length of the 

holes on the map was drawn according to scale, then the lengths of the holes were 

approximately as follows: 1, 155 yards; 2, 155 yards; 3, 300 yards; 4, 180 yards; 5, 210 yards; 6, 

200 yards; 7, 140 yards; 8, 205 yards; 9, 255 yards (New York Herald, 30 August 1891). Given 

that in the 1880s and 1890s, a good drive of the gutta-percha ball was understood to go from 

175 to 200 yards, one can appreciate the prediction made by Henry Stanley Smith regarding the 

score that would probably be made on the Montreal course by the top professional and amateur 

players of 1890: on ̄ the Montreal and Quebec links ¤, a good drive and an iron shot will, in 

most cases, bring you to the putting green ¤. A Willy Park or John Ball, junior, would cover 

either of these links in an average of four with little trouble° (Hutchinson, Famous Golf Links, p. 

191). In October of 1882, mind you, the best amateur golfer in Canada, A.W. Smith, shot an 86 ² 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪΪЮѨ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũЮ]ŸũŉЮ]ƖŸƨŰĬƚеЮΤΫΫΥдѨ 
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which was by four shots the best score at the interprovincial competition between Quebec and 

Ontario that month. 

Since the nine-hole course shown on the map above must have been laid out during the course 

of the 1881 season, I presume that Davis had a role in designing it. 

Davis had agreed to arrive in Montreal ¯as early in April as may be required° and to begin 

¯playing ¤ from the date of my arrival° (Davis contract, courtesy of Royal Montreal Golf Club). 

This agreement to play as soon as he arrived was an agreement to teach as soon as he arrived, 

for the method of instruction then required the professional to accompany players for a round of 

golf (playing alongside them): ¯for teaching beginners, his charge was to be a shilling (or twenty-

Ĝve cents) a round of nine holes, one-third of which was to be returned to the club° (Gazette 

[Montreal] 22 October 1921, p. 21). The Club®s secretary encouraged members to avail 

themselves of this opportunity for professional instruction: 

 MONTREAL GOLF CLUB, 1881  

The playing Season having now commenced, the Committee beg to intimate to the 

Members of the Club that a professional Golf player, MR W.F. DAVIS, has been brought 

from England to give instruction in the game.  

He is now at the service of members and arrangements for play can be made with him 

between 9 and 10 o®clock in the forenoon at Mr. Payne®s, No. 687 Craig Street or at the 

Club Rooms at 2 o®clock p.m. 

It is very desirable that all players, but more especially new players, should avail 

themselves of the services of the professional, who may be here for this season only.  

(courtesy of Royal Montreal Golf Club)  

Davis must have played regularly and often on the two Fletcher®s Field layouts that were used in 

1881. 

But at some point that year, Club Captain Alexander Dennistoun complained to Davis that his 

greenkeeping was not meeting expectations. He informed Davis that ¯one principal object we 

had in getting you here was that our new and rough green might be made as like the long-made 

green as can be done° (Gazette [Montreal], 22 October 1921, p. 21).  

Dennistoun and Davis disagreed about the Ĝnal clause of the latter®s contract with the Club: ̄It 

shall be part of my business to put & ke[ep] the green in order as well as the p[utting] holes.° 
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 For the sake of the ofĜcial record, Dennistoun rehearsed their debate in a letter he sent to Davis: 

It was supposed that as soon as the green was put into your care you would take some 

interest and pride in having it as perfect as possible. 

I instanced to you that Tom Morris and David Park both personally did at St. Andrews 

and Musselburgh the same kind of work we expected from you here. 

You replied that Morris, at Hoylake, had charge of that green but that he paid a man for 

doing manual work. 

You must understand that his position there and yours here are very different.  

He has a club of 500 members to attend to, with a green made for twenty years.  

Our club of 25 members requires, compared to the other club, little time, and one 

principal object we had in getting you here was that our new and rough green might be 

made as like the long-made green as can be done.  

(Gazette [Montreal], 22 October 1921, p. 21) 

The original wording of the contract ² ̄ It shall be part of my business to keep the green in order° 

² is signiĜcantly different from the revised wording: ¯It shall be part of my business to put & keep 

the green in order° (emphasis added). I wonder if the revision of Davis®s job description to 

include the responsibility to ¯put° the golf course in order is a sign that during the hiring process 

in the winter of 1881, the Club had begun to anticipate the need for a new course to be laid out 

that year and wanted the language of the contract to allow the Club to direct Davis to ¯put° the 

new holes in order. 

In the conversation recorded between Dennistoun and Davis, it is odd to Ĝnd Dennistoun 

exaggerating the age of the Hoylake course to a person who had lived beside it for every year of 

its existence. Dennistoun says that Royal Liverpool had ̄a green made for twenty years° ² a 

wildly inaccurate claim. Royal Liverpool®s nine-hole course at Hoylake dated from 1869, 

ostensibly making these nine holes 12 years old in 1881, but the course had been changed 

dramatically in 1871 as Jack Morris revised it to create an 18-hole championship layout. The 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪΫЮ?ċƻŔƚЮőċŰĬƽƖŔƣƣĲŰЮĦŸŰƣƖċĦƣеЮĦŸƨƖƣĲƚǃЮŸŉЮÅŸǃċũЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũЮ]ŸũŉЮ9ũƨĤдЮÑƽŸЮƽŸƖĬƚЮċƖĲЮĦƨƣЮŸǭЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮċĤŸƻĲЮŔůċŊĲжЮƣőĲЮ
ǯƖƚƣЮƚĲĲůƚЮƣŸЮĤĲЮƣőĲЮƽŸƖĬЮѨťĲĲƓѨзЮƣőĲЮƚĲĦŸŰĬЮĤĲŊŔŰƚЮƽŔƣőЮƣőĲЮũĲƣƣĲƖЮџƓѠЮċŰĬЮůċǃЮƣőĲЮƽŸƖĬЮџƓƨƣƣŔŰŊдѠ 
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new course was in play by the summer of that year, which means that when Dennistoun argued 

with Davis, Royal Liverpool had ̄a green made for ten years° ² not twenty! 

Davis knew these facts, and Dennistoun must have known them, too, for he was a Royal 

Liverpool member. He played in the Club®s opening meeting in April of 1875, for instance, when 

Davis himself was caddying at the Club just before Jack Morris took him on as an apprentice 

(Liverpool Weekly Mercury [England], 24 April 1875, p. 8). Dennistoun seems not to have let the 

facts get in the way of his attempt to make Davis undertake regular manual labour. 

I suspect that the dispute between Dennistoun and Davis concerned not so much Davis®s 

willingness to k̄eep° the old holes from 1874 in order (the original holes, that is, that remained 

part of the new 1881 layout) but rather Davis®s unwillingness to put the newly built holes in order.  

Dennistoun®s practical advice to Davis implies as much: 

If you take every afternoon a wheelbarrow and spade or the small lawnmower and take 

the green [i.e. walk the golf course] from hole to hole, removing all objectionable 

obstacles and cutting all the grass that can be cut, you would soon have the green [i.e. 

the golf course] in a very different state from what it is. 

(Gazette [Montreal], 22 October 1921, p. 21) 

Work of the sort Dennistoun recommends will almost certainly have been performed on the 

original holes for seven years by the time of his argument with Davis. Most ¯objectionable 

obstacles° had probably already been removed from the original holes by 1881. And grass on 

the original holes had probably already been cut wherever possible for seven years.  

I doubt that Dennistoun was suggesting that one man walking the golf course each afternoon 

with a wheelbarrow, spade, and small lawnmower would soon have all nine holes of the seven-

year-old course in a very different state from what it was. He probably wanted Davis to make the 

new holes ās like the long-made green as can be done.°  

Although Davis did not return to the Club in the spring of 1882, it seems that before the end of 

the 1882 golf season, Dennistoun®s wish that the golf course ¯be made as like the long-made 

green as can be done° came true, for when the Montreal Golf Club hosted the Ĝrst 

interprovincial golf competition between Quebec and Ontario in October, competitors not only 

agreed that the course was in great shape ² ̄ The Ontario men, although defeated, were 

delighted with the excellent condition of the green° (Montreal Herald and Daily Commercial 

Gazette, 9 October 1882, p. 2) ² but also compared it to venerable long-made greens:  
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They [members of the Montreal Golf Club] spared neither trouble nor expense, and it 

would be difĜcult to say too much as to the superb condition of their green [i.e. ¯golf 

course°]. 

Their putting greens were simply perfect and would have done credit to St. Andrews or 

Westward Ho! 

(Montreal Chronicle and Commercial Shipping Gazette, 11 October 1882, p. 1) 

Had Davis acceded to Dennistoun®s demands at some point during the 1881 season ² walking 

the course with wheelbarrow, spade, and small lawnmower and thereby improving the course 

sufĜciently to have produced the accolades from interprovincial competitors a year later? 

Since the 1921 publication of Dennistoun®s letter to Davis, the assumption seems to have been 

that Davis was not rehired in the spring of 1882 because of the dispute about his greenkeeping 

responsibilities. But the reason he did not return for the 1882 season is not clear. 

In a letter to Club members dated 29 April 1881, the secretary introduced Davis and explained 

why members should not delay arranging for lessons from him: ¯It is very desirable that all 

members, but more especially new players, should avail themselves of the professional, who 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΪάЮÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮŸŉЮĦŸůƓĲƣŔƣŸƖƚЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮΤΫΫΥЮfŰƣĲƖƓƖŸƻŔŰĦŔċũЮ]ŸũŉЮ~ċƣĦőЮċƣЮƣőĲЮ~ŸŰƣƖĲċũЮ]ŸũŉЮ9ũƨĤдЮÂũċǃĲƖƚЮƓŸƚĲЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮ
ƻĲƖċŰĬċőЮŸŉЮ]ŸũŉЮcŸƨƚĲдЮfЮƓƨƣЮċŰЮѨǂѨЮċĤŸƻĲЮƣőĲЮǃŸƨŰŊЮůċŰЮƽőŸЮůċǃЮĤĲЮìŔũũŔĲЮ?ċƻŔƚеЮƽőŸЮőċĬЮŢƨƚƣЮĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲĬЮőŔƚЮΥΣƣőЮ
ĤŔƖƣőĬċǃдЮÑőĲЮƓĲƖƚŸŰЮŔŰЮƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰЮƚĲĲůƚЮƣŸЮĤĲЮƣőĲЮǃŸƨŰŊĲƚƣЮċĬƨũƣЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮшЮĤǃЮċЮĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖċĤũĲЮůċƖŊŔŰеЮŉŸƖЮőĲЮŔƚЮ
ƻŔƖƣƨċũũǃЮƣőĲЮŸŰũǃЮŸŰĲЮƽŔƣőŸƨƣЮĬŔƚƣŔŰĦƣЮŉċĦŔċũЮőċŔƖд 
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may be here for this season only° (Charles James Sidey, letter to members: ¯Montreal Golf 

Club, 1881,° 29 April 1881, courtesy of Royal Montreal Golf Club, emphasis added).  

From the beginning, well before any question of the quality of Davis®s greenkeeping had arisen, 

everyone at the Club was aware that Davis might be in Montreal for one season only. It is unclear 

whether this uncertainty about his future was because Davis did not know whether he would 

want to stay or because the Club did not know whether it would want to keep him or could afford 

to do so.  

Note, however, that in an essay on the history of the Royal Montreal Golf Club published in 

Canadian Golfer magazine in 1915, a writer using the pseudonym ¯Niblick° indicates that Davis 

was the one who made the decision that he would not return to the Club: ¯Davis ¤ has the 

distinction of being the Ĝrst professional imported into the American continent. At the end of the 

Ĝrst season, however, Davis decided that the game had not advanced far enough to make the 

position a lucrative one and, consequently, he severed his connection° (Canadian Golfer, vol 1 

no 5 [September 1915], p. 287). 

Still, is also possible that Davis Ĝnished his term at the Club in 1881 having worked on the 

course in the way that Dennistoun expected and that he subsequently decided that a second 

year of such work was not for him. In fact, there is reason to wonder whether he might have 

shied away from hard physical labour with a wheelbarrow and spade because of health 

problems, for in an 1887 letter, Davis explained that heart problems had become so serious for 

him as to prevent him from making golf clubs and playing sports: 

Montreal, August 21st, 1887 

Dr. Le Mon, of the Erie M & S.A. of Buffalo, N.Y. 

Dear Sir, 

I feel it a pleasure to address you these few lines to state the 

beneĜts received from your treatment last year [1886]. 

It was with little hope of success, as I had been told by a 

well known Montreal doctor that I would probably not live 

three months as I had an affection of the heart and felt very 

low spirited. 

However, I am pleased to say: after your treatment, I am 

myself again and can do my work without difĜculty, and the 

pain at the heart is entirely gone, and I can now engage in 

outdoor games with success, which I could not do before ¤. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΫΣЮ]ċǍĲƣƣĲЮё~ŸŰƖĲċũђеЮΤΥЮ
~ċƖĦőЮΤΫΫΪеЮƓдЮΥд 
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[I] strongly recommend all fellow sufferers to try your treatment and feel conĜdent of 

your ability to cure them. 

Believe me, 

Yours etc. 

W.F. Davis 

1202 St. James Street, Montreal 

Golf Club Maker 

(Ottawa Daily Citizen, 23 August 1887, p. 4) 

The Erie Medical & Surgical Association published Davis®s letter in 1887 advertisements and 

added a postscript to it: ¯Mr. Davis has won eight out of ten competitions at golf since his 

medical treatment and recovery° (Ottawa Daily Citizen, 23 August 1887, p. 4). 

When asked to return to the Club for the 1889 season, Davis remained focused on his health:  

In the spring of 1889, the Green Committee of the Royal Montreal Golf Club asked me 

to go back with them.  

I accepted the offer, thinking that a change to the open air for six months would beneĜt 

me, which it did to a considerable extent. 

(William F. Davis, autobiographical statement, courtesy of the Royal Liverpool Golf Club) 

Note also that although Davis did not work as a golf professional for the Club in 1882, he had 

certainly not become persona non grata there. Indeed, he was still seen on the golf course. For 

example, when the Ĝrst interprovincial competition between Quebec and Ontario was held on 

Fletcher®s Field in October of 1882, Davis partnered with Dennistoun in a celebrated exhibition 

match after the ofĜcial competition was over: 

At the conclusion of the match, some good foursomes were arranged, the principal one 

being Dennistoun and the Montreal professional, Davis, against A.W. Smith and Mr. 

Stewart, of Glasgow, Scotland, resulting in a victory for the latter by two holes. 

In this match, the play of Messrs. Smith and Davis was very much admired and in order 

that they should have full scope for their skill, a ¯single° was arranged, which attracted 

much attention and resulted in a ¯tie.°  

(Montreal Herald and Daily Commercial Gazette, 9 October 1882, p. 2) 

There seem to have been no hard feelings between Davis and Dennistoun. 

Similarly, in 1887, it was reported that Davis had played in 10 golf competitions in Montreal 

between 1886 and 1887(Ottawa Daily Citizen, 23 August 1887, p. 4). Yet there are no 
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newspaper reports of these competitions. They may have been matches in which Davis 

partnered with a Club member (as he had partnered with Dennistoun in the fall of 1882) in a 

foursomes match against two other Club members or against golfers visiting from Scottish or 

English clubs. But whatever the case may have been, Davis seems to have maintained good 

relations with the Club. 

And so, we can see that Davis did not return to Hoylake after the 1881 season but rather stayed 

in Montreal. He worked as a maker of golf clubs and golf balls. Was the prospect of custom from 

the approximately Ĝfty golfers resident in Quebec in 1882 (relatively evenly divided between the 

Quebec and Montreal Golf Clubs) what kept Davis in Canada?  

Or was it the fact that he fell in love with a young woman named Mary McKinnon. 

Davis married her in 1883. Born around 1860, descending from Scottish and French-Canadian 

families, she was raised in the Eastern Ontario counties of Glengarry and Prescott that run along 

the border between the provinces of Quebec and Ontario. This was farmland located 20 to 40 

miles north of the Ontario and Quebec border with upper New York State.  

Born to the couple in Montreal were Esther (1886-1902) and John Andrew (1889-1908), and 

born to the couple in Newport, Rhode Island, were Lawrence Webster (1893-1967) and William 

Russell (1895-1945). 

Note, however, that in the 1900 U.S. census, Mary Davis is recorded as having had 8 children, 

and that in the 1910 U.S. Census she is recorded as having had 6. The couple clearly had an 

unknown number of children born in Montreal who died before the family moved to the United 

States in 1893. Esther is known to have died in Montreal and was buried in 1892 in Mount Royal 

Cemetery, next to the Fletcher®s Field golf course. And Cemetery records indicate that ¯an 

infant boy of William Davis° was buried there 24 May 1886 (although it is not certain that this 

William Davis was our Willie Davis). The likelihood that the couple had infants and toddlers 

buried in Mount Royal Cemetery may have been one of the reasons that Mary Davis decided to 

bury her husband there in 1902 instead of in the United States, where they had lived since 1893. 

In Montreal, as the Davis family grew, Willie made money as a ¯golf club and ball maker° ² this is 

the phrase used in Montreal city directories as of at least 1884. At other times, he is listed as a 

cabinetmaker or simply as a manufacturer. He also worked in the late 1880s and early 1890s for 

the Bell Telephone Company. His residence and his place of business varied, for he and Mary 
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moved several times between 1883 and 1892 (in city directories from that time, I Ĝnd the couple 

living at three different addresses, all within a mile or two of the golf course).  

And so, after he left the Montreal Golf Club at the end of the 1881 season, Davis retained some 

sort of access to the golf course ² at least as a competitor in certain matches, and perhaps also 

as an instructor. He must have remained personally well-known to Club members who hired him 

to make and repair golf clubs and golf balls. 

But perhaps he had little to do with the great condition of the course during the 1882 season. 

Might it have been McAnulty who produced a course in ¯superb condition° in 1882, with ¯simply 

perfect° putting greens? Was he the one who, during the 1882 season, made Fletcher®s Field 

¯as like the long-made green as can be°? And was it the regular sight of the Park Ranger and his 

crew walking from hole to hole with wheelbarrows, spades, and small lawnmowers that led 

members of the public to complain that McAnulty was doing too much work for the Montreal 

Golf Club? 

Running as a thread through all of McAnulty®s various activities as Park Ranger was a general 

responsibility to help transform the northeastern part of the Park®s property from abandoned 

farms into an Olmsted-designed park allowing for safe and easy public use and enjoyment. From 

the beginning, this responsibility dovetailed with the Montreal Golf Club®s interest to turn 

neglected farmland into a proper golf course.  

But since Mount Royal Park was a public space, the golf course would be used most of the time 

by others (recall that the Club initially played only on Wednesdays and Saturdays) ² with these 

¯others° ranging from casual pedestrians and picnickers to well-organized groups who played 

lacrosse, baseball, cricket, soccer, croquet, and so on. 

The hard work faced alike by Park Ranger McAnulty and the Montreal Golf Club was described 

in W.P. Sloane®s 1896 essay ¯Golf in Canada,° in which he outlined improvements the Club made 

to Fletcher®s Field over the course of 23 years:  

From the outset, the club set to work to improve the ground for golf purposes and 

gradually transformed a rough, neglected, deserted-looking conglomeration of broken, 

rocky, grassy ground, and long, dusty road, bordered on one side by dust heaps and a 

deserted stone-quarry ¤ into a well-kept, turf-covered Park property ¤.  

(W.P. Sloane, ¯Golf in Canada,° The Week [Toronto, Ontario], vol 13 no 51 [13 

November 1896], p. 1215)  
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All the club®s ¯work to improve the ground for golf purposes,° however, was work on ¯Park 

property.° 

What was McAnulty®s contribution to the production of the ̄ well-kept, turf-covered Park 

property° that served as a golf course? 

As we know, in 1898, McAnulty was quoted as having proudly recalled ¯the putting-ground he ¤ 

laid down a quarter of a century ago on Fletcher®s Field° (Canadian Gazette [London], cited in 

Toronto Saturday Night, 10 December 1898, p. 10). Did he really say the words, ¯putting 

ground,° or did a reporter unfamiliar with golf vocabulary put this odd phrase into his mouth? 

Perhaps McAnulty had explained that he had laid out the original p̄utting greens° and the 

reporter turned this phrase into ¯putting ground.° 

Recall that ¯Thomas McAnulty, gardener,° was well known before he was hired to work as a Park 

Ranger, so it would have made sense for the Club to have consulted an expert like him about 

how to grow and treat grass suitable for a putting green. 

But after this original work, what was it in his subsequent work for the Club as a Park Ranger that 

led to complaints from McGibbon and members of the public alike that he ¯did more work for the 

Golf Club than for the Park Commissioners° (Daily Witness [Montreal], 9 June 1885, p. 4). 

As we know, this complaint emerged as the golf season was beginning in the spring of 1885, so 

one infers that the behaviour complained of dated from a pattern of work for the Club observed 

no later than 1884 ² and perhaps well before then. 

In 1879, a description by the editor of The Daily Witness of efforts by the Montreal Golf Club to 

improve the golf course in the late 1870s refers to projects that might well have involved 

supervision by McAnulty: 

The Montreal Golf Club has been at considerable expense to improve Fletcher®s Field ² 

a very excellent golf ground, by the way ² in the way of guiding water courses and 

otherwise making it more available as pleasure ground. 

Being much annoyed by the common trafĜc of carts and other vehicles which 

destroyed the grass, they made representations by a delegation to the [Park] 

commissioners to the effect that the grass was being destroyed by this indiscriminate 

trafĜc and were told in answer that posters might be put up warning all pedestrians to 

keep on the roads, but as these posters would cost money, the Club would have to be 

at the expense of them. 
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 This was as much to say that a park which had cost millions was not worth a dollar or 

two to protect from destruction that portion of it which is most valuable and best used.  

(Daily Witness [Montreal], 7 May 1879, p. 4) 

Given that McGibbon and his fellow Park Rangers supervised all improvement projects within 

the Park boundaries ² especially concerning the routing and construction of roads, walking 

paths, and bridle paths ² they no doubt also supervised the routing of drainage ditches across 

Fletcher®s Field.  

And the particular job that ostensibly fell to the Montreal Golf Club ² the responsibility for 

controlling the ¯trafĜc of carts and other vehicles° on Fletcher®s Field ² was in the normal course 

of events a responsibility that properly fell to McAnulty. As we know from newspaper reports 

(reviewed above), from the earliest days of the Park, McAnulty was tasked with patrolling its 

northeast end (the reason, presumably, that he was the Ranger who became the inhabitant of 

the park ranger®s lodge on the northeastern portion of the park). 

The Park Ranger criticized below in a letter to the editor of a local newspaper was probably 

McAnulty, policing the pathways across Fletcher®s Field in his distinctive way: 

Must be Put a Stop to  

To the editor of the Star 

Sir ¤ 

I ¤ have cause to 

complain of the incivility 

received from one of the 

Park Rangers. 

Last Monday night, my 

wife and I went to the 

orchard in Fletcher®s 

Field to enjoy the 

refreshing breeze and 

whilst sitting on one of 

the seats near the 

recently made road, she 

was suddenly startled by 

seeing a Park Ranger 

standing behind me, who 

asked us what we were doing there and threatened to arrest us as it was after 9 o®clock 

¤. 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΫΤЮÖŰĬċƣĲĬЮƓŸƚƣĦċƖĬЮƚőŸƽŔŰŊЮƻŔĲƽЮŉƖŸůЮĤĲŰĦőĲƚЮƓũċĦĲĬЮĤǃЮċЮ9ũƨĤЮ
ůĲůĤĲƖЮŰĲċƖЮ]ŸũŉЮcŸƨƚĲдЮџÑŸЮƣőĲЮEĬŔƣŸƖЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ]ċǍĲƣƣĲжЮÉŔƖеЮ§ŰЮƻŔƚŔƣŔŰŊЮ
[ũĲƣĦőĲƖѢƚЮ[ŔĲũĬЮŸŰЮÉċƣƨƖĬċǃеЮfЮŰŸƣŔĦĲĬЮƚŸůĲЮőċũŉцĬŸǍĲŰЮĤĲŰĦőĲƚЮƓũċĦĲĬЮ
ƨŰĬĲƖЮƣőĲЮƚőċĬĲЮŸŉЮƣƖĲĲƚЮċŰĬЮŸŰЮůċťŔŰŊЮĲŰƕƨŔƖŔĲƚЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮÂċƖťЮÅċŰŊĲƖЮƽċƚЮ
ŔŰŉŸƖůĲĬЮƣőĲǃЮƽĲƖĲЮƓũċĦĲĬЮƣőĲƖĲЮĤǃЮŸŰĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮůĲůĤĲƖƚЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ]ŸũŉЮ9ũƨĤЮŉŸƖЮ
ƽĲċƖǃЮƣƖċƻĲũũĲƖƚдѠЮ]ċǍĲƣƣĲЮё~ŸŰƣƖĲċũђеЮΫЮÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖЮΤΫΫΨеЮƓдЮΨд 
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And on my telling him that I was ignorant as to the bylaw prohibiting people there after 

that hour and also added that it was my wife who was with me, he replied very 

insolently that I should make myself acquainted with the bylaws and that he didn®t give a 

---- who was with me: she was no good or she would not be there. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I think such language as this is outrageous and something should be 

done to protect respectable people from the insolence of these uncultivated fellows¤. 

ANOTHER ENGLISHMAN 

(Montreal Star, 16 July 1890, p. 4) 

A Park Ranger who treated trespassing adults this way would have been even more peremptory 

in his treatment of trespassing boys! 

As we know, the editor of The Daily Witness drew attention in 1879 to fact that money spent by 

the Club on the improvement of Fletcher®s Field was beneĜting the community as a whole, and 

the same point was made by the editor of the Montreal Star in 1892: 

The Royal Montreal Golf Glub annually spends a large sum in cutting the grass and 

keeping the links in order, an improvement which is much appreciated by the croquet, 

lacrosse and football players, including pater and mater familias ¤ who, no doubt, duly 

render thanks to our City Fathers, crediting their thoughtfulness with the improved 

character of the grass and the smoothness of the greens, instead of blessing the Royal 

Golfers, who are the real benefactors. 

(Montreal Star, 7 November 1892, p. 3) 

McAnulty may well have regarded the various work that he did for the Montreal Golf Club in the 

same way that the local newspaper editors regarded the Club®s work on Fletcher®s Field: their 

contributions to ¯the improved character of the grass and the smoothness of the greens° was as 

a benefactor of the public as a whole, not just golfers. 

But regardless of whether Davis or McAnulty was most responsible for the superb condition of 

the golf course in 1882, there is the question of who was responsible for the new layout.  

With Davis on hand throughout the 1881 season, it is difĜcult to imagine that he was not 

consulted about where the new holes should be located and how they should be designed. 

If the 1881 course endured largely unchanged until 1890 (and I have found no information about 

changes to the course during those years), then we have Henry Stanley Smith®s brief description 

of four of the 1881 holes in his contribution to Hutchinson®s Famous Golf Links (1891): 

A bad drive at the Ĝrst hole out will land on the high road [Bleury Street/Park Avenue], 

or, what is still more probable, in the ditches which skirt the road on either side. 
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At the second hole, a clean carry of at least 120 yards is a necessity, as there is no 

short cut either to the right or left, and the intermediate space is all bunker together. 

Probably the prettiest drive on the green is over an avenue of towering elm-trees and at 

this hole, the forecaddie, almost as a matter of course, places himself under the trees 

and waits for the ball till it descends upon him from the heights above.  

It is a drive which requires a good deal of execution, as the ball must not only be hit 

hard but well lofted. 

The St. Leon hole is also a good hole, as a veritable hay crop extends for at least a 

hundred yards in front of the tee and forms as horrid a bunker as the heart of the golfer 

can dislike.  

(H. Stanley Smith in Hutchinson, 190-91) 

Although Stanley Smith describes just four holes, each of them shares a common characteristic: 

a cross bunker that has to be carried with the drive.  

We recognize here a fundamental principle of penal golf course architecture. 

Perhaps the Club decided to follow the design philosophy established by James Hunter on Cove 

Fields. 

As we know, in the spring of 1889, Willie Davis was hired again by what had become known 

since 1884 as the now Royal Montreal Golf Club. As would be the case for golf professionals at 

virtually all northern golf clubs over the next four decades, Davis®s contracts were for six or 

seven months ² the months from April/May to October/November when playing golf was 

possible.  

In the off-season, Willie worked at other jobs ² indicating, for instance, that in his Ĝnal years in 

Montreal he was employed by the Bell Telephone Company ̄ for the winter° (William F. Davis, 

autobiographical statement, courtesy of the Royal Liverpool Golf Club). 

Before leaving Montreal to take up employment with the Newport Golf Club as of 1 March 1893, 

Davis had probably been involved in more redesign work for the Club, both on Fletcher®s Field 

and elsewhere. 

In 1892, during what would unexpectedly prove to be Davis®s Ĝnal year at the Club, a women®s 

golf club was established within the Royal Montreal Golf Club, the original plan being to provide 

a special course for these (approximately 50) new members: 
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In the pretty reach 

of meadow over the 

brow of the hill [on 

which the Golf 

House was built], a 

special course has 

been planned for 

the ladies. 

This will afford a 

shorter but none the 

less pleasant and 

attractive Ĝeld for 

the gentler 

members to prepare 

for the innumerable 

competitions which 

are sure to spring 

up.  

(Montreal Herald, 30 

April 1892, p. 2) 

As shown in the early 1860s photograph above, the ladies® course would be laid out in the 

¯meadow° behind the clubhouse ² the part of Benjamin Hall®s estate that Mount Tranquil 

overlooked. This part of Hall®s property included open Ĝelds and orchards. 

Since Davis had already laid out a well-received ladies® course for the Shinnecock Hills Golf Club 

in 1891, it is likely that he was charged with the responsibility for planning the ladies® course on 

the meadow behind the Golf House. 

And by 1890, there were threats to the future of the main course on Fletcher®s Field that 

probably had the Club consulting Davis about alternatives to the layout.   

On the one hand, in 1890, the City of Montreal began an extensive quarrying of black limestone 

at the east end of Fletcher®s Field, the pit and its related infrastructure eventually running right up 

to the 1st hole, a fact that led the Club to create a special local rule to deal with balls hit into it. In 

1892, ¯It was fully thirty feet deep, some parts of it Ĝlled with water, and there [was] no fence 

around it to prevent accidents° (Montreal Star, 22 September 1892, p. 2). At the end of that year, 

a visitor to Montreal wrote a letter to the editor of the Montreal Star to express his disgust at 

what the city had done: 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΫΥЮÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮĦŔƖĦċЮĲċƖũǃЮΤΫΩΣƚЮŔŰЮ9ċƖŸŰеЮƓдЮΧΥд 
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As I stood about the point where Park and Pine avenues intersect, and looked 

northwest over the ¯plateau° [Fletcher®s Field] stretching before me, instead of my eye 

taking in a Ĝeld of emerald turf, intersected by gravel walks winding hither and thither 

amongst tree and shrub disposed over its surface, I perceived in the near foreground 

naught but unkempt grass and weeds, flanked to the right of me by the high bare walls 

of the enclosure of an adjoining convent [Hotel Dieu], and, in the distance, but well 

within the limits of vision, a quarry pit hemmed in by unsightly sheds and a pufĜng 

¯billy° at work, vomiting forth its clouds of steam and smoke. 

To the left of me, situated on an appropriate knoll, under the shadow of the mountain, 

stands a somewhat picturesque looking cottage (the Golf House, I am told) ² almost 

hidden from view, however, and its effect totally marred by a squalid looking hut ² a 

stove pipe projecting through the gable ² in its immediate vicinity. 

Who, sir, is responsible for this outrage? 

(Montreal Star, 13 November 1890, p. 2) 

On the other hand, in 1891, the city also approved the development of Esplanade Avenue on the 

south side of Fletcher®s Field ² a project requiring the Park Commissioners to cede 46 feet of 

Fletcher®s Field for the development of a road and two-storey residences alongside it.  

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΫΦЮџÂƨǭŔŰŊЮ7ŔũũǃѨЮƽċƚЮċŰЮĲċƖũǃЮũŸĦŸůŸƣŔƻĲЮёΤΫΤΦцΤΧђЮƣőċƣЮƽŸƖťĲĬЮŔŰЮ7ƖŔƣŔƚőЮůŔŰĲƚдЮÑőĲЮƓőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőЮ
ċĤŸƻĲЮƚőŸƽƚЮƽőċƣЮƽċƚЮĦċũũĲĬЮċЮѨƚŔƚƣĲƖѨЮŸŉЮѨÂƨǭŔŰŊЮ7ŔũũǃѨЮĦċũũĲĬЮѨìǃũċůЮ?ŔũũǃѨЮċƣЮƽŸƖťЮŔŰЮ7ƖŔƣŔċŰЮŔŰЮΤΫΩΥд 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































