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Introduction

The Ottawa Golf Club did not own the land in Sandy Hill where its first golf
course was laid out by Willie Davis in April of 1891. But it has always owned
the land where its current golf course on Aylmer Road was laid out by Tom
Bendelow in 1903. Between its original location in Sandy Hill and its present
location on the Aylmer Road, however, the Club spent eight years on a golf
course 2 laid out by its golf professional Alfred Ricketts in September of
1894 2 on land located on what was known then as the Chelsea Road
(today ®s SBdosephy.var d

The Ottawa Golf Club leased this property from 1896 to 1898 at $15 per

Figurel Willam F year, but it became so enamored of the golf course that several members

Davis (18641902).The  nyrchased it on behalf of the Club in 1899, and then the Club incorporated
Golfer,vol 2 no 2

(December 1895), p.  late in 1901 to assume ownership of the property in its own right.
51.

Doing so proved to be the making of the Club, for when the International

i Portland Cement Company purchased the property in 1902, the windfall that
accrued to the Ottawa Golf Club enabled it not only to purchase its present
property on Aylmer Road but also to build the first of its magnificent

clubhouses.

What became known as the Chelsea Linkswas used by the Ottawa Golf
Club until November of 1903.

Deservedly less famous than the 18-hole Bendelow course that succeeded it
on the Aylmer Road, the 13-hole Chelsea Links is also less famous than the

short-lived 9-hole Davis course in Sandy Hill that preceded it.

And it is less understood and less appreciated than its precursor and
successor: in A History of the Royal Ottawa Golf Cluh 1891-1991, Robert

Marjoribanks rather dismissively (and, as we shall see, quite inaccurately)

describeditasa s ome whsah i fmta k ®obarr Magofibanks, A

Figure2 Tom Bendelo

(1868-1936). Golf [Nev ; _ .
York]. vol 17 no 1 (Jul History of the Royal Ottawa Golf Club, 1891-1991 [Ottawa: Royal Ottawa Golf

1905), p28. Club, 1991], p 15).



In its day, however, the Chelsea Linkswas celebrated in a number of newspaper reports as one
of the best 2 if not the very best 2 of the golf courses then existing in Canada. Indeed, in 1899, it
was chosen by the Royal Canadian Golf Association as the course upon whichthe 1899

Canadian Amateur Championship would be contested.

Royal Ottawa®s s eservesidbegkmowrfbetierour se de



Leaving Sandy Hill

Why did the Ottawa Golf Club leave Sandy Hill?

Two weeks after the inaugural Canadian Amateur Golf
Championship held at the beginning of June 1895 on the Sandy
Hill links, in an Ottawa Journal gossip column called Entre
Nous,® an anonymous writer suggested that the motive of the
Club in its attempt to find a new location for a golf course was
misogyny:

A couple of years ago, they [the men of the Ottawa Golf Club]

were most anxious that ladies should join the club & .

They gave glowing accounts of the game o .

But now it is different and the men want to have the links all to
themselves somewhere in the wild country the other side of Hull.

Figure3 Mary Scott on the grounds
the Sandy Hill cours®ttawa Citizen

12 January 1952, [84. Scottwas (Ottawa Journal, 22 June 1895, p. 5)

captain and viceresident of the

Ottawa Ladies Golf Club during its ~ According to this account, the men of the Ottawa golf club
final season on the Chelsea Road

schemed to find a place so far away from Ottawa, and so
untamed, that the refined society women who played golf 2 all leadersinOt t awa ®s alel i t e so

world 2 would not want to go there.

Inanessayc al | ed  Gol f i n East &olfiNe« ¥orkjandte sptingpfu898,i s hed i
Fredick Thomas Short (a member of the new St. John Golf Club, New Brunswick, in 1897, and
the course record holder that year) offered a different reason fort h e  Cleavity ®&andy Hill:

Links were first laid out near the city, but they proved unsatisfactory owing to the strong

growth of grass and the excessive number of sand bunkers.

In the spring of 1896, the club moved over to the present grounds situated near Hull,
which was found ideal golfing land, with sandy soil, short grass and just the requisite
natural bunkers.

(Golf [New York], vol 2 no 5 [May 1898], p. 24)

Short implies that the long rough and copious bunkers made the course unbearably difficult!



Decades later, in his 1927 Ottawa Citizenc o | u mn ¢ aTinle&Stff, ° O IGe&H Wilpan
offered another reason for relocating:hec | ai med t hat by t-hokecogrsear 1895,
began to get too crowded and a movementwa s st art ed f o rOttawa Cidtzeng26r cour s
October 1927, p. 36). And in a 1960 newspaper articlec al | e @r it dnien of Gol f i n Ot
local Ottawa Valley historian Harry J. Walkerre-asserted the same idea: thatby 1895, t he s mal |
rifle range course was becoming overcrowded with an increasing membership. So the club

began to look around® Ottawa Journal, 7 May 1960, p. 32).
None of these claims is accurate.

The sand bunkers, for instance, were regarded as the best part of the course. There were no
sand bunkers on the first four holes (which were located on the low-lying meadow west of the
rifle range); the sand bunkers were part of the next four holes laid out in the area of Charlotte
Street north of the driving range 2 four holes that Club member E.C. Grant described in 1893 as
~a successi on ,eome d thamdbeirly eighkaad ten feet in depth, with steep
bankGdl I(i er ®s ,Qal tlsmo 45 [3WEeptdmber 1893], p. 5).

VAN e

Figure4 "Sand Bunker to 7th Hole" of ti&andy Hill Links of the Ottawa Golf Cl@mllier'sOnce a Weekvol 11 no 4530
September 1893), p. 4.

We know that golfers welcomed the challenge presented by bunkers like the one on the 7" hole

shown above becausewhen™ a r ow ofwalBossdedul ed inthsardaam er ect ed

10



1896, the Ottawa Journal informed readers thatt hi as twhe best part of the pl
(Ottawa Journal, 17 April 1896, p. 1).

And if the move to new grounds was intended to frightenawayth e Ladi es ®&ormedinf Cl ub
April of 1895) with nightmare visions of an untamed wilderness, the men failed in their aim, for,

as indicated in a newspaper report aboutther e or gani zati on of the Ladies®
spring of 1897, women golfers found the landscape attractive and saw great potential in the

farmhouse that had been secured as clubhouse: The Golf Club quarters on the Chelsea Road

are in a very pi ©Onewfrthe sogms ef the dubleuse is beingrenovated for

the use of the ladies and it is quite evident that the gentlemen have resigned their sway in that

portion of the building® (Ottawa Journal, 13 May 1897, p. 5).

Furthermore, rather than being conceived as a way of escaping women, the new 13-hole golf
course may have been designed with women golfers in mind: a nine-hole circuit of holes within
the 13 holes seems to have been planned from the beginning to serve as what in those days

wascalleda | adi es® cour se. ®

Finally, the Sandy Hill course was certainly not overcrowded with golfers in 1895. Note that the
Club did not come close to having even forty people playing golf on the same day (at either its
Sandy Hill or Chelsea Road courses) until Labour Day in 1896:
The attendance of players and enthusiasm shown during the past season [1896]= was
unprecedented.

Labor Day, the 2" of September, was a record in the history of the club when 40
players were out.

On several other days [in 1896], this attendance was nearly equalled.

(Ottawa Journal, 7 April 1897, p. 6).

The problem in Sandy Hill was not too many players for the nine holes; it was not misogyny; and

it was not too much sand or grass that grew too fast. The problem was urban sprawl.

In 1909, one of the Club® 8891 founders, Lieutenant-Colonel D.T. Irwin, recalled that the move

away from Sandy Hilwas owi ng t o the rapidly increasing build
(Ottawa Journal, 13 December 1909, p. 17). He was well-placed to know the reasons for the

move: serving as Club President in 1895, he was re-elected president in April of 1896 and so

presided over this move from beginning to end.

11



I r w rrenolRestion of the reason for leaving Sandy Hill is corroborated by the information about
t he c | ulcegsmunjzdted to the local newspapers in April of 1896 2 information

presumably provided by the Secretary, Alexander Simpson:

The Golf Club are likely to have new links this season.

Building operations have interfered considerably the past season or two with the links
near the rifle range, and this year a row of houses is to be erected on the best part of
the playing ground.

So the club are looking for new links.

They have been offered grounds on the Chelsea Road about half a mile out of Hull. The
grounds offered are ideal for the sport: level and clear.

(Ottawa Journal, 17 April 1896, p. 1)

Similarly, a year later, at the annual meeting in April of 1897, Simpson reminded the 40
members presentthat i t had been necessary © to make a chan

destruction of the cour s@ttaveadourndh @Aptlil8k s 6)f or mer | y u

From the beginning, the Sandy Hill golf course had been bifurcated: the first three holes were in
the meadow in the low-lying section of Sandy Hill to the west of the Dominion Rifle Range the
last five holes were played over and around a sand hill north of the elevated, long-range
shooting bays of the rifle range; a fourth hole running from the meadow up through a vacant lot

to Theodore Street (t 0 d aLgu®es Avenue Easf) connected these two sets of holes.

To get from the 4" green to the 5" tee required a walk of more than 100 yards along Theodore
Street/Laurier Avenue East. And at the end of the round, there was awalk back to the clubhouse
(at the southwest corner of Osgoode and Russell Streets) from the 9" green near the Protestant
General Hospital (at the corner of Charlotte and Rideau Streets) 2 a stroll of just over 1,000

yards through the houses of Sandy Hill.

The photograph below shows the long-range shooting bays on the elevated ground of Sandy Hill
at the end of Theodore Street/Laurier Avenue East, and in the background can be seen both, on
the left, the meadow where the first four holes were laid out and, on the right, the house at the
corner of Chapel and Theodore Streets on the near side of which the 4™ green was laid out (the
house and outbuildings of W.H. Davis seen in this photograph were built around 1894, a

precursor of the development nearby of similar houses from 1896 on).

12



Clubhouse at

::::eéto" Russell & Osgoode
€0ty (approximately)
Mann St)

House at
Chapel &
Theodore

Davis House

Figure5 Undated photograph of the longange shooting bays of the Dominion Rifle Range.

- s - b SIY.

Figure6 Ottawa Citizen12 January 1952, p. 34.
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The photograph to the left shows
people standing on the meadow
where the Sandy Hill golf course
adjoined the Dominion Rifle Range.
Probably taken just before the rifle
range closed in 1897, it shows how
houses have already filled inthe
area behind the long-range shooting
bays (seen in the photograph
above) at the junction of Charlotte
Street and Theodore Street/Laurier
Avenue Eastwhere several of the
best holes of the Sandy Hill course

were laid out.



The remaining five holes were laid out behind the spectators visible on the right margin of the
photograph of the long-range shooting bays above 2 the 9" green being in front of the
Protestant General Hospital on Rideau Street This building, now known as Wallis House

appears, | think, in the background of the 1893 sketch of the 9" green seen below.
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Figure? | colour redwhat appeargo be the Protestant General Hospitalthe sketch calletPutting at the 9th Hole" of the
Sandy Hill links of the Ottawa Golf ClG@llier's Once a Wegkol11 no 45 (30 September 1893), p. 4.

For a detailed discussion of the original Sandy Hill golf course, see my essay, Ot t awa ®s

GolfCourse, ©° on my website at donaldjchilds. ca.
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The New Land

The new site for the golf course comprised meadowland rented annually for $15. Curiously, the

size of this site varied from report to report.

When the land was purchased in 1899, the Ottawa Citizenreported: t he ¢l ub has purch

about 100 acres of the property° (Ottawa Citizen, 26 September 1899, p. 6).

But in January of 1902, summarizingt he Secr et ar §®sy anaupl®andral at t h
meeting, the Ottawa Journalr e port ed: ~ The CIl ub ha6ttawailoumaly acr es
17 January 1902, p. 10).

Later in 1902, when the Club sold this property, the figure for the acreage was again different:
" The Chel sea Gol f Links, about 106 acres, have be

Company® Ottawa Journal, 4 November 1902, p. 9).

And a week later, noting that the Club had acquired a larger property on Aylmer Road, the same
newspaper offered another figure for the size of the Chelsea Road property: the Chelsea links

cont ai n e dacresrfOttgwa 9o6rhal, 14 November 1902, p. 10).

A 1904 article looking back on the history of the Club reported yet anotherfigure: 108 acres of
ground was purchased on the Chelsea Ro a dOttawa Journal, 10 September 1904, p. 15).

Perhaps people calculated the acreage differently for different purposes. For instance, note that
the number of acres over which the course was laid out was different from the number of acres
leased from Emma Hall in 1896 andit was different from the number of acres sold by the Club in
1902. The golf course was played over the Chelsea Road and over the CPR tracks. e CPR
owned the land under and alongside the train tracks crossing the property 2 a swath as much as
30 yards wide and over 450 yards long, amounting to about 3 acres. The Gatineau Road
Company owned the Chelsea Road amounting to about the same amount of land. And by July
of 1900, the Gatineau Valley Railway Companyhad acquired a similar number of acres for a

right of way (parallel to the CPR track) along the easternmost side of the golf course.

And so, the size of the property played over will have differed from the size of the property
leased in the spring of 1896, and the size of the property leased in 1896 will have differed from

the size of the property owned at the end of 1902.

15



What would become the golf course site had been cleared of forest almost 100 years before by
Philemon Wright as he established his first farmin this region along the west side of the
Gatineau Riverin the early 1800s. And so, in April of 1896, the Ottawa Journalr e p o r The d :

grounds offered are ideal for the sport, level and clear® (Ottawa Journal, 17 April 1896, p. 1).

Similarly, Club member Dr. Alfred J. Ho r s 489&escount of the

property emphasizes that it had long been cleared of trees: golfers

play ~not through the forestjnfabtut over
"t he frorheasvtes | ong since vanished. Now,
undulating fields with only here and there a clump of cedars or a lordly

elm standing i n r#gwe Burialcl5 Oaohee 1898n e s s °  (

p. 12). And a glance at the fields, he says, will show that the wealth of
the farm did not der iwhehidshatiom santlyi | | age

loam with a bountiful crop of granite boulders, with here and there a

iz -

Figure8 Dr. A.J Horsey (1843
1928).0Ottawa Journal6
February 1928, p. 1.

sandy bunker which brings despair to the heart of the unlucky waif

who plays foul of them® (Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12).

There is no account of any golfer ever striking a tree while playing golf

here, and there is no account of any shot having to be played so as to avoid a tree.

Old links courses had no trees, so this aspect of the Chelsea Links will have appealed to golfers

2 and they were legion in the 1890s 2 who did not regard a tree as a proper golf course hazard.

These 100+ acres seems to have comprised two parts: about 30 acres west of the Chelsea
Road where the 2" and 3" holes were laid out and about 75 acres east of the Chelsea Road
where the other holes were laid out. This articulation of the property into two parts seems to be
reflectedi n t h e off€ in A9DRS rent its land to a sheep farmer:
SHEEP! SHEEP®? THE OTTAWA Golf Club owns between 75 and 100 acres of grazing
land on the Chelsea Road in Hull and would allow a responsible person to pasture

sheep there at a nominal rental, if satisfactory security were given that enough sheep
would be put on the land to keep the grass cropped short at all times.

(Ottawa Journal, 16 January 1901, p. 8)

This implicit division of the available pasture land into 25 acre and 75 acre fields corresponds
with the known division of the golf course made by the Chelsea Road. | mark this area on the

1887 map shown below.

16



Figure9 Annotated 1887map: éMap of theCity of Ottawa P. Ontario, and the city of Hull, P. Quebec, and their adjacent
suburbst Complied by John Siow andSon,Provincial Land surveyors andegs, from Personal Surveys and Official Rec
Ottawa: Mortimer & Co Engravers and Lithograph&g&87.The ared have darkenewvest of ChelseRoad wasmarkedas a
future subdivision irL887 buteither houses nor roads were buifttil the mid1900s This area was open field in 189

The area outlined on the map above represents approximately 108 acres.

The same areaas it appears today can be seen on the Google Maps satellite image below.

No semblance of the open meadowlands of the 1890sis left. Only the clubhouse remains.

Appearing below is the earliest aerial photograph of this land that | can find, dating from 1923.

17
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FigurellAnnotated 1923 aerial photogragh & = A S
Collections and Fon@®06653.

The only significant change to the open land across which the golf course was laid out is
represented, first, by the cement plant and limestone quarry created along the eastern edge of
the property (where the 8™, 9", and 10" holes were located) and, second, by the growth of trees
diagonally through the section of the golf course west of Chelsea Road (where the 2" and 3"

holes were located).

Note that although it was said in the spring of 1896 that the land was not only clear, but also
| e, vitadtually rose steadily a total of about 125 feet from its lowest point along the eastern
boundary of the course near Lac Leamy, which was about 150 feet above sealevel, to its
highest point along the western boundary of the course (near the fair View Estate), which was

about 250 feet above sea level (Ottawa Journal, 17 April 1896, p. 1).

The item below describing the golf course land at the beginning oftheCI ub®s | ast year o
it makes clear that it sloped upward continuously from east to west:
From Brewery Creek [a.k.a. Brigham Creek], the surface on the mainland side [the

island of Hull was on the other side of the creek] risesinaneasys | ope toward =& th
old golf grounds.

Near the creek, the limestone crops out freely. A few feet higher up, it disappears.
Toward the centre of the ground, the soil is some six feet deepa .

The bed of limestone runs a considerable distancees [ and] ri ses from t he
[at the creek] at the same gentle slope as the soil on topa

(Ottawa Journal, 8 April 1903, p. 7)

18



The sandy nature of the soil on top of the limestone worked with the slope of the property to

ensure good drainage.

For instance, there was heavy rainbefore and during the 1899 Canadian Amateur Golf
Championship played on the Chelsea Links, yet the golf course remained quite playable. One
reporter noted: “The links are on fine sandy soiland the recent rains have improved them rather
t han ot hGitawa Josreaf 28 September 1899, p. 3). Rain during the 36-hole
championship match was almost unrelenting, bothering golfers and spectators, but not the
course:

The match was double the length of those in the preliminary rounds, half [18 holes]

being played in the morning and half in the afternoon.

A downpour of rain prevailed during the whole day, making it very unpleasant for the
golfers, although [with] the links being on sandy ground, their condition, as far as good
golf is concerned, was not affected.

(Ottawa Journal, 30 September 1899, p. 7)

Horsey also notes thesand: T h e s & sahdy,shallow loam with a bountiful crop of granite

boulders, with here and there a sandy bunker® (Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12).

In his 1898 article about Canadian golf, F.T. Short also notes that the sandy constitution of the
soilwasa gr eat r ecomme n dratheisping ofd896, thé cdub maved ever to the
present grounds situated near Hull, which was found ideal golfing land, with sandy soil, short

grass and just the requisite natural bunkers® (Golf [New York], vol 2 no 5 [May 1898], p. 24).

19



T he SNatuml®gnkers

When Short said that the Ottawa Golf Club had moved to ideal golfingland,’ he poi nted out
feat ur es bandy soi shartgrass and just the requisite natural bunkers® (Golf [New
York], vol 2 no 5 [May 1898], p. 24).

Notethatin t he 1890s, t he word =~ b ilsokatime®refaredtothes ed i n t v
sand-filled cavity that we designate by this word today, but at other times (as above), it referred

to any kind of hazard on a golf course, including roads, fences, walls, creeks, ponds, swamps,

andsoon:i n this use of the term:  bunWherroheramdss synony.
that an 1890s golfer® s svla shunkered,° then, one must interpret carefully what this means:

the ball have been in sand; it might have been up against a wall; it might have been in a ditch; it

might have been in a pond; and so on.

S h o rfdc@®en n a t°lunkets alerts us to the preference in the 1890s for sites with hazards
already in place before a course was laid out, as opposed to sites with no such hazards ? sites

where it would be necessary to create artificial bunkKer s

Since no artificial hazards were needed to lay out proper golf holes on the old Brigham farm, the

Chelsea Roadproperty was celebrated as a natural site for golf. That is what the word

"naturally® signifies in the following sentence:
naturally one of the finest gol fGttawg Joormal 4 Maelsl90l,mp.10,he coun
emphasis added). Th e wor d meana theisanaelthing in the following observation about

the Chelsea Links: The links, played on for three years, have greatnatural possibilities and

even now are of a very sporting character. The chief hazards are palings, boulders and swanp®

(Montreal Herald, 26 November 1898, p. 2, emphasis added).

Since the palings were on the site before the golf course was laid out, they were regarded as
just as natural a hazardor bunker as the boulders or swampy ground. The existing stone walls,

the Chelsea Road, and the CPR trackswe r e al s o r e g a rhakaerds ordbgnkersnat ur al °

In fact, roads and railway tracks were particularly welcomed in the 1890s as ready-made golf
hazards. And golfers were expected to play their shot out of such hazards 2 even from railway

tracks, whether the ball lay on a railway tie, against the steel rail, or nestled in the clinkers (as
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seen in the photograph below of play at Shinnecock Hills Golf Club duringthe 1900 US Ladi es ®

Amateur Golf Championship).

In the 1890s, golf holes

were regularly routed

perpendicularly across

railway tracks, roads,

walls and fences in

order to test a g

ability to carry the golf

%198 1 et ¥ S G : — S

ball over them.

—is - ar

Figurel2 Attended by her caddie, losing finalist-#&arold Margaret Curtis follows throug|
on her shot from the railway hazaoit bunkerat Shinnecock Hills Golf Club as spectators

follow her play during the US| R ArBate@GolfChampionship of 1900. All'hazards in those

days were planned to
impose the same requirement: that golfers lift the ball over them with a properly played shot.
And so, as in the case of roads, train tracks walls, and fences, f a property was also blessed
with such other natural hazards or bunkers as ponds, creeks, ditches, gullies, swamps, or pre-

existing areas of exposed sand, golf holes wouldalso be routed across them perpendicularly.

In 1895, when reviewing the best golf courses in the New EnglandareaforScr i bner ®s Magaz
golf writer Henry Howland notedthet y p e s o f hazanda dr lbunkars that were found on

the best cour ses. At Shi nnecock Hill s, he observe
of sand, a railroad embankment, and d®the$i roads, t
Andrews course at Yonker s o.nisanhinlend ¢dursk sfetane-wall hazards [and]

rocky pastures®; thel babzandbudé thel Taxedboge wal
embankments lined with blast-f ur nace sl ag, a br ook, boul der s, and
Club of Manchester-by-the-Sea, ° t he h a z anatura, censisting oféeaced, barnsa | |
roadwayScmri°bndé¢r ®svolMdélgna 3 [Mayd895], pp. 53133, emphasis added).

Note that barn.?®

I n laying out the Sandy Hil|l course, W llie Davis
When, during the 1893 season, club member E.C. Grantwrotean ar ti cl e call ed  Gol
~fGol |l i er ®s ©Gagazine, e listeéd ke of the natural features used as obstacles:

“The ground is admirably situated for golf, there being plenty of space, and quite enough
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hazards in the shape of fences, ditches, hills, sand bunkers, etc?> (Co |l | i er ®s Qoltle a Wee
no 45 [30 September 1893], p. 5). Similarly, at the end of the 1893 season, Secretary Alexander
Simpson informed David Scott Duncan, the editor of the British publication known as the Golfing
Annual, t hat the The green has at present only nine

roads, fences, and patches of rough ground®° (p. 3

Today, most golfers baulk at the thought of such  nat ur al asrdadsfdoees, stone walls,

railways, and barns.

In the 1890s, as now,when a property| acked such  ntheybadt be atificiallg er s, °
constructed. So it wasin 1893 at the original 7-hole course of the Morris County Golf Club at

Morristown, New Jersey, where fairway-wide artificial bunkers for the last two holes were

created 2 firstahazard called Stone WaldaleBtnrkel(aseeannd t hen
in the photograph below)

43| ,...,¢~E§', 'jq uxmmumnxp

=

A R T Sy e T e Jr*
Figurel3"Stone Wall Bunketurdlestand ClubHouse." Harper's Weekly Magazine, $8Ino 2008 (15 June 1895)57.1.

One played perpendicularly over the purpose-built ~ 8ne Wall Bunker,® and on the next hole,

one played perpendicularly over the purpose-built  Hu r dfénees °

22



Golfersinthe O° Zone

The atmosphere at the Chelsea Linkswas noteworthy 2 a nd |

me an

sense of the tone or mood of the place, but rather in the sense of the gases in the air.

In Canada and Its Capital (1898), James David Edgaro b s er ve d:

breezy | inks

“it i dtheh

b e y o nTdat dreeze was thought tb corftgin.an irdgi@dient able to

preserve and restore health 2 ozone: Whether it is the long drive, bicycle ride, or walk, or the

ozone which hovers over the Chelsea Links, the tea and toast one getsat the clubhouse have a

particularly delicious flavor {Toronto Saturday Night, 11 May 1901, p. 6).

We now know that ozone (chemically, ozone is 03 as opposed to oxygen, which is 02)is fine in

t he at mosphere as

upper
beings.

a-videhrays buds taxig farihumsrt  t

(No Model) 2 Sheets-Shest 1. (No Model.) N. TESLA 2 Sheets—Sheet 2.

APPARATUS FOR PRODUCING OZONE.
No. 568,171. Patented Sept. 22. 1896.

N. TESLA.
APPARATUS FOR PRODUCING 0ZONE.
No. 568,177. Patented Sept. 22, 1896.

|
X =

=

FIG. 1

Witnesses:

Cahscl 6% Nikola Tesla, Inventor
Witnesses: St Nikola Tesla. Inventor M W&Ufw 7@ auf.g 6"75 L
0“‘7 ﬂ/ &%M/ %»7 M - Attys.
= oz How, Cortf Bpe..
Figurel4db A 1 2t I ¢ Safl 4ua mydc LI GSyid F2N KAia a

In the late 1800s and
early 1900s,
however, ozone was
thought to be a
particularly active
element in the air: its
absence in the body
was thought to leave
one susceptible to
disease, whereas its
presence was
thought to prevent
disease. Nikola

Tesla, for instance,

one of the most brilliant of inventors, believed in the health benefits of ozone and invented an

ozone generator in 1896, shortly thereafter founding the Tesla Ozone Company.

Everyone valued natural ozone.
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In 1898, a Christian minister, in his defense of fellow ministers who were criticized for spending
too muchtimeonthegame,r ef erred to the healthful benefits of

supposed that these golfers of the cloth preach any the worse from their indulgence in the

national pastme2not to speak of the ozone which they inha
Hewat , " Chhuatd wedShe Gol f e r &sel9na {Oataberigdds], p.
301).

At the turn of the century, the Muskoka Navigation Company invited city-dwellers to travel to

Ont ari o®s Muskoka Lakes to avail themselves of he
with health-giving pinewood which makes the ozone in this locality one of great efficacy to

sufferersofhay-f ever and i nci pi e ntHighlandsrobOntario:yMuskdkd Leaked i ons °
[Muskoka Navigation Company Guidebook, 1902], p. 20).

Published in Golf magazine in 1899 wasanes s ay cGolf 2l Feooh a Medical Standpoint,® by

Dr . Bur deor,ivhoO&@nidthat 0 zone © iosidizar, cauaipgifuler and deeper
respiration and thus giving the lungs more thorough expansion and exercise, ° a rolikenrea
further that since golf is “an outdoor sportrequiringa | ar g e a ritenast ke playéda md , °a
country or suburban situation away from the polluted atmosphere of a great city® 2 that is,

precisely where ozone aplenty was supposed to be found (Golf [New York], vol 4 no 2 [February
1899], p. 102).

AsDr . O®Gawrnhingsra g o Ifull, ere®etic driver swing was one of the healthiest

things on earth because it caused deep inhalation ofozone f ew gol fer s have notic
long shots, especially on the drive, a full inspiration is taken involuntarily, the breath escaping as

the swing goes throughwe. Freer respirat@an i s gai
[New York], vol 4 no 2 [February 1899], p. 102).

And what is more, according to the editor of Golf (New York), ozone contributed to a robust

round of golf in anotherway: ~ June in America brings with it tho
hot, sultry nights. But for the golfer, the enterprising [resort] hotel proprietor has prepared

breezy |l inks where the o02zoGok[Neavdald, voiZne@[dunece t o t he
1898], p. 33).

And so, ozone was recommended to golfers by doctors, preachers, and golf coaches: live

longer, live better, and drive the ball farther!
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Gol f fanatics must have que

Therapy. °

Fortunately, when the Ottawa Golf Club

moved to its present site on the Aylmer Road,

it did not forego ozone-laden breezes that

enhanced health and drives. Ozone on the

new course helped to make the 1911
CanadianOpen one of the greatest
tournaments that was ever held under the

auspices of the Ottawa GolfCl u b ° :

Perfect Golfing Weather

The weather was splendid for golf, the heat
having dropped somewhat, while a slight
breeze wafted the healthful ozone to the
spectators in the galleries, together with
keeping the golfers at a higher pitch
throughout the game.

Figure15In 1907 an unidentified woman breathes ozone as  (Ottawa Journal, 8 July 1911, p. 11)
part of "Ozone Therapy." Photograph courtesy of the Scienc

History Institute (USA). Ozone hatagasl
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New Sights and Sounds

The beauty of the new property and of the views in all directions from it were widely celebrated.

The Ottawa Citizend e c | ar ed ttieenostpicwressuee | i nks i nOt@wanada°® (
Citizen, 19 October 1899, p. 6, emphasis added). Furthermore, fr o nthe beautiful Ottawa links,°
the Ottawa Journal added, there is a picturesque outlook® (Ottawa Journal, 4 November 1901,

p. 10, emphasis added).

This note had been sounded by Club members when they first saw the course at the beginning
of May in 1896: Although there is a great deal yet to be done before the course itself will be in
first class condition, the members feel that it will repay the time and trouble. The situation is very
picturesque and the view from many parts of the course is delightful® (Ottawa Journal, 15 May
1896, p. 6, emphasis added).

A few weeks later, members of the Kingston Golf Club played the course and carried a similar

report back to a Kingstonnewspaper. The day was v Eegourideveere veryf u | e
interesting and picturesque ° Ddily British Whig [Kingston, Ontario], 26 May 1896, p. 4,

emphasis added). In 1897, th e Ot t awa c or r e s p oDaily Mail said fomethinfor ont o ®s
similar: The golf links are situated on the Chelsea Road in a mostpicturesque bit of country®

(Daily Mail and Empire [Toronto], 18 May 1897, p. 7, emphasis added). And in 1898, the Ottawa

correspond for Toronto Saturday Night magazinetoldof ~t he o meniLimagi es® Gol f
Tournament out at the picturesque | i nks on t he TorbnolSatweday Nightadd °  (

October 1898, p. 3, emphasis added). After the Canadian amateur Championship held on the

Chelsea Links in September of 1899, it was reportedt hat ~t he visiting players
pleased with the fine picturesque | i nks whi ch the club posGttawases on

Citizen, 22 March 1900, p. 6, emphasis added).
There can be no doubt: the Chelsea Links were picturesque!

And members of the Ottawa Golf Club were wont to point this out to members of visiting clubs,
but as Madge MacBeth recalled half a century later, whether such boasting about the beauties

of the Chelsea Links was appreciated depended on the timingofan Ot t a w aobgewdtidne r ® s

During a match played by the men, a member of the home team called the attention of
his opponent to the rich beauty of the autumn scene.
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Said the visitor, testily:

I didn®t come here to admire the countryside.
tal king!?®

(Ottawa Citizen, 12 January 1952, p. 34)

Sojustwhatdoesi t mean that the | i nks 3eppaenthsfariadertdino b e p

kind of golfer, distractingly so?

Members of the Royal Montreal Golf Club who played the Chelsea Links told a reporter for the
Montreal Herald of the views:  Ei t her i n v i e aresuch beadtifol arel famdus h a n d
placesas Leemi nsig;®st H atk ei §, ], Gatnaamiiv@rs ChaudidresFalls, Ottawa
City and its gr and MéhaaallHeraldn2ze Noveniber 1898 p. 2).g s ° (

Inanewspapercolumn(c al | ed = \)abouttheactiFitesorf® member s of Ottawadg
society, a woman writing un d eisitedtthe ©ttapasGeluiGiub in thexspring=r i | | s °
of 1899 and described arriving at the clubhouse as a wonderful contrast to life in the city: | t

certainly is a most pleasant and agreeable change from the city to find oneself in that
exceedingly pretty bit of country knownt o Ol d Ottawans as tdgaw8r i gham |
Citizen, 20 May 1899, p. 5).

Other people who travelled through the golf course area confirm the opinions cited above.

In 1899, an Ottawa cyclist described his ride up the Chelsea Road past the golf course. The
ChelsscaRoad ran high above t he ,Yhaotbbeevgd, andsodndre Gat i nea
climbed a hill as one travelled north to the golf course and enjoyed views to the north and east

along the way:

After the Hull railway station is passed, the road inclines upward until a high level is
reached =o.

Soon the Golf Club®s
passed on the right.

In the distance, the spire of
the Gatineau Point church
rises from a clump of trees
and presents an attractive
spectacle as it glistens in the
sunlight.

Figurel6 The church steeple at Gatineau Point, 1902.
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Looking northward, the eye follows the sinuous course of the Gatineau, while away in
the distance are seen the uplands o,

(Ottawa Citizen, 12 August 1899, p. 12)

Similarly,in 1891, men and women of t HdediSuathldadantteenlth-Cl ub °

gi vi ng° c¢ o ywentupythechetséaRapd, and one of them described the scenery.

Approaching the golf course area,onemet a gl i mpse through the trees o
deep, dark, and quiet, then frettettawatownalf8e st |l ess
August 1891,p.3).And one woul d see away in the distance t

with sides covered with a dark foliage so refreshing to the eye, and here and there an old time
log house, with the mortar betweenthelogsf r eshl y whi t ewashettawa hi ni ng i

Journal, 8 August 1891, p. 3).

Figurel7 A view of the LaurentiaHillsto the north and west of the Chelsea Links. Detail from a postcard of Gatineau Poi
circa 1909.

Horsey made a similar observation: To the westwa
course of the Ottawa [River] a few miles from its border, runs the Laurentian range of mountains

whose alternately wooded and cultivated sides and purple-colored slopes form a fitting

background to one of the | ovel iGtamaJopraaki5ur al spot s
October 1898, p. 12).

The approach to the golf course along the Chelsea Roadalso afforded beautiful views quite

close at hand. Horsey notes that near the clubhouse, the road itself was attractive: Pas si ng
through Hull, we soon find ourselves on the Chelsea Road where, half a mile beyond in a slight
curve in the road, through an avenue of overhanging elms, we see flying from its staff the flag of

the Ottawa Golf Cl u bOttawé Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12).

Another traveller described the fields around the clubhouse:
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Leaving Ottawa in a comfortable
carriage by the Suspension Bridge,
we passed through French-
Canadian Hul | o,

Crossing over a stone bridge which
spans BrGregkhwem®s
reached the Chelsea Road, whose
well graded, level and smooth
appearance partly excused the
extortionate tolls demanded.

Figurel8 The Suspension Bridge at the Chaudiere Falls, circe
1884, the only bridge across the Ottawa River when the Clut A bend in the road and the turrets

moved to itsChelsea Links. and spires of the city, with the flying
buttresses of the Parliamentary
Library, are seen.

Now the fertile slopes of the residence of the Hon. R.W.Scott come into view and the
old Brigham homestead 2 a stone house and outbuilding, the fields enclosed with stone
walls, a relic of the patience of fifty years ago.

On one side of the road is a heap of ruins 2 all that is left of a house in which a man
tried to stir up some dynamite with a lighted pipe.

Fields of ripening grain ripening for the harvest on every hand, and away in the distance
the ridge of the Laurentian range with sides covered with dark green foliage so
refreshing to the eye o,

(Dominion lllustrated, 18 August 1888, p. 110)

As indicated above, looking west
along Mountain Road from the
entrance to the clubhouse
(where Mountain Road started),
one could see the Scott
residence (Fair View House) at
the top of a hill 2 the hill on the
side of which the two
westernmost holes of the golf

course were laid out.

Fair View House was the grand

residence of Richard William

Figurel9 Fair View House (now owned by the National Cafiteimission) as i Scott, mayor of Bytown in 1852,
looks today.

29



then member of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada, thena member of the
Ontario Legislature (where he became a cabinet member), then a Cabinet Minister in the federal
Liberal government of Alexander Mackenzie,and finally2dur i ng t he CIl ub®s

Brigham Hall 2 a member of the Canadian Senate.

Fair View House and Brigham Hallare the only buildings near the Chelsea Links to have survive
to the present day, and, as noted above, they werethe two buildings that one noticed as one

approached the golf course:

We reached the ChelseaRo a d =@ .

A bend in the road, and the turrets and spires of the city [of Ottawa], with the flying
buttresses of the parliamentary library, are seen.

Now, the fertile slopes of the residence of the Hon. R.W.Scott come into view, also the
old Brigham homestead =o.

(Ottawa Journal, 8 August 1891, p. 3).

In his book, Pioneers of the Upper Ottawa, Anson Gard describes a walk in the early 1900s
along Mountain Road between Brigham Hall and Fair View House (which was a walk along the
left side of the second hole of the golf course) and recalls how the Fairview Estate looked in its
heyday:

To the right and left [of Mountain Road] is a part of the Brigham farm 2 a very little part

o,

THE SCOTT LANDSCAPE GARDENS

Once might have been seen on the next farm to the right the finest bit of landscape
gardening in this part of Canada.

It was the former home of the Hon. R.W. Scott, now Secretary of State.

Here were wont to gather the noted visitors of other countries.

It was, besides, one of the showplaces of the Capitala .

(Anson A. Gard, Pioneers of the Upper Ottawa and the Humors of the Valley. South Hull
and Aylmer Edition [Ottawa: Emerson Press, circa 1906], p.19)

Now owned by the National Capital Commission, Fairview Estate was sold by Scott in 1892, but
it still retained a good deal of its exotic grandeur when the Club moved into nearby Brigham Hall
in the spring of 1896. As Gard noted, in the early 1900s, iwas]f ar beyond any
(Gard, p. 20).
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The Ottawa Golf Club clearly resided in a good neighbourhood: its 2™ putting green and its 3"
tee box at the western edge of the golf course marked the boundary between the old Brigham

farm and the Fair View Estate.

Looking toward the northern boundary of the golf course, there was a special sight seasonally
where Leamy®s Road depar taaddmadeitoway tdwhré LacClleanly,foe a Ro a d
settler Andrew Leamy had lined his road with plum trees, which made the road very attractive

when they blossomed:

Wild Plum Trees Lined the Road
Entry to Leamy Homestead in Blossom Time was a Beautiful ~ Sight

The road used to be a delightful one to drive over as it used to be lined on both sides
for most of its length by wild plum trees.

In blossom time, the road was a treat to the eye.

(Ottawa Citizen, 31 August 1929, p. 36)

But perhaps the most spectacular view from the golf course was the one looking south over Hull

and across the Ottawa River to the City of Ottawa.

The Ottawa Journal observed thatf r om ~t he beauti ful pRturesgusa | i nks, °
outl ook over t heOtawatlgurna 4 November 19@l upt 110, emphasis added).
The sketch below provides a silhouette image of the Ottawa skyline that was visible from the

Chelsea Road near the golf course.
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Silbouette of the City looking Southward from a point on the Chelsea Road.
L ]
Figure20 Edward BennettReport of the Federal Pl&@mmissiona General Plan for the Cities of Ottawa and Hull (Ottawa
Government of Canada, 1918yawing no. 17.

The view above was accessible from most points on the golf course as well as from the

clubhouse, whichwas™ Si t uated on the face of a gradual, gr a
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River Ottawa, of which a good view[was]t o b e had, s ome CitanvhJourral, 15i | e awa
October 1898, p. 12).

Seen below is a sketch of this view dating from around 1903; it comes from a book published by
the International Portland Cement Company to show off the new cement plant it had built on the
land acquired from the Ottawa Golf Club in 1902.

Parliament Hill

Alexandra

R

Figure21A bird'seye view of Hull and Ottaweirca 1903maginedfrom a pointof viewabovewhat wasthe northeast corner «
the Chelsea LinksromIndustrial and Picturesque Ottaw@®ttawa: City of Ottawa Publiciyepartment, undated).

Horsey explained what people visiting the golf course should look for in the panoramic view of
the Ottawa River available from various points on the Chelsea Links:
look across its surface [and] see in full view a white and glistening curtain of water of
another river, the Rideau Falls, where the river of that name, flowing from the south,

gracefully glances over the edge of a perpendicular precipice some 60 feet high [in] a
smooth, unbroken current of limpid water into the Ottawa below.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12).

And do more than just look, Horsey suggested; alsolisten: The roar of the [ Rideal
conditions are favorable, may be heard where we stand [at the clubhouse], as well also the
mi ghty roar of t he @tawalourn@ha@ctbhedl8IB, p[1Bal | s] ° (

The clubhouse, Brigham Hall, was set in the middle of a gentle slope. The land rose about 75
feet up to its back courtyard from Brigham Creek (also called Brewery Creek) and the land
continued to rise from its front door about 75 feet up a hill at the top of which was Fair View

House.

In April of 1903, when the Ottawa Harriers club conducted a chase that crossed the Chelsea

Links, the four young men who played the role of the hares were given a bit of a break with a
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good downhill run all the way across the course. Coming south along the Chelsea Roadto the

toll gate at the northern end of the golf course, they were directed off the road: The run was
carried ©w to the Chel ssea WRd a&ad an aodhe rpitthitod thetwaimlg gat e
road, the line led over the golf course and down past the clubhouse then away across the CPR

track into Hull & . °Ottafva Citizen, 13 April 1903, p. 9). It was downhill all the way?2 from the

highest part of the course at its western boundary (where the 2" putting green and 3™ tee box

were located) down to the clubhouse, which was at the centre point of the 750-yard descending

run down to the CPR tracks.
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Brigham Hall as Clubhouse

The building often

referred to as t
Brigham house®° wa
also known in the

1800sas the Brigha
homestead, ° or t
Brigham farm, ° or

o

" Brigham Hall

It would serve as the

clubhouse of the

Ottawa Golf Club for

Figure22 Brigham Hall, circa 1940. .
eight years.

As seen in the photograph below, it still exists.

This building was the second house
built for Thomas Brigham (1787-1842)
and Abigail Wright (1796-1877), the
eldest daughter of Hull founder
Philemon Wright (1760-1839).
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From the original house, which was
several dozen yards to the north of
the present one, Brigham managed
Phil emon Wratrggtolunibe 8 00

Farm, which Wright began to clear in

== ~
: M Ty

Figure23376 Boulevard St. Joseph, Gatineau, Quebec. 1811 and named after the body of

water he called Columbia Pond (and

later Gatineau Pond) 2 now known as Lac Leamy.

When Wright died in 1839, Abigail inherited the farm.
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Built not far from the present house, the original house built by Wright on the Columbia Farm

had been serviceable2t he ~part to the westward next the [ Che
brewery and the east2bun emd 43$ ma dvweaeltl omgand reso
plentiful,® according to Hor sey?theGolffChb House2sce nt s p a
was b OttawatJGurndl, 15 October 1898, p.12). Thi s was i n 1834, Wright ®s

intention being to tempt Thomas and Abigail out to the farm from their residence in town.

Horsey knew a great deal about Thomas Brigham and his extended property, probably having
consulted the City of Hul |2®=sords that werecamon@tiioseut Col u mb

burned two years later in the great Hull fire of 1900.

After Thomas Brigham died in 1842, Abigail continued to reside in the house until her own death
in 1877. Ownership of the Brigham homestead then
Brigham (1825-1909) and her husband John Smythe Hall (1821-1892), but this couple resided

in Montreal and seem never to have lived in the house.

Indeed, Horsey indicates that the house had been neglected for many years before the Ottawa
Golf Club moved in:
[the] house [has] recently been awakened to a new and vigorous life after long silent
years of slumbering vacancy, during which time [and] decay, both within and without

and all around, have wrought their crumbling, disintegrating influences wholly
unhinder ed and unstaid by human interventionago,

The smart swinging, whirring stroke of the gol
hillside and meadow 2 giving a new life and spirit to the old place so long deserted and
uncared for.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)

As we know, the Club had been contemplating this move to the farmland of Emma Hall since the
late summer of 1894. One problem the club had in its negotiationswas the pr opri et or ®s
objection to selling or grantingalonglease,° but it may also have been th

Brigham Hall that gave the Club pause (Gazette [Montreal], 26 November 1898, p. 2).

Perhaps itis no surprise that when the golf season on the Chelsea Links began during the first
days of Mayin1896, t he ol d Brigham house® was not yet read
In fact, when the first handicap competition of the year was announced, members did not event

meet at the clubhouse:
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GOLF

The weekly handicap golf match will take place this afternoon on the links on the
Chelsea Road.

The meeting-place will be the tollgate.

(Ottawa Daily Citizen, 2 May 1896, p. 3)
There were two tollgates on the Chelsea Road close to the golf course.

One was at the northern limit of the course marked by Brigham Street, which was a street built
by the City of Hull in 1877 2 the tollgate having been built simultaneously by the Gatineau Road
Company where the new street met the Chelsea Road. This tollgateat the junction of Brigham
Street and the Chelsea Roadwas part of the tollhouse operated in the 1890s by old-timer

William Rankin.

The other tollhouse, inhabited by
David McCall (and his wife and
five children), was on the Chelsea

Road just south of the clubhouse.

It was at Mc Cal | ®s t ol
golfers met during the first week
of May 1896.

Tollgate keeper McCall (who had

been born in Glasgow) would

become a familiar figure to

keepers on duty at thellhouse northof Hull at Cascades, Quebec, circa 19

members of the Ottawa Golf Club,
for they were required to pass through his tollgate every time they came to the course and went

home.

Tolls were levied per person and per type of vehicle. There were frequent complaints that toll
charges on the Chelsea Road were outrageous? not necessarily because of the amount per se,
but rather because the often poor condition of the road seemed not to justify a fee of any sort!

Charges were pressed against anyone evading the G
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In 1902, the Club arranged for a horse-drawn bus to carry people to the course from the train
station and back again: there were six round trips per day for which the Club paid a daily toll of

25 cents (Marjoribanks, p. 15).

From the beginning, Club directors recognized that Brigham Hall was positioned to take

advantage ofthescenery: Cl ub rooms are being fitted up in the
being well situated for the purpose, Gtavaamandi ng a
Journal, 15 May 1896, p. 6).

An old but undated painting of the Chelsea Links clubhouse owned by the Royal Ottawa Golf
Club (the artist was Col. D.T. Irwin) depicts an oversized Ottawa skyline and Parliament

Buildings in the distant background, as seen in the greatly enlarged image below.

Figure25 Greatly enlarged detail from Irwin's undated painting of the clubhouse.

Irwin depicts the Parliament Buildings greatly out of proportion to the way they really looked
from the golf course 2 perhaps impressionistically to suggest how they captured the attention of

golfers on the Chelsea Links.

Note also that the depiction of the clubhouse is surprisingly inaccurate: Irwin shows just two
windows on the north (or left) side of the main floor, when there were actually four 2 two for the
men®s r oom and t wo flrewimcouldnet hade nradethts mistake were he sitting
on the golf course while painting this image, so | suspect that he painted this scene from

memory 2 perhaps well after the Club had moved from the Chelsea Links.
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Figure26 Ottawa Citizen, 21 March 1970, p. 33.

A newspaper report in mid-April of 1896
shows how much thought the Club had put into the question of whether Brigham Hall could be

made to serve as a clubhouse:

NEW GOLF GROUNDS
THE OTTAWA CLUB MAY MOVE TO THE CHELSEA ROAD

Present Links Are Being Crowded by Building Operations 2 New Links Offered 2
Scheme for a Country Club to be Connected with It 2 The Details

The Golf Club are |Iikely to have new | inks thi
grounds on the Chelsea Road, about half a mile out of Hull.

The grounds offered are ideal for the sport,

Along with the proposal of the new grounds is a scheme to open a country club house
near the links. A building capitally suited for the purpose can be had in the old Brigham
house.

The idea of the officers of the club who are moving in the matter is that the building will
be fitted up as club, with a resident steward and staff in charge, the same as at a city
club 2 the club house to be the rendezvous for the golfers and their friends.

In the evenings, dances would be held.

(Ottawa Journal, 17 April 1896, p. 1)

The Club®s aspihlhavwe ont e building =& fitted up =& with
t he same as showsthatihe Glup was dwarb that standards were changing with

regard to what constituted a proper golf clubhouse.

The Club decided to occupy Brigham Hall precisely when some of the biggest golf clubs in the

United States had introduced an innovation: the purpose-built golf clubhouse. For instance, still

38



existing today in all their glory, the clubhouse of the Shinnecock Hills Golf Club was built during
the winter of 1891-92 and the clubhouse of the Newport Country Club was built during the
winter of 1894-95. In the mid-1890s, such grand clubhouses were so new to golf culture that
after former Open Champion Willie Park, Jr, visited the United States in 1895, he regaled

Edinburgh reporters with tales of the clubhouses he had seen:

The clubhouses were spacious and well-appointed.

The style of clubhouse architecture, with which he had
been favourably impressed, was unlike anything he had
seen in Britain.

Shady piazzass ur rounded the buil dings =

The establishments were hotels rather than clubhouses,
so complete was their bedroom and other
accommodation.

The cookery was beyond compare.

Thirty-five thousand dollars was the sum expended on

Figure27 Willie Park, JMunsey's erecting and appointing the Newport clubhouse.

MagazingNew York)yol 13 no 6 ; ; ;
(Septembet.895), p. 604, (Edinburgh Evening Dispatch [Scotland], 31 July 1895, p.
2)

Obviously,  Br i g h amad ndtbeeh designed to serve as a golf clubhouse, and some Club

members were quite sensible of this fact2 somuchsothatb e f ore t he annual me et
Ottawa Golf CI u b Marc¢hmf 1900, the following announcement was made in advance of the

annual generalmeetingg =~ The question of improving the presen
one willbed i s ¢ u sGitamvd Jourfal, 1 March 1900, p. 2).

The | adies® dressing room and the men®s | ocker ro
beginning of October in 1899, so the question of whether the old Brigham Hall would continue to

serve the purposes of the increasingly ambitious Club had to be considered.
The Club decided on extensive renovations:

FOR THE GOLFERS® COMFORT

Repairs are being made to the Ottawa Golf Clubhouse on the ChelseaRoad and it is
expected they will be completed in a couple of weeks.

The repairs are of a very extensive nature and will add greatly to the comfort and
convenience of the members.
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(Ottawa Journal, 14 April 1900, p. 5)

There was yet more work on the building during the 1901 season: i mpr ovement s at t he
clubhouse are underway and by the middle of the season, the club will have one of the best

equipped links in Canada® Otfawa Citizen, 10 May 1901, p. 6).

And in January of 1902, at the annual general meeting, when discussion turned to the question
ofwhat to do with the  goq dnoshraemberséaeouredffurtheomorky on ha
on the clubhouse:

The surplus will be used for an extension of the club building or to improve the

grounds, as the club sees fit.

The members seemed in favor of the erection of a large roof garden or verandah from
which a good view of the links could be had.

(Ottawa Journal, 17 January 1902, p. 10)

According to Madge MacBeth, all the while the Club leased and then owned Brigham Hall, it
bore in mind its responsibilities as steward of a historically significant building:
Col. Meredith remembers that the committee in charge of arrangements went carefully

over the old stone house and decided that it would be vandalism to tamper with its
construction.

So only redecorating and refurnishing were undertaken, the Colonel being responsible
for most of the renovations.

(Ottawa Citizen, 5 January 1952, p. 30)

Still, Club members were nonetheless aware of the increasingly grand clubhouses being built by
precisely the Canadian and American golf clubs with which they wished to compare their own
Club.

And so, when the Club acquired its present site on Aylmer Road at the end of 1902, it
immediately began to plan for a new clubhouse by investigating best American practices in this

regard.

When the executive committee discussed the matter in February of 1903, the local newspapers
reported: a speci al deemimvedtigaten@ thehvarisus American golf club houses
andhasprepared a report upon the featuresDdlest adapt

Witness [Montreal], 17 February 1903, p. 10).Me mber s ~agreed that the new
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be of most handsome proportions. It will be not only a clubhouse but also a country house and
wi || be most M@uadvaCitizen,i2zhJanuarypl@03, p.(6).

Mind you, members of the Royal
Montreal Golf Club who had
visited Ottawa, coming from a
recently completed purpose -built,
state-of-the-art clubhouse at their
new Dixie site, told a reporter for
the Montreal Herald that they
quite liked the old-fashioned

clubhouse atOttawa: ~ Unl i ke t he

) S e — modern golf club house, the
Figure28 Clubhouse of the Royal Montreal Golf Club. Canadian Magazine
28 no 2 (December 1906), ¥56. Ottawa one has a charm of
homeli ke comfort all/l i

(Montreal Herald, 26 November 1898, p. 2).

Horsey implicitly agreed with this observation: al t hough ~t he wmstiyd en otf waercy
pronounced or beautiful®, t he house and i ts sur r atiitaviniamdg st r uc
above all, homel i ®®@awaloumdd, 1550ctobert1898, p.d2n°  (

Nonetheless, one might wonder whether there been a note of condescension in the observation
by members of the Royal Montreal Golf Clubin 1898that h o me Br k gham Hal | was u

the modern golf club house.®

Well, three years later, after another match on the Chelsea Links,many of the same Montrealers
who had spoken of the  hrmetoeel otharownthomelbridtwidIhe i n 189
Daily Witnesst hat ~t he cl ubhouse wa PDailgWithessyMantteal]J]4i f e and b
November 1901, p. 5). It seems safe to assume that that hey really enjoyed the way they were
entertained in the Chelsea Links clubhouse.
In 1898, Brigham Hall certainly struck Horsey as by far the most interesting house in the area:
Whilet he house itself cannot be included in any
a. it might be desi gnfrenehd suahsas seen chithé olderdpartslo r ma n

of Montreal and Quebec 2 with its broad gables and central high peaked roof in front
with dormer windows.
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The curves and designs of its fan lights over the front and back doors, as well as the
narrow sashes on each side, and the panels and patterns of the doors, show them to be
of Norman design, as also do the windows generally 2 with casements, divided
vertically from top to bottom, swinging on hinges and fastening both above and below
by substantial brass-knobbed bolts.

There is little that is ornamental either within or without, though the workmanship is
excellent. There are no carvings, nor escutcheons or armorial bearings, which one
almost expects to see in an establishment of its age and extent.

For the time in which the various structures were built, they were lordly and baronial,
and far exceed any of the modern structures in this part of the country, which,
compared to them, appear ephemeral, artificial, and of yesterday.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12).

And aswe cantellfromHor s ey ®s daof goléers enpeting thenclubhouse after their round
of golf, Brigham Hall certainly satisfied its primary function for golfers 2 providing a space and an

environment for enjoyment and promotion of the Royal and Ancient Game:

The room on the left of the main entrance with its four large casement windows

opening full |l ength ©® overlooking the.igutting
now t bitihg mom of the golf club where temporary refreshments are dispensed

and where all in common meet.

Here rush in twosomes and foursomes 2 florid, garrulous, excited, warm 2 whose noisy
hilarity shows how entirely they have been absorbed in the game they have just
finished as they explain in free and forcible language how the holes were lost or won 2
quite unconscious of self or their surrounding or the row they are making.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)

A clubhouse without a room like that is no clubhouse at all!
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Inside the House

Horsey provides a comprehensive account of how the rooms of Brigham Hall were arranged for

members® u s e

One entered the buildingf r om a | flag bgfere thetfronb d®or® a door admirable in

~wor kmans hi p)aadthkn ahessoodgnmavestibule — suhoff from the main hall®

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p.12). Thi s hal | ran the whole depth
fronttorear, some 50 feet | onQ@ttawanaurnd, 15 Ceteber 1898, p.\kd).dt h °  (
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g ROOM. .

fireplace fireplace
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Figure29 Ottawa Journal15 October 1898, p. 12.

Clubhouse activities were mostly confinedtothel ar ge rooms on the ground f|
rectangul ar rooms of about e q thadpadcipus dpartmgnesintbi mensi o
whi ch the gr oun dOttdwh doormal, 15 Octotbar 1888dpe 12f.  (
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Hor sey ®@s samlpyi nt ment was t o thehaliwhyandcadfowrreamsi ngs s o
(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12). Observing that each of the four rooms possessed a
~spaci ousg’i vihnegalftihr epl ace, ° he specul ates that the

these rooms (Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12).

" The proomed as the | ad¢heobs@rved wasst hg obpem on the r
main entrance?®’:
[This] was the best room, where visitors were always welcomed and hospitably

entertained and where the fire on the hearth, with replenished logs, crackled and
burned with increased vigour and brightnesstothenewlyar r i ved guests o,

twasint he room on the right (now the | adises® dr
took place, and here also religious ceremonies were helda .

Squire Brigham, being a duly appointed magistrate of the law, and having the
distinction of writing J.P. [Justice of the Peace] in capital letters after his name, held his
court here and was much in repute in settling little differences.

He generally discouraged litigation and had a peculiarly happy and celeritous manner in
dealing with and settling disputes.

He constituted the whole court, the first and last tribunal of justice.

After giving a patient and impartial hearing to both sides, he would address them by
their Christian names and generally, after a few words of admonition and advice, cause
them to make it up, shake hands, and depart in peace with the promise to live in
harmony with one another as neighbours should.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)

From t he =~ L adnend® thBirmenm, ° w
access to the garden on the south side of the

house: Leading from this front room is a small

hallway which opens in the centre of the

southern gable upon a grassy parterre

commanding a view of the [Chelsea] road
towards Hull and from which, to the courtyard
bel ow, i s a descéotawa of stone

Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12).

Figure30 Ottawa Journall5 October 1898, p. 12. " The men®s sitting room of t

opposite the | adies® dressin
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[This] room on the left
of the main entrance,
with its four large
double casement
windows, allows a
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TTITIYIL H‘[_I__
STONE WALL,

mountain ranges in the

= ~ distance.

(Ottawa Journal, 15
October 1898, p. 12).

Whereas the women had the room associated with christenings, the welcoming of neighbours,

Figure31 Ottawa Journall5 October 1898, p. 12.

and the dispensation of wise justice, it turns out that the men had the room associated with
death:

Thi s [ men®s netwithstandimgith pleasard aspect, was not a favorite of the
[Brigham] family and [was] but little occupied 2 perhaps on account of its association
with depressing recollections of last sad rites and parting looks on loved ones who had
shared in life their every care and mingled in their joy.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)

Fortunately, as we know, this room soon came to be associated with life: it was the one in which

all i n ¢ é memamd wonmere2tto enjoy refreshmentsandtotellwi t h noi sy hil a
their adventures on the golf course.

Inshort, th e r olenite®esof gloom was exorcised by Club life.

Thewomen®s r oom wa sl acdadresse®iroomh @ One pr ewomenarsssadh at
for golf in this room, but it was provided with chairs, couches, and a writing desk, as well, so it
also seems to have functioned as an exclusive sitting room for women. Yetth e men®s si tti n

r o o méommon to all 2 was clearly not a dressing room® for the men. Instead, men dressed

for golf in another room dedicated to their comfort:
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The room in the rear on the right of the hall is equally spacious as those we have
already | ooked into [the women®s dressing rool

It is now set apart as the men®s dressing r ool
conveniences for bathing.

This room shows by its well worn floor and fireplace that of old it was much used 2
which is accounted f or thaentreaaumdgvhich oiroledithe r ®s r 0 0 |
whole household.

It commands a view to the south over the garden and eastward over-looking the
courtyard below.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)

By hook or by crook, the men ended up with the two rooms that seem to have had the best

views. Their sittingroomo f f er ed ~a good view of tdverlookirmthe as we
putting green at the beginning of the <c,0°urasnd & an
their dressing room offered attractive views southandeast. |t commands a view to

over the garden and eastward overlooking the courtyard below [ by whi ch] ®© t he most
world-likel ook i s pOttansa donrhak 1bOctdber 1898, p. 12).

There was one more room, the same size

as the other three: The remaining room

on the ground floor,° says
" used as a ° ditawaJowgnalr o o m

15 October 1898, p. 12).

Beginning in 1970, as seenin the
photograph to the left, rooms on the
ground floor were again used for dining,

for the old clubhouse became La Ferme

Figure32Diners in La Ferme Columbia, 1972 revue de Gatineat
20 November 1974, p. 1 1970, the clubhouse rooms were

G Ol NB ¥ dzf tCitawsl Bitizén23NarieE1974, B9). Inits
dining rooms, lhe restaurantpreserved thdook of theoriginal Described above, the four rooms on the
roomsda ¢ KS RS O2 NJ Kihgigenéralifieel Bf tha hbligk.

Rooms have been left intact and there is a sersfic but elegant ~ main floor of Brigham Hall were the locus
appearancé Ottawa Citizen5 August 1972, p. 2/)ote the old .

fireplaceq presumablythe fireplace enjoyed by Horsey and fellov of most of Club life for the members, but
Club members from 1896 to 190%uspect thathe room we see
gl a GKS YSy Q&herRiddardekoyhs lefiPtigeY
fireplaceg behind{hq standing marg the o,thernside of wvhichAmay building.
bethe hallthatt SR 2dzu 2F U0UKS .flF RAS&cC

Columbia restaurant.

there were three other floors to the
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There was an attic, with a full window at each gable, and immediately above the four rooms on

the main floor was what Horsey called t h e : ithdd dedrboms that were able to

accommodate the Brighams® °(Qitawa Josrmahld Ocobat 1898w daugh
12). In the 1970s, La Ferme Columbia restaurantwouldu s e s even separate r 00ms
floors [to] offer charming and intimate dining to couples and grou p s Ottawa Journal, 29

November 1975, p. 22).

Seen in the photograph to the

left is the rear of the house,

’ where, says Horsey, there

was an extended | ow
4 on a level with the courtyard,

| divided into a spacious family
kitchen and dining r
(Ottawa Journal, 15 October

1898, p. 12).

Perhapsthis spaci ous f ami |
kit c $eevedas the

clubhouse kitchen.

Refreshments were available

Figure33 A photograph looking at the southeast corner of the old clubhouse. Ci o
2000. daily in the clubhouse; tea

could be arranged any day
upon application to the caretaker; lunches and dinners were served to the members of visiting

golf teams.

The family of the man who served as greenkeeper and golf professional from 1896 to 1898,
Joseph Baizana,lived in the clubhouse. And from 1899 to 1903, both the family of the man who
served as greenkeeper, John fuller, and the family of the other man who served as golf

professional, William Divine, lived in the clubhouse.
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Around the House

Horsey explains the arrangement of the walls, garders, and courtyard around the house.

Approaching Brigham Hall from the south as one came up the Chelsea Road from Hull, one first
encountered a stone fence runningt o 0 n e @ang the egshside of Chelsea Road? and one
saw on the east or right side of the wall a substantial garden to the south (Hull side) of the
house. This stone wall ended at a gate at the southwest corner of the house, from which point
another stone fence ran east along the south side of the house, forming the southern wall of the

enclosed rectangular courtyard behind the house.
I n Hor sey®s wor ds:

We approach a low dwarf wall of stone and mortar some five feet high and three feet
thick, topped by rough flat slabs projecting some inches beyond the face of the wall on
either side serving to protect it from the weather 2 which purpose it appears to have
fulfilled as the wall is in a fair state of preservation.

Figure34 An early, undated photograph of Brigham Hall. The photographer stands on the Chelsea Road a
southwest corner of the house. Marjoribanks, p. 15.

This wall runs southward from the gateway to the spacious courtyard and the southern
gable, skirting the road and forming the west boundary of what was once a garden but
[is] now a wilderness of weeds.
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(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)

Seen in the photograph aboveisthe gat eway°® where the st cRoael wal l al
met the stone wall running along the south side of the house to the courtyard behind it. Here
was an infor mal \siting roomm acocessedtreoudh thel doa g ®e southern

gable (seen in the photograph above).

A stone wall also extended along Chelsea Road from the northwest corner of the house
(paralleling the 1% fairway). From this wall, another stone wall ran up to a substantial two-storey
addition or wing sticking out several yards from the northeast corner of the house 2 thereby

~encl os[muctlysmallerlegarden® on t he nort h Sedtiibémagesbelovhe house.
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Figure35 Left imageOttawa Journal15 October 1898, p. 12 i KS 42 NR ORigjht Imﬂgﬁrp’m MajdRbusk& p15:
undated painting byrwin owned bythe Royal Ottawa Golf Club. Note that the man stands on the Ch&sad, which runs
between the stone fence on the edslubhouse¥ideof the roadand a wooden fence on thveest side of the road.

Also on the north side of the house, perhaps 100 yards beyond the garden wall and the
shed/wing/addition, was another more substantial yard. It was bounded at its northern edge by
another stone wall that ran east from the wall along the ChelseaRoad to the substantial ruins of

aroofless old barn or stables. As Horsey notes:
The stone walls about the old home are among the most striking features of the place,
giving it a substantial enduring appearance seldom met with in this countrya .

[The Chelsea Roadwall extends] on the northwest side [of the house] as far as the
great stable walls, as well as enclosing the garden [on the north side of the house].

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)

See below an annotated detail from another undated painting by Col. D.T. Irwin owned by the
Royal Ottawa Golf Club.
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Flgure36 Detail from an undatedrwin painting owned by the Royal Ottawa Gol@iiC|

Referringto t he ruinous but substanti,al Hsotrosneeythissaalylss tohfa:
buil dvasbgnte t he same year®° in which °2thdtie, 1884 esent ho
(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12). The ruins had stood desolate for 62 years before the

Ottawa Golf Club found a use for them that would have been inconceivable in 1834.

Behind the house was a substantial courtyard that was enclosed by substantial stone fences to

the south and east and by substantial outbuildings to the north:

THE ENCLOSED COURTYARD
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Figure37 Ottawa Journal15 October 1898, p. 12. At right angle to this

wing is another
longer but lower extension forming the northern boundary of the yard. In this were
separate apartments for the servants and the various household industries necessary to
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a large self-depending establishmente [ and] required for its main
itself 2 such as kitchen, bakehouse, washhouse, smokehouse, woodhouse, and offices.

Across the courtyard, forming its southern enclosure, still stands (though in a very
dilapidated condition) the proportionate and well-designed wooden structure which was
the granary and stable for the riding and driving horses for family use.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)
The view of this courtyard from the clubhouse windows prompted Horsey to flights of fancy.

First, he was transported back to medieval timesin the Old World. A° ~ mo sworld4dike thok is
presentabservés, heby t he: @o wuponedifetidné appearance 2 which

requires only a little freedom of imagination to believe that here armored knights and fine ladies

long ago sported themselvesor assembl ed before sallying forth t

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12).

Then he moved on to the history of the New World, conjuring up images of people two
generations ago who worked on Columbia Farm for Wright and Brigham:
Here, sinewyaxemena st ruck [ bl ows],agamstwheh thei wiagedt he f or e

daily war with ruthless hand. These came and went[to and from the courtyard] in their
picturesque attire when free to follow comfor:

Here might be seen men in homespun flannel shirts of gaudy hue, course trousers
(tucked in beef-skin moccasins) supported by leathern belt or bright -colored sash
about the waist, leaving the shoulders free and unconfined for their laborious toll.

Here, milkmaids, too, with milking pail and stool at morn and eve came tripping forth to
strip from lowing herd their bounteous store.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)

Ho r s evitimysvas extremely arch and florid, but his imagination was fired by Brigham Hall. He
loved the old building as much as he loved the old game that was so new to him, and he was

determined to connect the two objects of his love:

as .when the forest primeval was first awakened by the advent of the white man and

re-echoed to the stroke of his ringing axe and the crash of the falling monarch at this

very spot where the fir #isthdvigeras wamisg shoetbfl ed o . |
the golfer thatis heard intheland ashecries Fore! ° t o those in his w
the swinging, rhythmical stroke of the glittering axe, it is the smart swinging, whirring

strokeof t he gol f er ®snottiroudh the forest, buroees tbeuhiisils and

meadow 2 giving a new life and spirit to the old place o .

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)
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Horsey asks us to see swinging a golf club as like swing an axe so that wecan recognize that

the pioneering golfer was the true heir of the pioneering settler!

Below the courtyard, it turns out, there was another walled enclosure, which, according to

Horsey, served as a paddock for young stock and as a pasturage convenient to the house:
The remains of its stone fence are still plainly visible as well as the fastdecaying
stumps of the large Normandy poplars which were set at regular intervals around the

parallelogram and must have represented a very pleasing ornamental appearance as
well as affording shade and protection to the cattle.

Nor mandy pweplha first orrramental trees planted by the early settlers so
that whenever they are found, they mark an early date of settlement

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)
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Figure38 Annotated detail from 1933erial photograph. National Air Phmtibrary(Canada)A4572 Photo no. 59.

This paddock marked near the edge of its northern stone wall by an elm tree, which Horsey

presumed to be nourished by a spring flowing down to it from the courtyard of the house:

From beneath the foundation [of the wing or shed at the northwest corner of the
courtyard], a never-failing spring of clear, cold, pleasant-tasting water continually
overflows a natural basin in the rock and courses onwards through the courtyard to the
green below 2 irrigating the expansive roots of the great elm whose giant size and
luxurious foliage can reasonably be attributed to its being fed from this nutritional
source.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)
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Byt he wor ¢®doegHomseyme an  put t iSmee hguses thephr@dse putt i ng

gr e ealferinhisarticle,he probabl y us e sheie toeefemmthedjolf caynsesire n °

general. In the 1890s, whatwe callt he f ai r way was called the fair g
green°® was cC abreea,d® tahred vphua tgoif worysecwad often talted the

~gr exhentet he word greenkeeper?® :(thewhelecaunse). keeps t he

| believe that the elm tree and stone wall effectively marked the southern boundary of the golf
courseor gr e en °ChaskalinkséMar ked as — Tr isgobabR thibteek anthe i t

northern edge of the paddock that we see inl r w iundaesl painting of the clubhouse.

i - -' " et
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Figure39 Annotated detail from anndated painting owned by the Royal Ottawa Golf Club.
Looking from northwest to southeasti n | r wi n,®e se@ aT rnet Besidgthe offices,

~ Tr e é&he2lm)in the paddock, andthen ™ T r e e2sa st&d of trees near the CPR tracks.

In the 1923 aerial photograph below, we look from southeast to northwest (twenty years after

the last round was played on the Chelsea Links)and see the same trees in reverse order.

Figure40 Annotated detail from a 1923 aerial photogragtibrary and Archives Canada, Collections and Fonds 5006653.
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The Ghost of Brigham Hall

By the beginning of the 1897 golf season, the Ottawa Golf Club had spent a full year on its new
golf course, and it had finally renovated Brigham Hall to acceptable standards. At this point, after
t he Ot t awGnlfdlua leld @sdi®t tea of the new golf season, a curious piece of

information emerged regarding the new clubhouse:

On Saturday afternoon, [the President of the
Ottawa, gave a most successful as well as enj.
grounds.

The golf links are situated on the Chelsea Road in a most picturesque bit of country and
the members have a very suitable clubhouse, w |

(Daily Mail and Empire [Toronto], 18 May 1897, p. 7)

If a lingering spirit presided over the clubhouse, the ghost of Brigham Hall might have been its

last resident, Abigail Wright 2 alias Mrs. Thomas Brigham

Abigail Brigham was born in

Massachusetts in the mid-1790s,

the first child of Abigail Wyman

and Philemon Wright. In 1796,

shortly after her birth, her father

travelled north to the junction of

the Gatineau and Ottawa Rivers to
assessthisarea®s posdarbi |l i ti e

development.

He returned again in 1798 and

1799 to consider more fully how

Figure41 Philemon wright and Abigail Wrightée Wyman).

he might go about settling the
land. Then, in 1800, when Abigal was about five,he ventured north with his growing family,
bringing with him four other Massachusetts families determined to clear farmland and build a

community.

In The White Chief of the Ottawa (Toronto: William Briggs, 1903), although author Bertha Wright

Carr-Harrissaysh er b ook i sitismanethirfgist@nger thandiction, a sketch of the
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life experiences of Philemon Wright and his family°her account of Abigail Wri
seems far-fetched, but she says her extraordinary storyabout  t he | ove of Abbie & |

upon ({Preface . ii).

| am sceptical.

TosummarizeCarr-Har r i s ®s s ateanaggr, Abigail was
the object of affection of four different men at the same time: shy
settler Tom Brigham, Lieutenant Randall of Quebec City, Hull

settler Harold Wrenford, and Algonquin Chief Machecawa. The

latter had asked her to be his wife, but she refused, for “Abbie®

was in love with Lieutenant Randall, who seemed to love her, but

then disappeared, leading Abigail to write to her sister-in-law

about her broken heart, only to have the letter intercepted by the

man who handl ed t hikarolsl terifdrdewhe nt ®s mai

secretly loved Abbie himself. Devastated by this discovery about

her true affections, he lost his mind: at an evening sugar-bush
party, Wrenford snuck up on Abbie unobserved, grabbed her from
behind, stuffed a handkerchief in her mouth, threw a hood over
her head, and tied her to a tree. Tom Brigham found her and did
his best to comfort the hysterical teenager. Machecawa later
exposed Wrenford as the culprit and caused the scoundrel to
leave the settlement forever. Then Abbie began to take an interest

in Tom Brigham.

They married in 1816 and the rest is (real) history 2 including

success on the farm and the birth of seven (or eight) children

Figure42 Machecawa, p. 12a.

(Thomas, Charles, Christopher, Emma, Philemon, Abigail, Alwyn).

When her husband died in 1842, Abigail, then 47 years of age, assumed charge of the farm and
the c o u p btlee®esterprises. Living with her in Brigham Hall at the end of 1842 were 14

people, comprising employees and at least three of her children aged 10 to 17.

Sadtohave been of a g e n AbigailBrigkammeaetame a rspectedfiguretini o n, °

Hull, which grew from settlement to village and finally to incorporated city during her lifetime.
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She wasknown widelyfor her war m hear t Q@tiawia DgilpGitiden,d® vi ce° (
November 1877, p. 1). And she shared her wealthas wel | as her advice: her
associated with every charity. Many an unfortunate familyhave pr ofited by her gen

(Ottawa Daily Citizen, 15 November 1877, p. 1).

Abigail Brigham was the longest lived of PhilemonWr i ght ®s chi l dren, and she
Brigham to live in Brigham Hall. When she died there in 1877, she proved to be the last of the
dead ever to be laid out in what becametheme n ®s s i tof the®gawa Gold ub® s

clubhouse 2 a room, as we know, thatalso served as acommon room for all golfers to use.
Abigail ® room had been edtuset he sout heast corner o
The room in the rear on the right of the hall is equally spacious as those [at the front of

the house] = .

This room shows by its well worn floor and fireplace that of old it was much used 2
which is accounted for as being  mother ®s r oo
whole household.

It commands a view to the south over the garden and eastward over-looking the
courtyard below.

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12)

It was the view from these windows eastward over
the courtyard that so enthralled Dr. Horsey in
1898, and it was the view from these windows that
apparently preoccupied Abigail as she declined in
November of 1877, yearning for something to

come into view:

The deceased lady saw the Chaudiére in all its
grandeur before its magnifice
turned to account;

saw a city spring up on a spot she had gazed on
as a dense forest for years;

and it was only a few days before her death that
she expressed the wish to live to see the rails of
the Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental laid through
the property and the cars pass her door. [The
Figure43 Abigail Brigham, apparently in Brigham Hall Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental Railway
sometime in the 1870s. Company was soon to become part of the CPR.]
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It was not to be, however, for she died while they were yet four miles from her home.

(Ottawa Daily Citizen, 15 November 1877, p. 1)

A b i g dying vBsh was not satisfied: was this disappointment enough to cause her spirit to

linger in Brigham Hall, waiting to see trains crossing her land 400 yards below her window?
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1894: Chelsea RoadReconnaissance and Stakeout

In the spring of 1898, Josiah Newman, the editor of Golf magazine (New York), wrote an essay

called The Golf Clubs of Canada in which he includes an entry about the Ottawa Golf Club (Golf

[New York], vol 2 no 4 (April 1898], pp. 10-19).

(Editorial Offices, 150 Nassau St,, New York.)
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Figure44 Golf (New York), vol 3 no 5 (November 1898), p. 314.
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Distance from depot,.......

Maps of course enclosed 7,

Newman gathered his
information from the
clubs themselves,
probably sending them a
guestionnaire like the one
seen to the left, published
in Golf in the fall of 1898,
inviting all clubs in North
America to submit
information for inclusion
in his Official Golf Guide
1899 of the United States
& Canada, which
appeared in March of
1899.

For each golf club, he
sought the following
information: name,
location, year the club
was organized, number
of holes, hole names and
yardages, club champion,
number of members, club
prizes and current prize

holders, office holders on



the executive committee, and so on.

In his April 1898 essay,N e w m a de@ited information about the
Ottawa Golf Club was no doubt provided by 1897 Secretary-Treasurer
Alexander Simpson (the second-place finisher in the 1895 Canadian
Amateur Golf Championship, he would be elected president of the Club
in April of 1898).

The information that Simpson provided concerned the state of the Club

in 1897 2 from the names of the 1897 prize holders to the names of the

_ members of the 1897 executive committee, as well asthe name of he
Figure45 Golf(New York), ve - course record holder: " The amat eur r ecor d, whos
37 no 4 (October 1915), p.

196. made the 18 holes in 81 strokes on May 24, 1897 (Golf [New York], vol

2 no 4 (April 1898], p. 13).

Simpson, manager of the Ottawa branch of the Bank of Ontario, had
served as Secretary-Treasurer since 21 April 1891. He knew
everything about the Club since its formation. Perhaps the most
interesting information he provided to Newman concerns not just who
laid out the course 2 butwhen: T h i skepw@lrde was laid out by
A. Ricketts i n Goffpleweyork],eval 2 nod @\&ik °
1898], p. 13).

Figure46 Alexander Simpson
(18571932). September of 1894!

Can the Club really have had its golf professional stake out a course in September of 1894 on

land it would not lease until April of 18967

Could the statement have been a mistake 2 the result of a slip of the pen or typographical error?

Was the intention to say that Ricketts laid out the course in September of 18957

The Club gave no outward signs during the 1894 or 1895 seasons that it was in any way
dissatisfied with the Sandy Hill course. It planned from early in 1895 to host in June the first
Canadian Amateur Golf Championship, and members so much enjoyed the Sandy Hill course

that they played on it until Christmas Day in 1895.
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Wh e n N e w@ffecial @@f Guide appeared in March of 1899, a year after information about
the Club had been provided in Golf in April of 1898, Ricketts was again said to lave laid out the

course in September of 1894.

There is no doubt that the Club knew that Newman had printed this

information about Ricketts in Golf the year before: A.Z. Palmer (he CI| ub ®s
president from April 1897 to April 1898) not only had a subscription to

Golf but was also corresponding with Newman in January and February

‘ of1898 about t he maga 4Golfi[dedvsrork}, uoklznbe cont e

| i 2 [February 1898], p. 41).

Figure47 Armory Alfred Furthermore, between the publication of the entry about the Ottawa Golf
Zouch Palmef1857%1929)

Club in Golf in 1898 and the publication of the entry about the Club in the
Official Golf Guide for 1899, someone at the Ottawa Golf Club had contacted Newman to give
him new information about the Club for the informationa bout t he OtGolfCaintheadi es ®
1898 Golf essay was substantially modified and expanded for the Official Golf Guide. Yet most of
the other information about the Club that Simpson had sent to Newman about a year before was
republished word-for-word. The only change made was to omit the names of the 1897 club prize

holders.

Who provided the new information to Newman is not clear. Simpson was no longer secretary in
1898, for he had been elected president in April, when Irwin replaced him as secretary. Perhaps
it was Irwin who sent new information, or it might have been the secretary of the OttawalL a di e s ®

Golf Club, Mrs. Crombie (Elizabeth Jane Pendleton Gwynne)

The fact that no one at the Ottawa Golf Club saw fit to change the original statement about

Ricketts® wo r k i n of3&9p leagdsnobeea believe that it was not erroneous.

Note that there is contemporary corroboration for the suggestion that by the beginning of the
1895 season, the Ottawa Golf Club had already identified the Brigham farm as its preferred new
location and had already made some sort of arrangement to use it, for we find the following
gossip recorded in the Ottawa Journal column Entre Nous in June of 1895 (just after the
completion of the Canadian Amateur Golf Championship):

A couple of years ago, they [the men of the Ottawa Golf Club] were most anxious that
ladies should join the club = .
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They gave glowing accounts of the game @ .

But now it is different and the men want to have the links all to themselves somewhere
in the wild country the other side of Hull.

They have the links already, | believe.

(Ottawa Journal, 22 June 1895, p. 5)

Was there substance to this rumour?

In 1904, a newspaper story about the history of the Club recalled that well before the Sandy Hill
location was abandoned, there hadindeedbeen ~much hunting around for
(Ottawa Journal, 10 September 1904, p. 15).

And in another article about Club history published in 1910, names were put to these old stories

about members hunting for a new golf course site while play was still underway in Sandy Hill:

The First Club Move

Owing to the rapidly i n ¢ r e a suildirgy operations on the
links, it became necessary to look for other quarters.

Some members had been casting about for another course, and
Messrs. A.B. Brodrick and R.C.Douglas had hit upon an

admirable bit of territory on the Chelsea Road, a mile north of
Hull.

Figure4s Arthur Bentley  In the spring of 1896, the club, under the presidency of Mr. A.Z.
Brodrick(1859-1926) Palmer [the president was actually Irwin; Palmer became

1902.0Ottawa Citizen13

president in 1897], took a lease of this ground, known as the
November 1937, p. 44.

Bingham [sic;s houl d be prdperty.gham® ]
(Ottawa Journal, 3 December 1910, p. 2)

During this prolonged hunt for other quarters 2 as this or that member proposed this or that site
as a possible location for a new golf course2 theCl u b ®s g o | fAlfred Rickettsansist o n a |

have been consulted about any possible s i t pet@dsal for development as a golf course.

Unlike many other fledgling North American golf clubs in the 1880s and 1890s, the Ottawa Golf
Club never deigned to pretend that such golf knowledge as resided within the Club was

sufficient to lay out a proper golf course.

For instance, debated on 21 April 1891, at the second of its organizational meetings, was not the

guestion of whether anyone within the Club might lay out the first course but rather which golf

professional the Club should hire:
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In the matter of groundsman and trainer, there was a lengthy talk and it was discussed
whether it was advisable to procure a capable man from Montreal or bring out Willie
Dunn from the Old Country.

There is no better golfer anywhere than Dunn, the well known and extremely popular
arrival her e
interests of the game in Canada.

“linkiand

hi s

(Ottawa Free Press, 21 April 1891)

%

Figure49 De la Cherois as
Thomas Irwir{18431928)

t he

best

gol fer

woul d be an acqui si

n

The Club decided to bring in the Royal Montreal GolfCI ub ®s Wi, | | i
who became the first golf professional to be hired as such in North

America when he went to Montreal in April of 1881. The Ottawa golf

Cl u kersion was probably prompted by Col. Irwin, who first heard of

Davis in May of 1881 when the latter was invited to Quebec to play

against the Quebec Golf Club® amateur champion, who was regarded

QG &kenzadyaf the ach-o r e

golfing socially prominent men in Quebec City, Irwin was a non-playing

member of the Club 2 probably because C a n a dgalf@®md governor General, Lord Lorne

( Queen Vi cin-law)iwas@playsrxgnmmember who occasionally represented the Club in

team matches against the Montreal Golf Club.

;—» “ Across the 12 holes on Cove Field, Lord Lorne headed a large number

of spectators (which probably included Irwin) following the absorbing

golf match involving the first play by a golf professional in North America.

When Davis came to Ottawa at the end of April 1891 (his remuneration

making him the first professional golf course architect in North America),

Irwin was one of the four Club members who accompanied him around

Figure50John Campbell  the Sandy Hill site that day as the Davis explained where the holes

(18451914) Marquess of
Lorne, Governoefseneral of
Canada, 188-83.

should go. The five men even made a trial of the new layout.

We have reason to believe that Davis would not have beenshy about

explaining what parts of Sandy Hill would serve the purposes of golf and what parts would not,

for when Royal Montreal loaned him three months later to the wealthy promoters of golf at

Shinnecock Hills on Long Island, New York, he explained that he could not lay out a course on

the land that he was first shown and made as if her were about to return to Montreal in

frustration and disappointment before his host, William Parrish, showed him another site:
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We asked the late Charles L. Atterbury, who was about to visit Montreal on a business
trip, if he would interview the authorities of the Royal Montreal Golf Club (organized in
1873, the oldest golf club in Canada, and therefore in the western hemisphere) and
arrange with them to have their professional come to Southampton and look over the
ground.

As a result of this interview, the Scotch-Canadian professional, Willie[Davis], by name,
arrived at Southampton with clubs and balls in the early part of July 1891, consigned to
me.

Immediately upon his arrival, we drove out to
Shinnecock Hills but had proceeded only a few
hundr ed vy ar[Davis]turned to ene and
remarked in a somewhat crestfallen manner that he
was sorry that we had been put to so much trouble
and expense, but that no golf course could be made
on land of that character.

We had already turned our faces homeward toward
Southampton when | said, @ =~ We [Davis], what do
you want?° o,

% He then explained that ground capable of being
turned into some sort of turf
; ®T1 then drove him to a spot in
of sandy soil comparatively free from brush and
e T e S capable of some sort of treatment appropriate for
Figure51 New York Herald30 August golf at a reasonable outlay of time and money.

1891.
(Samuel L. Parrish, Some facts, reflections, and

personal reminiscences connected with the introduction of the Game of Golf into the
United States, more especially as associated with the formation of the Shinnecock Hills

Golf Club [privately printed by Samuel Parrish, 1923], pp. 56)

Davi s ®s torthe aesviandd@was shownwas much different: Wi | | i e Davi s®s f ace
up, and with true golfing ardor, he exclaimed: -This is more like it® (New York Times, 8 March

1896, p. 25).

In accompanying Davis around Sandy Hill, Irwin is likely to have acquired first-hand knowledge
of the kind of things that a golf professional such as Davis considered in laying out a golf course.
He would have been in no doubt of the need for professional advice in such matters. And
serving as president of the Club in 1894 (as well asin 1895 and1896), Irwin was in a position to
insist that well-respected golf professional Ricketts should be involved in evaluating any

prospective golf course site proposed by this member or that.
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It is likely, then, that Ricketts was instrumental in determining that the Brigham property should

be the favored site for the new golf course. And so long as Emma Hall did not object to a couple

of dozen wooden stakes being driven into her fields here and there to mark locations for teeing
grounds and putting greens, it is quite plausible that Ricketts demonstrated to Irwin and other
members of the Executive Committeet he pr oper t y @raperpgalf byestaking aut thef o r

future course in September of 1894.

And perhaps as had happened in Sandy Hill at the end of April 1891, the golf professional and
any Club members accompanying him 2 say, Colonel Irwin, on the one hand, and the two men
who had found the site, A.B. Brodrick and R.C. Douglas on the other 2 made a trial of the

course.

In this regard, it is interesting to note that at the end of November 1894, a friendly match was
played at Sandy Hill by four of the five people who would have been involved in considering the

viability of the Chelsea Road site:

The perfect weather Thursday brought out a large number of golfers and their friends.

In the morning, the principal match was a foursome between Lt. Col. Irwin [President]
and A. Simpson [Secretary] against R.C. Douglasand A. Ricketts (prof).

The former won by two holes and one to play.

(Ottawa Daily Citizen, 24 November 1894, p. 5)

Brodrick was missing, but the others, during their match, may nonetheless have talked a good

deal about the promising prospects of what would become known as the Chelsea Links.
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Architect Alfred Ricketts

Chelsea Links designer Alfred Ricketts served as golf professional at the Club from March of
1893 to the end of the 1895 golf season.

r

| After Ricketts® first year at the Club
of the professional Ricketts,*° affir mi
ma n Ottafa Journal, 4 April 1894, p. 7). That is, he was a good

greenkeeper.

Confidence in Rickett sv@®emnsabecledragaires as ¢
inthe springof1895: ~vari ous changes and i mprov

decided on, an assistant to the professional has been engaged, and

every effort wildl be made to have the

Figure52 The only known

image of Alfred Rickettsirca  (Ottawa Journal, 13 April 1895, p. 7). Ricketts was given the resources
1898.Democrat and Chronicl

(Rochester)28 October 1923, he needed to make the Sandy Hill course a proper test for the

p. 38.

inaugural Canadian Amateur Golf Championship in June.

Twenty-two years later, Club members recalled for Ralph Revillg editor of Canadian Golfer

magazine,t hat the first professional in Ottawa, Al fr e
note in golfing circles, gave much careful attention to the course and did much to lay the

foundati on o Canaliah Golfieg volB3mad 2[June (L917], p. 88).

Yet little is known of this golf pioneer who was, afterRoyalMont r eal ®s inW88ldnd e Davi s
the Shinnecock Hills GolfCI ub ®s J o h n Cyjushthedhird golfi profeski@nél & come

to North America to work as such.

Alfred Henry Ricketts was born in Wimbledon, England (about 10 miles south-west of London),
in February of 1869. At this time, his mother Letitia was 34; his father George, a carter by trade,
was 39. The family had a large enough home to takein lodgers 2 even a family of three at one
point. Alfred had two older siblings, Francis (born 1864) and Martha (born 1867), and three
younger siblings, Harry (born 1872), Walter (born 1874), and Edward (born 1875). By 1881, 17-
year-old brother Francis was working with his father as a carter and 12-year-old Alfred was
working as an errand boy. By 1891, his younger brothers were general labourers living at home,

but Alfred had left the family home to make his own way in the world.
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When Ricketts arrived in Ottawa on March 20" of 1893, a month after his 24th birthday, he was
described by the Ottawa Free Pressas ~a pr of e s s i 0 n &cited ih theoNont\al mb | ed o n
Star, 2 May 1893, p. 5). The newspaper refers to the site of his employment 2 the golf course

laid out on the Wimbledon Common in the 1860s, one of the oldest golf courses in England.

Ricketts will have been associated not with the golf course per se, but rather with one or the
other of the two distinct golf clubs to which this course on Wimbledon Common played host: the
London Scottish Golf Club and the Royal Wimbledon Golf Club.

The two clubs, that is, played on
the same golf course. By 1890,
there were 500 members split
fairly evenly between the two
clubs (Wallington & Carshalton
Herald [London, England] 1
February 1890, p. 6). Located at

Figure53 Clubhouse of the Royal Wimbledon Golf Clirliish Golf Linksed. one end of the course in the more
Horace Hutchinson (London: J.S. Virtue & Co., 1897), p. 327. commodious red-brick clubhouse

(seen above) was the Royal Wimbledon Golf Club; locatedat the other end of the course in the
mor e spart an (seeh betww) wastha lsoeddn Scottish Golf Club.

Nine holes went each way from
clubhouse to clubhouse, the
members of these clubs
commencing play at the tee

closest to their own clubhouse.

‘ Ju d

i E :
WL

As the municipal authority in

charge of Wimbledon Common

:::::

restricted the playing of golf to
Figure54 Golfers and caddies pose in front of the" Irn Howsehe London TueSdayS’ ThurSdayS’ and
Scottish Golf Club, circa 1890. It is possible that Alfred Ricketts is in this Saturdays (SO as to make the golf
photograph

grounds available to the public on
other days for other forms of recreation), the golf course was often full 2 especially on

Saturdays, when perhaps 250 hopeful golfers might line up in the morning in quest of a tee time.
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Each golf club had its own golf professiona.One of them, [ David Murdoch]
to look after matters at the Wimbledon end, was more ofaclubma k er t ha RallMdllayer ° (
Gazette [London], 4 November 1896, p. 10). He also laid out golf courses. Originally from Leven

Links in Leven, Scotland, Patrick replaced his brother Alexander at Wimbledon in 1891 (at a

reduced salary and with the title of greenkeeper only, not professional). It is possible that

Ricketts apprenticed under each of the Patrick brothers.

At the other end of the common, at the London Scottish Golf
Club, the golf professional from the 1880s to 1900 was Peter

Fernie, from St, Andrews.

Like all golf professionals of the day, Fernie was a club
maker (in fact, he became so famed for his club-making skills
that he was one of the three club-making judges at the

International Golf Exhibition in St. Andrews in 1910), but he

was also a competitive golfer. He was a regular entrant in

Figure55 Peter FernieGolf lllustrated Open Championships from 1880 to the late 1890s and he
(London), 3 January 1902, p. 8 . . .

participated in professional tournaments and match-play
contests that began to be staged in the London area in the 1890s. Fernie was also an excellent
instructor, such that when he became the golf professional at Ipswich in 1900, club directors
attributed to his teaching skills the fact that many of the members @®andicaps had to be lowered

significantly within a few months of his arrival. Perhaps Ricketts apprenticed under Fernie.

Indeed, moving through the stages of apprenticeship from caddie to club-maker and golf

instructor, Ricketts may have worked with all three of the Wimbledon common professionals.

The 18-hole golf course on the Wimbledon Common was described in the 1890s by Horace

Hut chinson as the healthiest, prettiest, and mos
L o n d aBntish Qolf Links, ed. Horace Hutchinson [London: J.S. Virtue & Co., 1897], p. 327).

This course where Ricketts would have learned his greenkeeping skills was like the ninehole

Ottawa golf course in having no artificial hazards: not because the greenkeeping golf

professionals were lackadaisical, but rather because neither gaf course needed such things.

At Wimbledon, during the last year or two that Ricketts was there, we read that

67



The part of the common over which play takes place is high and interspersed
with patches of gorse and undulating ground.

The turf is gravelly and uneven, with patches of remarkably coarse, tough turf,
but during the last year or two the course has improved considerably, and the
putting greens are now about as good as it is possible to get them.

(The Annual Golf Guide, 1891-92, ed. David Scott Duncan [London: Horace
Cox, 1892], p. 221)

An 1890s photograph of the fairway of the first hole at Wimbledon suggests that the land here
was not much different from the fields parallel to the Dominion Rifle Range where several holes
of the Sandy Hill golf course were laid out in April of 1891 and not much different from the fields

where the Chelsea Links were laid out in September of 1894.

Figure56 First hole of the golf course on Wimbledon Common. Enhanced and modified photograptufohinsonpBritish
Golf Linksp. 329.

When the grand houses went up behind the fenced-off lots along Theodore Street( t o day ®s
Laurier avenue East)during the years Ricketts was at the Ottawa Golf Club, he may have been
reminded of the grand houses behind the fences alongside the first fairway of his old golf course

at Wimbledon.

Also located on the Wimbledon Commonas of 1872 was the Wi mbledon La
which the Wimbledongo | f pr of essi onals maintained a | adies®
hol es © and i s about(ThdAhtual Golf Suidd, 4891-92, pl 282). Hdreh °
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Ricketts became familiar with the capabilities of women golfers in the early 1890s and learned

the art of instructing women players.

The Wimbledon Common golf course had been overseen by Tom

Dunn from 1872 to 1882. I n fact, he
aseventoaneighteenrh ol e c &Gwl $eT ®s Gui de for t
Kingdom, ed. W. Dalrymple [Edinburgh: W.H. White & Co., 1895],

p. 14). If Ricketts began caddying at Wimbledon by the age of 12

(as was common in those days)2 and we know that by then he had

already begun working as an errand boy 2 he may well have been

given his first job by Dunn.

- ‘L;q

: o There was a great need for caddies a
Figure57Tom Dunn, early 1880S. o autumn “meetings® (that is, Club tournaments). In 1883, for
instance, 100 members entered the autumn handicap competition and 100 also entered the
autumn scratch competition:  t hat p @ammonamm whicthtlee links are situated presented
an unwonted scene of animation, so numerous were the couples of red-jacketed gentlemen
who, accompanied by their -caddies,®vere to be seen traversingi t ° (Hlustrated Sporting and
Dramatic News [London, England], 10 November 1883, p.218). Ricketts may well have been
introduced to golf when he answered the calls that went out during these meetings for additional

caddies.

Unlike caddies in Scotland, few of the Wimbledon caddies intended to make a future in the

game, for golf courses were few in London in those days. At Wimbledon, Horace Hutchinson
observedin1891, @ Your caddy ®©® may not necessarily be an
not engaged on more permanent work. In that case you have to find the ball for him, and to

instruct him on the diff er en c eBriisleGoliviengspp. 328).] of t i ng
But Hutchinson acknowledges that those (like Ricketts, presumablyywh o wer e ~engaged o
more permanent work®°® at the golf course were quit
guick at | earning, and a few have developed a goo
(British Golf Links, p. 328).

Fortunately for Ricketts, there were enough Scottish members at Royal Wimbledon to prevent

young caddies from mistaking English attitudes toward the game for proper attitudes:
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There was no competition for the monthly handicap challenge medal in December
[1887] as on the medal day, the snow wasat least six inches deep.

One of the members, however (an Englishman), made a gallant attempt to get round
with a caddie to play with and mark [an official score] for him, a caddie to carry [his
clubs] for him, and two more armed with a shovel and broom to search out the holes.

His card, which he handed in, showed that he succeeded in doing the first hole in 12,
the second in 16, the third in 35, and it is said that he played 78 for the fourth but,
failing to find the hole, gave up in disgust.

Lest he should have a claim to the medal as the only starter, a pawkieScotch member,
between two rubbers of whist, went out to the teeing ground with a [playing] partner
and struck off with his iron niblick a splendid drive of a couple of inches. This stroke
was duly entered on his card [by his partner], authenticated, and given in2 a fine
example of Scotch caution.

(Field [London], 12 February 1887, p. 211)

If anyone among the founders of the Ottawa Golf Club had visited Wimbledon or had otherwise
come to know of the nature of the membership divided there between the two Wimbledon clubs,
he might have been inclined to think that a young assistant professional from Royal Wimbledon

would be perfectly equipped to serve members of a golf club in the Canadian capital:

The Legislature is well represented.

Lord Wemyss, Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Lord Elgin, Lord Vernon, and others represent
the House of Lords.

The Lower House contributes a large quota.

Beyond the redoubtable Mr. Balfour may be noticed Mr.Br od hur st FEinlay,Mr . R.
Q.C., Sir W. Houldsworth, Mr. H. Seton-Kerr, Mr. R.G.Webster, and last, if not least, Mr.
Seymour Keay, the Saocialist representative of Elgin and Nairn who, truth to tell, seems
generally to play alone or with a professional.

In science, we have Professor Lankester and Professor Forbes, besides doctors
innumerable.

Literature picks its dainty way in Mr. Andrew Lang accompanied as he was the other
day, by his latest recruit, Mr. Rider Haggard.

(Wallington & Carshalton Herald [London, England] 1 February 1890, p. 6).

Whether or not Ricketts was one of the professionals asked to play along with some of these
Wimbledon members, he would no doubt have learned how a golf professional was expected to

interact with the kind of members that made up the Ottawa Golf Club in 1893.
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Although Tom Dunn had left Wimbledon for Scotland in 1882, he returned to a golf club in the

London area late in 1889 and would soon become the most important golf architect of the next

decade as he became the pioneer in developing design strategies for building inland golf

courses on non-links land. And so, Ricketts would not only have learned his golf on the

Wi mbl edon course designed by Dunn, but he would a
courses built near Wimbledon between 1889 and 1893. He would have learned from these

courses the strategies by which Dunn became known as the father of penal golf course design

(the subject of the next chapter). As we shall see, Ricketts would apply these strategies in his

design of the Chelsea Links course.

As the golf professional of the Ottawa Golf Club, Ricketts would of course have had other

responsibilities in addition to greenkeeping, such as making golf clubs, selling and repairing golf

balls, and teaching. And finding a teacher was a priority of the Ottawa Golf Club as implied by its

indication in the fall of 1892 that it intended to hire a golf professional: ~ The Ott awa Gol f
engaging a professional for next year and it is more than likely they will be able to put some

strong players in the fiel d Ottawa Daily Citizen, 1 November 1892, p. 5). The Club anticipated

both that its players would be made stronger by professional instruction and that many of its

social members would become playing members after instruction: A Ricketts, the
engaged by the Ottawa Golf Club, has arrived here for the season. Under his tuition it is

expected t hat Oftawh DailywCitizeh 21tarchrh893, p. 4).

Immediately upon his arrival in
Ottawa, Ricketts sought living
quarters in Sandy Hill, not far
from the golf course. He chose
lodgings in the home of
Frederick George Perrott, who
lived with his wife and young
children on College Avenue,

just a few blocks from the

clubhouse. (This street has

= e R e

Figure58 College Avenue at Laurier Avenue East (formerly The&diare), early since disappeared under the

twentieth century. buildings of the University of

Ottt awa®s main campus.)
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Perrott, an Englishman born in 1856, wasa man with many interests and an abundance of

energy. He was at times a civil servant and a mes
In his spare time, he also ran Perrott & Ashe, a catering company that also maintained a dining

hall. The newspapersref er red t o hi m as -khroevdh R eOttenatiorfal, t((he wel
2 Dec. 1893, p. 1). Perhaps through his Ontario Bank connection with Club Secretary Simpson,

he had the contract to provide lunches and teas for special occasions at the Ottawa Golf Club,

where he erected marquees for large eventsheldat t he c¢cl ubhouse: ~— Mr. Fred
splendid lunch for the golf players yesterday 1in
(Ottawa Journal, 7 October 1893, p. 8).

In whatever other spare time he had, Perrott served as the treasurer of the Sandy Hill Cricket

Club, which was formed in the spring of 1894. Ricketts was a founding member of this club, and

he was also?2 perhaps because of his expert knowledge of turf in general and of the golf course

turfin particular2one of three men appointed to a committee
for ~play near Qaténa Jogroal, f Mag I8@4upn8iGttawa Journal, 30 April

1891, p. 5).

The Sandy Hill Cricket Club (renan
finished the 1894 season with four wins and four losses. The

next year, Ricketts was described
men°® and ser ve Monteal DailCHemltd, 43 n ° (

May 1895, p. 2; 4 July 1895, p. 1). Perhaps his greatest

personal achievement in the Cl ub®s
with the Club®s greatest achi eveme
the cricket professional of the Ottawa Cricket Club (along

with two other batters before that), a feat late in the summer

of 1894 that produced a surprise win by the Sandy Hill

Cricket Club over the city®s stron

Ricketts also made good scores as batter in 1895 against

both the ~Ottawas®° and the I nvicta

teammates could do nothing against superior bowling
Figure59 Depiction of a cricketer batting

iKS YIi0K 06SieSSy  (Gazette[Montreal], 19 August 1895, p. 6; Montreal Daily
Cricket Club and a team of Ottawa Bank

Ottawa Journal13 August 1894, p. 5. Herald, 4 July 1895, p. 1).
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Perrott and Ricketts were regularly selected for the starting lineup of the Club (of which Ottawa
Golf Club members Alexander Simpson and A.Z. Palmer were president and vice-president,
respectively, in 1894), and together, they played with their cricket team as far afield as Montreal,

Perth, Almonte, Carleton Place, and Napanee.

Perrot and Ricketts seem to have been a dynamic duo in the promotion of the Club and the

game:

The committee of the Sandy Hill Crickett Club are canvassing the members
and friends of the club for subscriptions. They require about $125 to re-turf
and fix up the new grounds on which they hope to have a first-class wicket

next year.

Messrs. Perrott and Ricketts are most energetic in their efforts for the club.

(Ottawa Journal, 20 September 1894, p. 1).

They were so successful so quickly with their subscription campaign that just two weeks later
the Club was able to call for tenders for the work of constructing the new pitch. This

achievement earned heart yendbamueause at the Cl ub®s
Ricketts and Perrot were always paired together in other ways.

When the Sandy Hill CricketCl ub st aged a Married vs Single°®° mat
the former, and Ricketts headed the list of the latter (Ottawa Daily Citizen, 7 September 1894, p.
5).

At the first annual dinner of the Sandy Hill Cri
members of that organization was clearly evidenced by the happy and hospitable manner in

which they entertained their guestved. ocThdetsisme . f
Ricketts and Perrott responded to the health of the Sandy Hill Cricket Club proposed in felicitous

t erms by MrOttawh BaidyeCgizere 3 Novefnber 1894, p. 7). It was most unusual for

two people to have been charged with respondingt o anot her person®s toast:

Perrott seem to have been a doubles act.

And the two of them seem to have been quite the p
Cricketcl ub di nner ever held in Ottawa = that of the
o . Mr . A. Ricketts sang the -Scot chOtkwaJguend,e ® and
3 November 1894, p. 1).
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It was no different in the Ancient Order of Foresters, of which Ricketts and Perrott were also

members. In fact, at the end of 1894, Ricketts was elected Junior Woodward, one of the six

officers of the Court Pioneer lodge of the A.O.F. in Ottawa (Ottawa Journal, 27 December 1894,

p. 7). At the A. O.F. ®s March dinner in 1895, of

Alas, Perrott died young 2 he was just 49 years of age when he passed away in 1905.

Of course, Ricketts had not been brought to Ottawa to play cricket, but rather to do for the
Ottawa Golf Club all the things thatit fell to a golf professional to do in those days: to look after
the golf course, to teach members how to play the game, to make and repair clubs, to make and

repair golf balls.

Note that when he was hired at the Country Club of Rochester in the late 1890s, Ricketts
negotiated a contract according to which the Club would buy up to $500 worth of golf balls from
him 2 perhaps there was a similar stipulation in the contract he had secured from the Ottawa
Golf Club in 1893 (Through Half a Century: Commemorating the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Founding of the Country Club of Rochester [Rochester: 1945], p. 12).

Another part of his job was to represent the Ottawa Golf Club in competition with either the
professional golfer or the best amateur player of the clubs with which the Ottawa members

engaged in competition (golfers such as A.W. Smith of Toronto and Thomas Harley of Kingston).

And the Club also hoped that he would represent it in major competitions in Canada and the
United States, such as the professional tournament planned for Newport, Rhode Island, in the
summer of 1894:

On the 24" and 25™ of August a professional tournament takes place in
Newport, R. 1| o,

The sum of $250 is offered in prizes and W. Campbell, exchampion of
England, W. [F.] Davis, W. Dunn and other experts will take part.

A. Ricketts, the Ottawa professional, will also take in the matches. He is a good
player and just now in fine shape. The club expect him to render a good
account of himself.

(Ottawa Journal, 3 August 1894, p. 5)

Alas, Ricketts did not join the above-mentioned golf professionals in the tournament in question.

Just Campbell, Davis, and Dunn took part.
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We | earn indirectly of another 1894 tournament th
professional of the club, has had a disappointment by reason of the falling through of the New

York tournament Otawa Journal,fe Septemberri@&d4, p. 5). It(is not clear what

New York competition this newspaper item refers t
season, some professional ma Ottalwaelgurnah & $eptbneberp | ay e d i
1894, p. 5).

One infers that the Ottawa Golf Club 2 perhaps ambitious to show off its golf professional 2
supported Ricketts® ambi.Ndteothatas iopplaqmedaheg 180500Qanmadiam me nt g o
amateur Championship tournament for June of 1895, the Club expressed the hope of adding a

professional competition to the event, but those hopes were also disappointed.

Club Presidentl r wi n pl ayed golf relatively often with Ri ¢
p | ay @tawa Jqurnal, 4 April 1894, p. 7). Ricketts held the course record for an 18-hole

sound on the Sandy Hill links (he and A.W. Smith each shot 83 when they played each other in

the fall of 1893). And he would later hold the professional scoring record at a number of other

courses: Lake Champlain (at the Hotel Champlain Golf Club), Albany, and the Country Club of

Rochester (where he lowered the record from 70 to 69, and then from 69 to 68). The members

of the Al bany Country Club descri b@df[ARIi18I8et t s as
vol 2 no 4, p. 45).

At Ottawa, Ricketts also supervised tournament play as part of his duties, from various club

competitions to the interprovincial match between Quebec and Ontario held at the Club in

October of 1893. By the end of his first season in Ottawa, he had made a good impression in

this regard: Mr. A. Ricketts is the club®s profe
h e iOtafva Oaily Citizen, 7 October 1893, p. 5).

As we know, Ricketts | aid out the Ottawa Gol f Cl u

1894, but he would not be present for the move to the new course in April of 1896.

By the end of the 1895 golf season, Ricketts knew that he would not be returning as the golf

professional of the Ottawa Golf Club. Instead, he intended to go to the United States as soon as

possible, so in November he placed an advertisement in a Boston journal called The Golfer,

which was devoted to the game of golf &olér t he go
[November 1895], vol. 2no 1, p. 7).
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WANTED.
¥

A Situation as Greenkeeper and Professional
by a thoroughly experienced man.

Address, ‘“ PROFESSIONAL.”
84 College Ave., Ottawa, Can.

Figure60 Golfer(November 1895), vol. 2 no 1, p. 27.

In the same month, the Montreal Starr e port ed t hat — Al f Rickett s, prof
Club, left this evening to accept a lucrative position in Buffalo. Ricketts is one of the best golf

players in Canada, and he wil/ be a |l oss to the C
But Ricketts did not go to Buffalo. Instead, in March of 1896, the New York Times reported that

-~ The [ Al bany] Country Club has engaged M[r]. A. R
professional of the Ottawa GolfCl ub, f or the season, NeWwXookimiméspr i | 1 t
15 March 1896, p. 21).

Ricketts flourished at the Albany Country Club, which allowed him to develop further his career
as a competitive professional golfer and as a designer of golf courses.Indeed, his first year at
Albany was a busy one. In July, he played in the U.S. Open at Shinnecock Hills and performed

well in his first major competition, as the Ottawa Daily Citizen noted:
GOLF
Ricketts® Goeod Showing

James Foulis, of the Chicago Golf Club, won the championship at the open
matches of the United States Golf Association at Shinnecock Hills. Foulis
pl ayed phenomenal golf =o.

A. Ricketts, formerly of this city, took part in the contest and made a most
creditable showinge .hisscore © being beaten by the champi

(Ottawa Daily Citizen, 22 July 1896, p. 3)
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The Albany Golf Club also encouraged him to play in the
professional tournament at Niagara-on-the-Lake at the beginning of
September in 1896 (although he would not, in fact, take part in it).
Instead, at the end of that month, he entered the professional
tournament at the Lenox Links in Massachusetts, at which U.S.
President William McKinley would present the trophy to the

amateur winner of the Lenox Cup.

Before the amateur portita of the Ler
professionals © had a driving contest
of the Albany club. Each drove four balls and the aggregate

di stances were added together. Ricket

(Boston Evening Transcript, 26 September 1896, p. 4). That the

Figure61 Lenox Cup. driving competition was won by four drives averaging 152.5 yards
each shows how difficult it was to drive the gutta-percha golf ball of

the day a long distance consistently and accurately.

And note that Ricketta&@noxLinkdwere goislouched: they wagredhee nt s

top players in America, including Willie Davis (now of Newport), Willie Dunn, Jr., John Shippen

(the African American professional from Shinnecock Hills), Willie Campbell, Horace Rawlins (the

1895 U.S. Open champion), W llie Tucker (Dunn®s n

To win this tournamentwouldbepr esti gi ous: the first prize beincg
money was the equivalent of that which was awarded to the U.S. Open winner in July Boston

Evening Transcriptt 26 September 1896, p. 4). Ricketts did
Horace Rawlins of the Sadaquada Club of Utica, W. Campbell of Myopia, and W. Rickett [sic] of

Al bany were tied for thir dunjNewaYok], 28 Septerdberd896, ed t he

p. 9).

After his first design work as a golf architect for the Ottawa Golf Club, Ricketts went on to a

notable career as a course designer in Vermont and New York. He began at Albany: called by

the New York Times t he greens keeper of the Al bany Country
remodelling it, for we read in the Official Golf Guide 1899t hat t he gol f cour se was
i mproved by A. Ricketts, ° wit hNew®dokuimes318ulyy ar ds ad
1897, p. 4; Official Golf Guide 1899, p. 205). In May of 1897, he laid out a nine-hole course in
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Bennington Centre, Vermont, for the Mount Anthony Club. Two months later in July, he laid out

a nine-hole golf course in Lake Placid for the Roussement Golf Club.

Thenwer ead in January of 1898 t h aClub,is Aakindraibaskess t s , of
tour of Canada °898], WIRInd 1, d. 91)n Was aerlopking for more goltcourse
design work? Did he want to leave Albany? Was he looking for a new position as golf

professional and greenkeeper?

Whatever the case may be, after two years at Albany, Rickettsdid indeed move on 2 but not

because Albany wanted to get rid of him:

Much to the regret of all the members of the club, A. Ricketts, the professional,
leaves at the end of the month for Rochester, to take charge at the golf club
there.

Al bany®s | oss is Rochester®s gain, for in him
painstaking and obliging men in the business.

A clever instructor and a corking good player.

(Golf [New York], vol 2 no 4, [April 1898], p. 45)

His new job as of April of 1898 was at the Country Club of Rochester,where he immediately

applied his skills as both greenkeeper and architect. He was askedto remodelt he CIl ub ®s
eighteen-hole layout that spring. A month after his arrivab, we | ear n t hat  The new |
rapi dl y b dDemaggratiara Clerahitle [Rochester], 8 May 1898, p. 19). The re-design

was for the amateur championship of the Central New York Golf League:

The course is, to some extent, rather new to everybody, it having been
completed within a couple of weeks.

The club has had other courses in the past, beginning with a nine-hole course,
and last season being equipped with an eighteen-hole course 2 the full
number 2 but that course was somewhat different from the one which has
been prepared for the tournament.

(Democrat and Chronical [Rochester], 30 June 1898, p. 12).

Before the amateur tournament began, Ricketts set the course record of 74. None of the
approximately 40 players in the tournament shot better than 82. (Ricketts would lower the

course record to 70 in 1899, to 69 in 1901, and then to 68 in 1902.)
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Local northern New York newspapers regularly head
tournaments held from 1896 to 1902, generally presenting him as a smalltown golfer over-
achieving on the national stage, where he finished as high as sixth. The following report of his

play at the 1899 US Open held at the Baltimore Country Club is an example:

A. Ricketts, greens keeper of the Country Club, reached the city yesterday at noon
from Baltimore and was the recipient of many congratulations at the Country Club for
the game he put up at the Baltimore tournament.

Ricketts, who never gets a chance to get his best form by [comparison to] the practice
which the professionals of the clubs around New York get with each other constantly in
frequent matches, outclassed nearly all of them and really ranked tenth in the list of
about 100 of the most noted golfers in the country.

The tournament was undoubtedly the finest of any in United States golf.

Ricketts® only preparation for the tournament
Rochesterclube . Thi s sort of play does not fit him t
showing is all the more creditable.

He, himself, is dissatisfied with the number of strokes he took to make the first two
holes on Friday, for by the handicap of that bit of poor play, it took him 44 strokes to go
out the first time, while in the second round he covered the same course in 39.

(Democrat and Chronicle [Rochester], 17 September 1899, p. 20)

Ricketts also played occasional well-publicized exhibition matches against top golf professionals.
In Albany in the summer of 1897, for instance, he defeated Horace Rawlins (U.S. Open
champion of 1895). At Rochester in the summer of 1898, he was scheduled to play a home and
away match against the Toronto Golf Club professional, Arthur Smith (who had designed the
original 18-hole layout for the Country Club of Rochester), for a $50 prize, but one of the stone

walls that Ricketts used as a hazard on his Rochester course literally got in his way:

The professional match between Arthur Smith, the expert of the Toronto Club,
and Ricketts, of the Country Club, wil!l comme

Mr. Ricketts met with an accident while going over the course yesterday
afternoon, slipping while crossing a stone wall and injuring his knee severely. It
will not be known until today whether he will be in condition to play.

If he is too lame, it is probable that a proposition will be made to the Toronto
Club to send him over there several days ahead of the return match and give
him time to familiarize himself with the Toronto course, the object being to play
both matches as one with both purses hung up.

(Democrat and Chronicle [Rochester], 8 July 1898, p. 12)
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Ricketts was indeed too severely injured to play the match.

In the summer of 1901, Ricketts played well, but
famous golfers, Bernard Nicholls, who at that time held more course records in New England
than any other person. He was celebrated as one of the longest driversin the world 2 having

notched a 315-yard drive on the Wollaston golf course in Massachusetts.

Several years before, Ricketts and Nicholls had tied for sixth at
the U.S. Open held in Chicago in 1897. When they played their
match in 1901, Nicholls had become one of the most famous

golfers in the United States as the only man to beat English

undefeated tour of the United States and Canada in 1900
(Democrat and Chronicle [Rochester], 26 June 1901, p. 14).

The match was a cl ose one: Rickett

Ricketts also continued his work as a golf course architect, and

not just on the links of the Country Club of Rochester, but also

superstar Harry Vardon twice during

S

on the city®s municipal golf <course
TSRS S gy The City of Rochester owned a golf course locatedin  Genes ee
Figure62B d Nicholls, circa 189 .
gurebsBemnard Henofs, crea Vall ey Park° that was in need of re

1901, and when the superintendent of the park system was asked about planned improvements,

he deferred to Ricketts® advice:

Superintendent Laney said that =© i mprovement

\

probably would be made before the playing sea:

prepared to say where the bunkers would be placed, as he wants to get expert
advice before he locates them.

Instructor Ricketts, of the Rochester Country Club, has promised to make a
careful inspection of the course and give his opinion as to where it is advisable
to raise bunkers.

Mr. Ricketts, by the way, has spoken of the Genesee Valley Park course in
terms of high praise. Those who rail at it, he said, simply show their ignorance
in doing so.

(Democrat and Chronicle, 5 April 1901, p. 13).
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Ricketts took these responsibilities seriously and recommended such a large number of

changes for the Genesee Valley Park golf course that the comprehensive plan for improvements

he submitted was still being discussed at the beginning of the 1903 golf season when the

of ficers of the Club called a meeting to report
t o denocrdt and Chronicle, 24 April 1903, p. 15). We read as follows in connection with

this meeting:

Mr . Ricketts, the professional of the Country
Material changes are to be made in the links, making them much more sporty.

Nearly every hole o wil!l be changed somewhat,
preserving the general layout of the links of last year, there will be practically a new
links this season.

(Democrat and Chronicle, 24 April 1903, p. 15).

We can add the Genesee Valley Park®s new golf cou
Ricketts.
Ri ¢ k erthitest®als upport of Rochester®s adventure in the

course (still a rarity in the early 1900s) is notable. Furthermore, as the only golf professional in
the city, Ricketts undertook single-handedly to teach the average people of Rochester how to

play the game:

The [Genesee Valley]park players represent all grades of society.

That is, about all classes of persons whose occupations permit them to give to
the game the time that it requires are to be found among the players at the
par ko,

Not a few of those who played at the park last summer have been taking
instruction in the game during the winter. Mr. Ricketts has conducted a school
while the links have been under snow, and it is to be expected that the number
of players who are able to put up a game a little better than the average will be
larger this year than last.

(Democrat and Chronicle, 5 April 1901, p. 13).

Ricketts opened the same golf school the next winter, but exceedingly high demand for
instruction forced him to open it earlier than ever (as he explained in a letter to the editor of the
Democrat and Chronicle):

Dear Sir:
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| take great pleasure in informing you that at the request of a number of my
patrons of the past seasons, who were greatly benefited by the indoor
instruction and the splendid winter exercise, that | will open my golf school on
December 16, 1 attOearlier tiwan formerly. mo n

| will again be prepared to give instruction in golf in all its branches.
Thanking you for past favors, | am,

Yours respectfully,

A. Ricketts

(Democrat and Chronicle, 14 December 1901, p. 19).

It was as a golf instructor that Ricketts would establish his golf legacy.Women at the Ottawa Golf
club particularly appreciated his instogreatesti on whe
talent as teacher turned out not to be his ability to instruct beginners, but rather his knack for

improving the game of the most talented of his pupils.

Golfers in Ottawa, as well as golfers at other clubs in Quebec and Ontario, had noticed how
Ricketts had brought along young Rex Watters (the subject of a later chapter), but at Rochester,
Ricketts came to be regarded as a genius for the way he brought along one of the most talented

golfers the game has ever seen.

Shortly after he arrived at the Country Club, Ricketts
admitted to the grounds as a caddie a seven-year-old
& farm-boy named Walter Hagen who soon learned how to

play the game.

I n fvatle assistance from head professional Alfred
Ricketts, [he] gradually improved his golf skill to the

stage where he was an expert player by his mid-teens,
and was then hired by the club to give lessons to club

members and to work in the pro s

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter Hagen).

Figure63 A young Walter Hagen.
The golf course became the boy®s
the Club®s gol f psurodae Gathérsdan fanh: & effect, b e medds ought up® i

the pro shops of Al fr ed TRiougtkHalf a CentuaynGbmrhemaratisgu c c e S S 0
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Hagen

the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Founding of the Country Club of Rochester [Rochester: 1945], p.
21).

Walter Hagen would win five PGA championships, four British Opens, and two U.S. Opens,
ultimately trailing only Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods in the total number of professional major

championships won.

And by means of his
larger-than-life,
swashbuckling

persona as

golfer who more than
any other made
earning a living as a
touring golf

professional possible.

Of course, Walter

Figure64 In advance of the 1922 Open championship, Walter Hagen demonstrates his sv
the roof of the savoy Hotel, London, England.

Hagen was installed
in the World Golf Hall

of Fame as one of the greatest golfers of all time yet he never forgot his old mentor Alf Ricketts.

Ricketts® |ife had progressed from success
first five years as the golf professional at the Country Club of Rochester. Shortly after arriving in
Rochester, he married Nettie Belle Coventry in December of 1899, and the couple lived
comfortably with her grandparents in the village of Brighton, not far from the Country Club. Their
son, Albert G. Ricketts, was born early in 1902. Things could hardly have been better for Alfred

Ricketts at work or at home.
But then disasters struck 2 in both places.

In the fall of 1902, fire broke out at the Country Club of Rochester. The clubhouse and the locker
building that contained Rickett®s pro shop
were heroic. As firemen fought the blaze within and without the clubhouse, some were nearly

killed by a falling chimney.
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Figure65 The original clubhouse of the Country Club of Rochester (circa 1896) which burned downRodti9BRpress
[Rochester], 12 December 1896, p. 4.

Ricketts was on the scene all night maintaining a vigil at the locker room:

In the locker room were the individual outfits of the members and it was
estimated by Golf Instructor Ricketts that the property in there was worth
between $5,000 and $6,000.

There was no insurance on that property.
His workshop, with a quantity of tools, also burned.

While one side was blazing, he broke a window on the south side and,
reaching in, saved a few things.

(Democrat and Chronicle, 19 October 1902, p. 20)

With the ruins of the old clubhouse still smoldering, the members of the Country Club of
Rochester met three days later and decided not just to carry on, but also to build a much

grander clubhouse in the spring of 1903.
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Another decision the Clubt o o k

Figure66 Country Club of Roches@ubhouseshortly after its completion in 1903. It lasted until 1970.

~ w-angage Rickettseas professional and greenk e eper °

(Through Half a Century: Commemorating the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Founding of the
Country Club of Rochester [Rochester: 1945], p. 17).

Ricketts, however,soongaveup hi s position as t Bperh@bkheba@sse gol f p

of the tumul tuous
died in March of 1903 (wi t hi n

Journal:

DIED IN ROCHESTER

personal and pr offeNetielmthal upset
a year )dswdshmouncedsnahe@tgawab i r t h

Word has been received in the city from Rochester, N.Y.,of the death of Mrs. Ricketts,
wife of Mr. Alf Ricketts, formerly golf professional of Ottawa.

The deceased lady had only

been married three years and leaves one child.

Mr. Ricketts will have the sincere sympathy of many Ottawa friends and of the A.O.F., of

which he is a member.

(Ottawa Journal, 16 March 1903, p. 10)
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Alf Ricketts had no doubt told this sad news to his old friend, fellow cricketer, and fellow member
of the fraternal Ancient Order of Foresters, Fred Perrott, who was probably the person who

informed the Ottawa Journal of the sad news about Ricketts.

And so, at the beginning of 1903, Ricketts was left with a one-year-old child to raise on his own

(he never re-married).

After his marriage and the birth of his son, he seems to have cut off all contact with family back
in England. His older sister eventually tried to find him, placing advertisements randomly in

North American newspapEreedressPraielrarraes Wi nni peg®s

Ricketts (Alfred), club maker, was last heard of at Brighton, New York, nine years ago.
Sister Martha asks.
(Mother and brother Ernest dead.)

(Free Press Prairie Farmer[Winnipeg], 31 March 1909, p. 3).

Ricketts| ef t t he Country Club of Rochester ~—early
September of the same year by former U.S. Open champion Willie Smith, who was, in turn, gone

by the spring of 1904 and replaced by James Mackie of Glasgow (he had apprenticed under Old
Tom Morris at St Andrews) (Democrat and Chronicle, 19 March 1904, p. 15).

But before Ricketts left, he replaced his 18-hole course at the Country Club with a nine-hole

course on the same site:

At a recent meeting of the Board of Stewards of the Country Club, it was unanimously
decided to change the golf course at Brighton from an eighteen-hole course to one of
nine holes.

The old course was only about 4,500 yards long, which is shorter than even the

average course, and the holes were too crowded in together for comfort. For these
reasons, ®© it was thought best to have but
playing area as the old links did.

The Green Committee, together with Alfred Ricketts, the club professional, has been
busy for the past few weeks locatinganineh ol e cour se = and this
when finished, to befirstc | ass i n every particul ara.

The course will be about 3,175 yards long, or a total of 6,350 yards for a round of
eighteen holes, with a bogie score of eighty or possibly seventy-eight.

(Democrat and Chronicle, 15 March 1903, p. 19)
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Only the 1stand 17" holes of Ri ¢ k erigihake®@hteen-hole layout would endure in the new
ninechol e | ayout. These two very popular holes © we
s cheme®° '"asd 8t Holes (0emocrat and Chronicle, 15 March 1903, p. 19).

The map to the left shows
that five holes had a fairway-
wide cross bunker built on it

2 the standard penal golf

course architectural strategy
for inland golf course design
at this time. Perpendicular to
the line of play, trenches
were dug across the fairway
in straight or curved lines
and then filled with sand, and

the soil and sod from the

trench were built up into a

steep bank on the putting-

green side of the trench to

Figure67"The New Golf CourséDemocrat and Chronicld5 March 1903, p. 19. Cc form a virtually impassable

bunkers are highlighted in yellow. barrier to topped shots

And so we can make sense of the word used by the Democrat and Chronicle to describe the

buil ding of these bunkerectked, (The dDamdck ePesocatrdud oo btee
and Chronicle, 15 March 1903, p. 19, emphasis added). A similar word had been used to

describe the bunkers Ricketts planned for the Genesee Valley Park course Ricketts, of the

Rochester Country Club, has promised to make a careful inspection of the course and give his

opinion as to where it is advisable toraise bunkers® (Democrat and Chronicle, 5 April 1901, p.

13).

Ricketts built standard penal fairway-wide cop bunkers: a trench was dug across the fairway and

filed with sand, its soil and sod heaped into a vertical turf bank.

Ricketts never returned to his job as the head pro of the Country Club of Rochester, but he

certainly maintained his association with the Genesee Valley Park golf course, continuing his
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strong support of municipal golf. In the spring of 1903, he seems to have supplied the city with a
greenkeeper for the course:
The greens keeper has been engaged and will assume charge of his work the first of
May. He is to devote all his time to care of the links.

He is an experienced man at his business, having been employed at the CountryClub
links for some years past under the supervision of Mr. Ricketts, who has had charge of
the links in Brighton for so long.

(Democrat and Chronicle [Rochester], 8 April 1903, p. 19)

Ricketts®scoring feats at the Genesee Valley Park course were documented in the local
newspapers down to 1906, after which Ricketts® na

newspapers.

Certainly there are no reports of golf being played by Ricketts after 1906, and he was no longer
attached to a golf club by that time, but he remained in the golf industry. The census of 1920
reveals that he remained a golf instructor in Rochester: his professionwas recorded as that of
~ Pr of e sgslioHesvasdiving in rented rooms with his son, Albert G. Ricketts. Sadly,

however, Albert died in 1921, at age 19, just after his graduation from high school.

Now in his early fifties, Rickettsretained his love of golf. In a 1923 newspaper article that
presented a retrospective on 30 years of golf history in Rochester, we learn that a quarter
century after his arrival in Rochester, Ricketts stillhung around his old golf haunts:
Mr. Ricketts, who still resides in Brighton [now a suburb of Rochester], manufactured
many of the first golf clubs used in Rochester.

He remains an ardent golf fan and is always present at the bigger matches played in
Rochester each year.

(Democrat and Chronicle [Rochester], 28 October 1923, p. 38).

One wonders whether he might have met Donald Rosswhen the latter spent two days at the
Country Club in May of 1913 planning to replace Ri ¢ k e t thade®ourse witle a new 18-hole

golf course.

Ross played shots on a number of his projected holes and may well have consulted withlocal
golf celebrities Ricketts and Hagen before laying out the new course: he would have been

interested to learn from them about playing conditions on the Country club property 2 conditions
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regarding the climate during the golf season, the run of the ball during the summer months, the

direction and strength of the prevailing wind, and so on.

The 1923 newspaper article includes the only known image of Alfred Ricketts, seen below (in

what appears to have been a sketch based on a photograph).

Figure68"Alfred Ricketts Driving the Landd€mocrat and Chronicl®ochester], 28 October 1923, p. 38).

In the image above, Ricketts is shown driving over a sunken road called "Lovers' Lane" In
another example of his penal design strategies, he laid out this hole at the Country Club of
Rochester in the spring of 1898 so as to require the drive here to carry the fairway-wide cross

bunker constituted by the road.

By the start of the Great Depression in the early 1930s, Ricketts had lost his professional

connection to golf and was living alone in a boarding house.

To make ends meet, he had become a packer in a Rochester metal factory.
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RICKETTS —-Enterad into rest, Sun- Alfred Ricketts died a short time later
day evening, Jan. 22, 1933, Alfred
H. Ricketts, aged 61 years. in January of 1933.
~—The t:ota will rest at the Peters
Funera ome, 1511 Dewey Ave- Although the Democrat and Chronicle
nue, from where the funeral serv- o
fces will take P]ace Wednesda item announcing his funeral says that

afternoon at 2 o'clock. Intermen - .
in Riverside Cemetery, he was ~aged 61 years,

Figure69 Democrat and Chronicl€5 January 1933, p. 12. actually 63 years old.

In fact, he was buried just a few days before his 64th birthdayinRoc hest er ®s Ri versi de

Cemetery, where his remains were laid to rest alongside those of his son.

And so, the third golf professional hired to work in North America as such died without obituary

notice, let alone an acknowledgement of his role as a true golf pioneer.
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Penal Golf Course Architecture

When Ricketts left Wimbledon in March of 1893, inland golf course design was till a relatively
new phenomenon, born of the spread of golf throughout the south of England beginning in the
late 1880s.The sudden demand for inland golf courses gave rise to penal golf course
architecture 2 the main tenets of which Ricketts applied in his design of most of the 13 holes he

laid out on the Chelsea Links.

As we know, penal golf course architecture is associated with the design work of Scottish golf
professional Tom Dunn, oftenc al | ed 't he f ather of penal gol f cou
figure in laying out inland golf courses far from the traditional home of golf on seaside links land.

He was particularly instrumental in the building of new golf courses around London.

Dunn®s designs were distinguished by his tendency
trench perpendicular to the line of play, heaping the earth from the trench into a wall on the

putting-green side of the trench and filling the trench with sand. Any hazard spanning the width

of a fairway was generally called a crosf'enbunker

being called a turf dyke or cop bunker.

Tom Dunn said that he invented his famous cop bunkerin1 8 9 0, whdm,yi ng out | i nk
Walton-on-T h a me s , he was compel |l ed t o BdaumemeuthtGuaadiam e w ki n
1 December 1894, p. 3).

Dunn®s c otprneth auntdkbe the simplest and most economical way for him to introduce
hazards onto the generally featureless land where he was asked to build the majority of his
inland courses:
Tom Dunn's courses were rudimentary given the lack of earth moving equipment
available at that time.

His standard design feature was to lay out a ditch or bunker on the near side of the
green, often right across the course, which had to be carried from the tee.

It was the same kind of carry for the second shot, and if the player had to hack out of
the first bunker, the next hazard was in reach.

(Famous North Berwick Golfers http://www.northberwick.org.uk/dunn.html).
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One of Tom Dunn®s apprentices was h
Willie Dunn, Jr, with whom he built a golf course at Biarritz in

1889. Then, in the spring of 1893, the younger Dunn came to

the United States to work as golf professional at Shinnecock

Hills.

There, he immediately constructed in front of the green on what
was Wi | | i"ehol®ia 891gb@tsvhich became John
Cut h b é'hdle@ns1892) a hazard that would become one of

Dunn®s most famous cop bunkers

Seen below, itbecamek nown as ~ The Bastion Bun

(although some other contemporary reports refer to it as the

Figure70 Willie Dunn, Jr, 1894. — .
g Zigzag Bunker °).

After Dunn added six holes in

the spring of 1895 to make

Shinnecock Hills an 18-hole

layout,t he Dunn family®s
bunker became a staple

feature of this course, as

Garden Smith observed in

1898: " The embankmen

the Long Island Railway

Figure71 An example of a Willie Dunn cross bunker at Shinnecock Hills: “The (which is crossed four times)

Bastion" or "Zigzag Bunkeillustrated American27 October 1894, p. 1029. e .
and artificial cop bunkers are

the principal difficulti €sWalllofGdifpondon: ADdmees&( Gar den

Co, 1898], p. 259).

Willie Dunn immediately began designing golf courses for other golf clubs and for wealthy

members of the American leisured classes. Everywhere he went across the United States and

Canada in the 1890s and early 1900s, he laid out courses according to the principles of penal

design theory and effectively introduced througho

bunker as the default cross bunker for land without natural hazards. Seen below are two of the
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cop bunkers on the private course that he laid out in the mid-1890s for William Bayard Cutting at

Islip, Long Island, New York.

Figure72 Two of Willie Dunn's cepunkers at the Westbrook Golf Club, Long Island, New York, circa 1895.

Cop bunkers were intended to prevent a player caught within one from advancing the ball very
far 2 if at all. Exemplifying the main precept of penal golf course architecture, the cop bunker

was designed to punish golfers who could not get the ball into the air to get over it.

Penal design theory emerged from the general conviction, at a time when championship golf

was almost exclusively decided by matchplay, that it was unfair on a two-shot hole, for instance,

to allow players first to top a drive then to top a fairway shot and yet still roll the ball onto the

putting green with two bad shots, thereby having

reached the green with two proper shots.

In 1896, Willie Park, Jr, gave voice to the widespread disdain for such holes by referring to them

as what has not i naptthatistb sag the Halecanbe dtivendn¢he el | er s ®
green in two strokes TheGameoy@ol[dogdon: (longman] Green aRda r k ,

Co., 1896], p. 200).

And so, penal golf course architects made sure to arrange for each hole at least one hazard

stretching across the entire width of the fairway. A ditch, gully, creek or small pond might serve

just as well as a cop bunker, and so might a wooden fence, stone wall, road or railroad. Recall

that since none of these obstacles was purpose-built for golf, they were all regarded as equally
"natwural® hazards.) When  n-aidewbstcle, thedunhsediltat o pr ovi
cop-bunker 2 one on a one-shot hole, two on a two-shot hole, and three on a three-shot hole 2

to punish the player for each shot that failed to get into the air.
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So ubiquitous was the application of these design principles in the 1890s and early 1900s that a
person playing a golf course for the first time could tell the par score of any hole by counting the

number of cross bunkers on it: par equals the number of cross-bunkers plus two strokes for

putts.
By the | ate 1890s, because of Dunn®s influence, b
according to any other philosophy than that of ' p

For instance, in his advice on how to build a golf course in his 1898 book Golf, Garden G. Smith
writes as though ~penal® design is the only desig
Supposing a hole be 250 yards in length (measured from the teeing-ground), there

should be a hazard of some sort extending right across the line of the hole, about 100
or 130 yards from the tee.

Beyond this the ground should be good; but, guarding the hole again, and some 30 or
40 yards in front of it, there should be another hazard which the player would have to
carry before reaching the putting green.

(Garden G. Smith, Golf [New York: Frederick A. Stokes Co, 1898], p. 10)

Similarly, in the 1897 s e Gaidedo Geltin Americanthecefwas\Wr i g ht &
new section on how to build a golf course, and in it we see the same penal assumptions. First,

gol fers must always be required to carry the golf
@ should be somet i-giesdanmsamet ihrmes exti ngear |l y a full
from it°; but there should be always some hazard
Guidee x pl ai ns t h atbysoméaverseght,masforgotten,to provide hazards or

bunkers, they should be built by man.°® The kind o

gol fer: one option was wooden hurdles with slopi
doesnotalwayswor k, for the ball often strikes them and
another option was building hedges of branches,

steeplechasing® (the problem being that the ball
nookas to be unplayable®°). And so, the Dunn familyR®e

The best [hazards] are made by building a pile of earth work, about waist high and with
sl oping sidesaua,

The trench behind the mound should be filled
less unpleasant to play a ball out of sand than out of the mud that is sure to collect in
such a place in wet weather.
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This bunker may be either in a straight line across the course, or in a zig-zag pattern
like the lines of a fortification.

(Guide to Golf in America [Boston: Wright and Ditson, 2" ed. 1897], pp. 29-35).

Similarly, in Bunker Building on American Links,
wi dely published in 1901, we see how standard the

architecture had become:

Takeal50y ard hol e o, I f there are no natur al haz
cop-bunkers 110 yards from the tee, side by side clear across the course. About one-

fourth of the bunker in front should overlap one-fourth of the other, leaving a path [for

golfers] running sideways, and not straight for the hole, to prevent balls rolling through.

" v
f 8

;"‘:I‘v > A',

Figure73The 8th hole at the Flushing Country Club, Long Island, New York, designed in 1901 by John Du
(a nephew of Tom and Willie Dunn) and Walter J. Travis. Note the pathways to allow golfers throzmh the
bunkersGolf(New York), vol 9 no 1 (July 1902), p. 11.

Each of these bunkers should cover one-half of the width of the course.

The trap should be twenty feet wide and two and one-half feet deep, while the height of
the cop should be three feet o,

For a hole 340 yards long, the theoretical arrangement of artificial hazards would be:

Place two bunkers two feet deep, end for end eight[y] yards from the tee, with cops
eighteen inches high to catch topped or foozl

For variety, and in order to add to the picturesqueness of the course, mounds [turf

dykes, instead of cop bunkers] are sometimes erected to guard the green. They should

be placed 285 yards from the tee, and built about six or eight feet in height, twelve feet

wide, and extending almost across the course. The end of one mound should overlap

the other with a patch between, running sidew;

The player who can consistently negotiate a 500-yard hole laid out as follows in
anything like bogey figures should make a dangerous opponent:

Build a cop in two sections about three to five feet high, with a shallow bunker in front,
extending across the course about fifty yards
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About 240 yards from the tee, it would be advisable to place a cop bunker twenty feet
wide, three feet deep, and as long almost as the width of the course will permit. This
bunker should be built in the shape of a half moon and have two paths running through
it [for golfers] =,

Within fifty yards of the hole, an ordinary cop-bunker should be placed clear across the
course to protect the green.

(Inter Ocean [Chicago], 19 May 1901, p. 49)

We recall that Ricketts used these kinds of cross bunkers at Rochester. At the Genesee Valley
Par k cour se i nRidké&ts af the RoehesteeGouhtry Club, has promised to make a
careful inspection of the course and give his opinion as to where it is advisable to raise

b u n k dDemdcrat and Chronicle, 5 April 1901, p. 13). At the Country Club in 1903, we read,

" bunkers eeectadl,t © hlke s and PembcsatadduChronile,tls Mafch 1903, p.
19, emphasis added). Although we would speak today of digging or excavating bunkers, one
spoke of raising and erecting bunkers in the late 1890s and early 1900s because the Dunn

family had established the raised bank ofearth ( t h e asthee plefining feature of bunkers.

As we shall see, Rickettsseems to have designed a cop bunker to face the second shot on the
9" hole of the Chelsea Links.
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13 holes

After the first round of matchplay in the Canadian Amateur Golf Championship held on the

Chelsea Links at the end of September 1899, one of the rare Canadian reporters in the 1890s

who actually knew the game well described the Ottawa golf course:
The Ottawa links are about average in terms of difficulty. Theturfe i s good, and ¢t}
are taken all around as splendid links.

Properly speaking, they are a thirteen-hole links, the 18 holes called for in
championship matches are made in playing over the first five holes a second time.

The 18-hole course comprises5, 002 yards o,

(Ottawa Journal, 28 September 1899, p. 3)

Curiously, despite such an authoritative statement by a contemporary eyewitness, the Chelsea

Links have regularly been described by later writers as comprising just 12 holes.

Today® s ikiMédia entry makes thisclaim:  The c¢cl ub mov eidthetPoovimeohew si t e
Quebec, just across the Ott Rowwad Rd.v eTh cossistedoointygs eCh el s e a
holes, of which six had to be played twice to comprise an 18-holeround® ( Wi ki pedi a sit e

accessed 3 December 2025).

When Canadian Golfer editor Ralph Reville visited Royal Ottawa in the spring 0f1917, he made
thesameclam: The Chel sea Li nks weanthosa of §andy &litl; still, thgyr o v e me n
only admitted of 12 holese . Si x of those holes were completed t
h o | eCarfadiap Golfer, vol 3 no 2 [June 1917], p. 89). It turns out that he had recycled this

information word-for-word from a 1910 article in the Ottawa Journal ( R-Emergence of the

Ot t awa GoQttéawa burnah 3 December 1910, p. 2).

And it turns out that this 1910 article took its information from a 1909 Ottawa Journal article said

to have been authored by founding member Lt.-Co | . D. TThier €he? sea Links we
great improvement on those in Sandy Hillbutwer e only | arge e®Ottawagh for 12
Journal, 13 December 1909, p. 17). But it turns out that these words were notreallyl r wi n ®s

words after all; they were lifted word-for-word from a brief item published in the Ottawa Journal

two months before: ~ Al t hough the Chel sea Liomthoseawsendye a gr e a
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Hill, they were only (I &oUubHigonyoStorg bf Inteptionabhd2 hol es ®
Progressof ClubWhi ch Owned Bur OtadaJ8umall2d0ctolers1909, p. 6).

Although the source of the claim is unknown,its eems t o be one pghatisson®s st af

repeated over and over again in these 1909 and 1910 articles.

A 1904 article in the Ottawa Journal, ©° ca$dome Hi st or y GadffinC®rofogr ess of
Ottawa, ° made the Themweecwas ma cour s eOtmavfaldurhal, bOo |l es | ai

September 1904, p. 15).

The earliest reference to the Chelsea Links as a 12hole course comes in an 1898 article called
~ Can adi °gublisked in the American magazine Outing in which John P. Rochereviewed
the historyof Canada®s main golf c¢clubs

Shortly after the commencement of the season of 1896, it was found necessary to

abandon the [Sandy Hill] clubhouse and links hitherto used and links were obtained on
the Chelsea Road and the old Bingham [sic] homestead was occupied as a clubhouse.

A course of twelve holes was laid out, crossing the ChelseaRoad and the railway twice
in the round, and the course remains practically the same as used at present.

(Outing, vol 32 no 3 [June 1898], p. 263).

Since the Ottawa Journal reporter cited at the beginning of this chapter says that the Chelsea
Links had 13 holes in September of 1899, whereas Roche writes in the spring of 1898 that the

course had 12 holes, could a 13" hole have been added between 1898 and 18997
No.

We know that the course had 13 holes in 1897, for at some point during the fall and winter of
1897-98, Club Secretary Alexander Simpson wrote to the editor of Golf (New York) and
explained that the Chelsea Links had 13 holes.As we know, editor Newman® somprehensive
and detailed account of when each Canadian club was founded, who laid out the course, the
number, names, and length of the holes, names of committee members, course records, and so
on, suggests that he researched this article throughout the fall and winter of 1897-98, and so the
information he received from Simpson apparently referred to the Chelsea Links as they existed
in 1897.

Regarding the 1897 Ottawa layout, Newman informs readerst h at — Tkheipst wed ur se =

numbers 13 holes, the first five being played a second time to complete the full round of 18
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h ol €éG®If[New York], vol 2 no 4 (April 1898], pp. 12-13). Newman then names the 13 holes
and indicates the length of each of them. The 13" holewas c a |l | e ? the trhditoeaP name
of the last hole on a golf course 2 and it was one of the two shortest holes on the course: each

153 yards long.
There is no doubt that from at least 1897 to 1899, the Chelsea Links comprised 13 holes.

In September of 1899, a writer for the Ottawa Citizen reported on each of the 13 holes in a

description of the course published just before the Canadian Amateur Golf Championship

tournament began at the end of that month. He fully describes the first 12 holes, and then he

describes a thirteenth hole different from any other hole: it is the only par-3 hole among the 13
holesandhecallsit18: ~The eighteenth hol e, 165 yards, rou
Par p l(Catgwa GBitizen, 26 September 1899, p. 6). It is the shortest hole on the course.

The Ottawa Citizen writer seems not to have been a golfer and may not have recognized that

some of the things he said about the golf course were incoherent.

For instance, although describing 13 distinct holes in detail, he blithely 2 but perversely 2 also

writes: The course consi sts oThe I8Bhdleg arelcempleted bg dayirgt pr es e
the first five over again and then playing fromt he f i ft h (Ottawa Qiteent26ve |l f t h°
September 1899, p. 6).

One wonders how on earth the reporter did not recognize that he had described 13 holes 2 not
12.Couldhisst at e me thte tclhoaitr se consi sts of haverbéepa 12 hol es

misprint of 12 for 13?

Yet if the reporter somehow really meant to say that the course had 12 holes, he seems not to

have recognized that his statement that the 18 h
again® makes no sense: o0ne payeadbyplayingPtholesanda t ot al
playing t he f iagamt f i ve?’

And his statement that golfersp r o ¢ e ebg gaying the first five over again and then playing
from the f i f tishustplainwrohg We knog frdmtabcdunts of play in 1899 that
golfers did not play 1 to 5 and then immediately play 1 to 5 again, and only then play on to the
12", They played 1 to 12, then played 1 to 5 over again as 13 to 17, and concluded the round by

playing a new hole as the 18".
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The Ottawa Citizen reporter in question sucked at math and he did not understand what he had
been told about the order in which the holes were played to make up an 18-hole round. He did

not know golf. | wonder if he was among those he describes as not liking golf:

Golf is not popular with a number 2 largely for two reasons.

There is, first, no opportunity for brute strength. There is a certain amount of strain, but
a steady hand, sure eye, and calm, cool nerves are the main requisites of a good golfer.

The second objection to the game is that it is not a sociable one.

There are team matches, but the members are pitted alone against their opponents.
They have no clubmates near them to extend sympathy, encouragement, or
congratulation, and they do not know until all the pairs are in whether their side has
won or not.

(Ottawa Citizen, 26 September 1899, p. 6)

St we must be grateful for this r ep3hodséat®sb det ai | e

members described for him.

Fortunately, a Globe reporter sent to watch the championship matches on the Chelsea Links
reported on every stroke made by Vere C. Brown and Stuart Gillespie on 29 September 1899
and his report makes absolutely clear that the Chelsea Links comprised 13 distinct holes, that
golfers first played from 1 to 12 and only then played 1 to 5 over again, and that golfers
completed their round 2 if their matchplay contest required an 18™ hole 2 by playing another
hole (a distinct 13™ hole) as the final hole of the round (Globe [Toronto], 30 September 1899, p.
25).

Note, however, that since this hole never followed the 12™ hole as the 13" hole in a round of
golf, Club members always referred to it as the 18" hole. It was therefore given the most
common name for the | ast hGolf[dleworark],aol Zno # (Apric our s e:

1898], pp. 12-13).

Jennifer Mirsky, Chair of the Royal OttawaGolf Club Heritage Committee, recently drew my

attention to the fact that Club minutes in 1901 record that when the Executive Committee

"resolved that o t [hdebyhwlk]scorehasipenadrded toby thé o

members of the committee, P t i ndi cat ed t hatMinutdsyHBxecutiiko . a 18 = 3
Committee, Ottawa Golf Club,1901, provide by Jennifer Mirsky, email to the author, 14 February

2026).
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As was the case when the CanadianAmateur Golf Championship was played on the Chelsea
Links in September of 1899, so during the 1901 season, the 18" hole was the only 3-stroke hole
on the course (there were three 5-stroke holes, nine 4-stroke holes, and one 3-stroke hole). |
presume that this 1901 3-stroke 18™ hole is the same 3-stroke 13™ hole described by Newman

in 1897 and the same 3-stroke 18" hole described by the Ottawa Citizen reporter in 1899.

According to the 1901 Executive Committee minutes, the Chelsea Links seems to have been
played that year just as it had been in 1899: holes 1 to 12 were followed by a replaying of holes

1to 5 as 13 to 17, and then the round was completed by playing the unique 3-stroke 18™.

That the Chelsea Links comprised 13 holes for its entire duration 2 and that the 13" hole that
was known as the 18" hole was the 13" hole all this while 2 is perhaps suggested by a curious

~ b a ¢ k weurmdreeht played at the Club in September of 1902.

Playing a course backwards involves starting from somewhere in the 18" fairway and playing to
the 17" green, then teeing somewhere in the 17" fairway and playing for the 16" green, then
teeing somewhere in the 16™ fairway and playing for the 15" green, and so on, until one

completes the round by playing from somewhere in the 1% fairway to the 18" green.
The account of the C1 u 993 b a ¢ k wtmurndreeht is brief:

ON THE LINKS
Ottawa Cl ubm®s Handi ca

The autumn season of the Ottawa Golf Club opened yesterday amid circumstances of
the most perfect nature. The | inks were

Play commenced at the 18" hole and the course was played backwards.

Although confusing for a while, the members soon caught on to this arrangement of
things and the play thereafter was first class.

(Ottawa Journal, 2 September 1902, p. 10)

Of course, the Chelsea Links did not have 18 holes. But as we know, it had a 13" hole that was
never played as hole 13 because it was used only as the final hole in an 18hole round and

therefore had always been called the 18" ( o r ~ Hhwlme ° )

I's the ref erhmnde °t1®0A naivipeperitdn cited above a reference to the
165-yard three-stroke 18" hole?
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It is a great mystery why, after the club moved to its Aylmer Road site, the Chelsea Linkswas
never remembered as having had 13 holes. And considering the above information about the
course having had 13 holes from at least 1897 to 1901 (and probably for its entire life from

Ri ¢ k &894 laydit to 1903), it is perhaps just as great a mystery why the Chelsea Links was

ever thought to have had just 12 holes.

Note that since matchplay was the favoured form of competition in the 1890s and early 1900s,
Club members played the 18™ hole much less often than they played the main 12 holes. That is,

most matchplay contests ended without the need to play the 18™ hole.

Didt he ~— toonmhee® t hereby acquire a | es?Msitperthagsndi ng i n
implicitly regarded by members as an auxiliary hole? If so, could this be the reason that it lapsed

from collective memory?
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Bogey and Par

In September of 1899, the Ottawa Citizen reported that the 1% hole of the Chelsea Links was 290
yards long and observed the following: Par play for this hole is 4 strokes ° Ottawa Citizen, 26

September 1899, p. 6, emphasis added).
And yet in 1903, it was also said that a score of 4 on the first hole was the bogey score®:

GOLF

Mr. B.T.A. Bell, playing with Sheriff Sweetlandyesterday afternoon, holed out the first
green in two, which is a record for the Chelsea Links.

The bogey score for the first hole is four .

(Ottawa Citizen, 1 April 1903, p. 6, emphasis added)
How could the score of 4 on the 1* hole have been both par and bogey?

Note that the hole had not been shortened between 1899 (when par play was 4) and 1903
(when the bogey score was 4). B e | fea®dé making 2 on this hole was said to have been the
first time this had been done on the Chelsea Links. Since the score of 2 had been made on the
one-shot 18" hole many times,we k n o w t unigue acBievénie® was holing out a second

shot on a two-shot hole.

If anything, rather than having been shortened since 1899, the 1 hole may have been
lengthened a bit, for in 1901, when a member introduced tha t y aeav re@dtutionary rubber-
cored golf ball on this hole, P.D. Ross said the length of the 1% hole was 300 yards® (Ottawa
Journal, 4 September 1943, p. 19).

Although according to our contemporary understanding of golf concepts and golf terms, the par
score and the bogey score for a hole are not the same (the bogey score is one stroke higher
than the par score), it turns out that in the late 1890s and early 1900s, par and bogey were

regarded by most golfers as synonyms.

The Ottawa Golf Club was the first North American golf club to encounter the concept of bogey.
In the spring of 1893, as the Club prepared to begin its third season, we learn from the
newspapers of a peculiar competition scheduled for laterintheyear: The season®s

include weekly handicaps with prizes, semi-monthly competitions to decide the [Club]
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championship (and the holding of the Gilmour Cup), a valuable cup donated by Col. Allan
Gilmour, and a -Bogey ®ompetition ° (Ottawa Free Press, cited in the Montreal Star, 2 May
1893, p. 5, emphasis added)

The information contained in this item in the Ottawa Free Press? including both the quotation
marksar ound t he word ~ Bogey ° antthe capdaf léter that maksthea neol og
wor d — Bae@mame? was no doubt supplied to the newspaper by the Secretary of the

Ottawa Golf Club, Alexander Simpson.

The word Bogey®°® had been ilessthamotwoyeaesbdefotedawago!l f i n Er
used for the first time in North America by the Ottawa Golf Club. And, as we shall soon see,the

i dea of a Rogeagsbciakedvath ane of the most important concepts ever

developed in golf 2 the idea of a proper score for a golf hole (and thereby a proper score for a

complete round of eighteen holes), the idea we now call par.

Butin the early 1890s,wo decades after its invention in 1870,
caught on with golfers. And when the concept of Bogey was invented in 1891 (in support of a
new form of competition that it enabled), it immediately became more famous and more popular

than the concept of par had ever been.

Ropal Montreal Golf Club. For the first 500 years of golf history, there was no such thing as
b ] @parscore for a golf hole or for a golf course. The goal of the
M. .. m.. ...t golfer was simply to take as few strokes as possible to complete
S OncmARD....... =] agofhole.
T \Sl‘m’n“ — ||} For neither a golf hole nor a golf course was there recognized a
__— _’U;’:n'?";:“::: [ theoretically proper number of strokes that a first-class golfer
[ E“.li)::'d. ~ | |1 should take in completing them.
ol e DU Sl
S ) IRPPOR Loxa........ | |} Note the 1890s Royal Montreal Golf Club scorecard seen to the
"""" B || left, which, like most scorecards of the day, indicates no par
l__ T:::: N L‘ score for any hole. Since what mattered was simply the number
it B of strokes a golfer took on each hole, there was no use for a
SCORERS oo ———-—— §  number on the card to indicate a theoretically correct number of

_ strokes that should have been taken.
Figure74 Late 1890s Royal Montreal

Golf Club scorecard.

104



After the conceptofa B o g scgré was invented in 1891, however, it encouraged golfers to
think about the score that should be made on their golf course by a person playing proper shots.
The idea of a Bogey score became so popular that by the turn of the century, the Bogey score
for each hole began to be marked on scorecards. Par figures on scorecards had not yet
appeared and their appearance would be delayed by a preference fort h e tBegeyhover
par that endured well into the twentieth century. Note, for instance, that at the Country Club of
Brookline in 1913, the scorecard on which golf writer Bernard Darwin recorded young American
amateurFr anci s d0ards dueng RisUS Open playoff victory over English professionals

Harry Vardon and Ted Ray indicates for each hole not a par score, but a Bogey score.

[ F - - \slig f‘h Bt
V) CouNTRY CLUB, § KT, PR
Date, .. R ) 19/3 Player. M2 ed.....Han
I’ =l = ; - -
: 3 Length | Bogey! Player’ Won X AR g

[Holes Name | inyds. | Score S:_{em‘ Hlaﬁ:d:o ' e 5. | Score | Score
g 1 | Poloria| 430 | & o L 10 [Read  b140 | 8| %
i S B Capad FEAL X : e o
I | 2 |comee |300| &| L. |11y 11 |Stockton | 890 | 6 | /4
i 38 [pma |48 | 6| 4 by 12 | Paddock | 415 | & 1
: T =
'} 4 [mospiat ['300 | 4| -f1 |11y 13 | Maiden | s20| 4 J%L
g 6 [Newon | 420 6 {f' 1]/ 14 |Qumy | 470| 6 |° ¢
§~ '.._6;- Bakers. 275 4 o /// ["( 16 | Liverpool 8'1,‘0_;. .5 L‘.

~ - . ol b

8 7 |Patas | 186 3 A V4% 16 |Clyde | 126 | 8| 3 [
i |8 |come {380 B 3 171 17 [Eow | 330 | 4| 3
E .9 |Himhys | 820 | 6 | 5 liffl/ 18 [Home |a10 | 5| [/ |
{ ~ |our |s2as| 41 |3 & : 3000|398 [9,
: * 8245| 41 [2&
i o, ] - -
R - Marker's signature, §i93<0 80‘~:’?L
| 5 A Handienp | [ |
‘ =T b
{ Voo Net:

-~

Figure75CNJ y OA & h dzA fo&hegalayoﬁa/mmtﬁ/@&rdmmgmd Ted Ray 20 September 1913.

Thewor d — p &irst isedarareference to a golf score in a discussion amongst some of the

top competitors at the 1870 Open Championship in Prestwick, Scotland.
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Before and during the competition, two top amateur players of the day, brothers Alexander

Hamilton Doleman and William Doleman shared a cottage at Prestwick withthreeof Sc ot | and ®s
leading professional golfers: Jaimie Anderson, Davie Strath, and Young Tom Morris. It was

generally assumed that one of these three accomplished young professionals would win the
championship, Young Tom having won the previous two (and he would win his third in a row that

year, thereby earning permanent possession of the Championship Belt).

One night, talk amongst the housemates turned to the question of what the professionals
thought the winning score would be. American golf writer Charles Quincy Turner summarizes

the conversation that ensued:

Davie Strath, Jamie Anderson, Tom Morris, Jr., and the brothers
Doleman were staying in the same cottage, when naturally they fell
to discussing what score ought to win on the morrow. Some said one
thing, some another. At length William Doleman, so says hs brother
A.H., asked Davie Strath and Jamie Anderson what a certain hole

should be done in, if played correctly.

Figure76 David Davie Strath gave the required number at once.
Strath (184979).

~Ah!° says Jamie Anderson, that®s a®
bad Ilyin® | a®?°

T Tut ! Tut!*°®° says Davi e, "t hat has nae:f
the number you should do it in.?"
And Davie | aid gshamldt® stress on the
Figure77 James By degrees M[r]. W. Doleman led the professionals on to give the
And 1842 _
13059;80”( should® for all the other holes.

And this ideal, or perfect, round was found to be 49 for the twelve

holes.
And then says Davie, That is the num
play perfectgo !l f, but | know we won®t do it.

Figure78 William
Doleman, 1880.

While Davie was still talking, in walked Tom Morris, Jr.
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And hearing what Strath was saying, he shook

hae to try ony how. °

And Young Tom did try, and made a noble effort, coming within two
strokes of perfect golf by holing the thirty -six holes in 149 strokes,

very nearly an average of fours.

Mr. A.H. Doleman, thinking it would be a good thing to have some

word to indicate the required number of strokes for a hole, and so for

FiguremYoungTonthe whol e round, on an infallible pri

Morris (18511874).

(Golf [New York], vol 14 no 2 [February 1904], p. 100)
A.H. Dol eman had chosen the word par?®
hole should normally take because this number struck him as analogous

'to the price used to indicate the ~—par?®

A corporate charter indicates the original or nominal value of shares
issued for purchase. In the stock market, however, shares may sell for a

price higher or | ower than the par val

Similarly, golfers can make a score on a golf hole higher or lower than its

Figure80 A.H. Doleman, .
circa early 1890s. par value. ®

Bet ween 1870 and 1890, the term par °Théemostr arely e
important factor in keeping the concept of par from gaining popularity was that it had no

practical implications for the playing of the game.

Golf culture in Scotland had from the beginning understood matchplay to represent the essence
of the game. Contests among members of golf clubs were conducted by matchplay. Team

contests between golf clubs were conducted by matchplay. The nineteenth centur)
famous, high-stakes matches between the top professionals were conducted by matchplay

(before hundreds 2 and sometimes thousands 2 of spectators).
Matchplay required no concept of par, and it gained nothing from it.

In those days, medal play (stroke play) was regarded as a necessary evil? a departure from

matchplay made necessary by a large field of competitors: medal play was merely a practical
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and convenient way of determining a champion from a large number of players in a much
shorter time than matchplay among them would require. Obviously, since the winner was the
one who completed the course in fewer strokes than any other competitor, medal play also

required no concept of par and gained nothing from it.

Note that the idea of using a universal standard of par as the basis for handicapping golfersdid
not occur to anyone until the mid-1890s and an acceptable system for doing so was not worked

out until the early 1900s.

And so, for the firsttwenty-f i ve years of its existence, the conc

useless.
The invention of t im&89lkcbangeckepdarythngh ~ Bogey?®

As Robert Browning points out, in 1891, the concept of a proper score for the golf ground of the
Coventry Golf Club was calculated by the CI u b ®s S e c r Rotharlmamm,,to ekhblganew
form of competition he invented (Robert Browning, A History of Golf: The Royal and Ancient

Game [1955; reprinted Pampamoa Press, 2018§).

Rotherham had set himself the task of considering whether
a way might be devised for a large number of people to
engage in matchplay competition such that a winner might
be determined after a single eighteen-hole round played

by all contestants on the same day.

As things stood up to 1890, if (say) sixty-four club
members were to engage in a match-play tournament, it
would take at least three days of matches, comprising two

eighteen-hole rounds per day, to determine a winner.

Rotherham recognized that, in theory, were each
contestant to compete simultaneously in a match againsta
common opponent, their relative performances against

this person could be measured in terms of how many

holes each of them won or lost against him. The person
Figure81 Hugh RotherhamGolf lllustrated vol

2 (22 December 1899), p. 283
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who won the most holes from (or lost the fewest holes to) this common opponent would win the

day®s competition.

Rot herham®s ingenious insight was that the common
need not be real: for each hole on the golf course, a score could be recorded ahead of time as
the score achieved by an imaginary opponent with whom each club member would then

compete in matchplay.
What scores should be recorded ahead of time for this imaginary opponent?

Rotherham decided to attribute to his fictitious golfer the scores that the CI u b ® saméteurs t
golfers tended to make at each hole, provided they made no serious mistakes. By February of
1891, he had determined such scores for each hole of the Coventry golf ground, thereby
determining what he regarded as a proper score for a complete round of golf as played by his
imaginary golfer. He called thisscoret he Coventry Cgncewvedraslapomor e. °
score against which players could measure their performance in competition, it was the first

meaningful application of a concept resembling par.

The first tournament that the Club conduchyed base
hole scores recorded for this imaginary competitor occurred in the second week of May in 1891

An interesting competition was played on the Coventry links on May 13", for a

handsome prize given by Mr. Hugh Rotherham.

The scratch score of the holes had been fixed, and each player played a match against
the ground score under handicap.

The arrangement was found to be an excellent one, enabling a match-play competition
to be finished in the day.

(Golf [London], vol 2 no 36 [22 May 1891], p. 173)
Less than a week after this innovative form of golf competition was introduced, Coventry Golf
Club member Harold Smith (who had finished third in the inaugural tournament) passed along
news of the innovation to the Great Yarmouth Golf
of playing against an imaginary fixed score for each hole to several members of the Great
Yarmouth Golf Club at their Whitsuntide [i.e., midMay ] me et i nQplf [Londor], 8a03n®d (
78 [11 March 1892], p. 410).

As was required to enable this system of single-day matchplay competition, the Club Secretary,

Dr. Thomas Browne (a surgeon in the Royal Navy),
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the Great Yarmouth golf course and golfers immediately began informally to compare their

score at each hole to the scores making up the theoretically proper ground score.

The reaction of golfers to the difficulty of achieving these
scores soon resulted in the name

the imaginary opponent against whom golfers competed.

This name wasfirstinvoked byone of Br owne®s regu
playing partners, a good golfer who became determined to

match the Great Yarmouth ground score. Enjoying the

challenge but frustrated one day to the point of exasperation

at being unable to match the scores stipulated forBr o wn e ®s
imaginary player,heerupted: Thi s pl ayer of your

regul ar Bogey man!?”®

Figure82 Dr. Thomas Brown&olf He was alluding to a song popul ar
lllustrated 11 July 1902, p. 28.
Hus h! Hus h! Here comes the Bogeym:
describe a mischievous, timorous, hard-to-catch goblin:
Children, have you ever met the Bogeyman before?
No, of course you haven't for
You're much too good, I'm sure;

Don't you be afraid of him if he should visit you,
He's a great big coward, so I'll tell you what to do:

Hush, hush, hush, here comes the Bogeyman,

Don't let him come too close to you,

He'll catch you if he can.

Just pretend that you're a crocodile

And you will find that Bogeyman will run away a mile.

Browne immediately proposed that the imaginary, mistake-free golfer against whom they were
competing be named Mr. Bogey. Withifrhoathst shree e wama p

score° at Great Yarmouth and el sewhere became kno
Then, in the fall of 1891, Mr. Bogey joined the armed forces.

An anonymous member of the United Service Golf Club of Gosport, which was organized for the
exclusive use of members of the military, wrote to the editor of Golf (London) to explain Mr.

Bogey®s commi ssi on:
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Bogey was introduced to the members of the United Service Golf Club some months
ago by the well-known secretary of the Great Yarmouth Golf Club, Dr. T. Browne, R.N.

The versatile sportsmen of the United Service Golf Club were not long in trying a taste
of his [i.¢e. Mr . Bogey®s] quality, much to th

sufficiently that ~Bogey®°® is a ipangwagr who can|
demoralizedasn.

" Bogey°®° assumed the designation of Colonel on
Club, as naval or military rank is an indispel
Joking apart, the advent of Colonel Bogey®° s

permanent feature into the game of Golf. By using him as an intermediary, one can
compete with the whole field simultaneously b

It appears to me, then, thatthesoc al | ed ~Col onel Bogey® is dest
hold a permanent place in the game of Golf, and to add some fresh and interesting
features to the noble art.

(Golf [London], vol 3 no 76 [26 February 1892], pp. 384-85)

By 1892, the name ~Col onel Bogey® was coming to b
golfers at the several golf clubs in the south of England where Bogey competition had gained a
foothold.

Was there a difference between Colonel Bogey® score and a par score?

On the one hand, committees determining a Bogey score for their golf course tended not to

regard Colonel Bogey as having the ability of the first-class players who competed annually at

the Open Championship. He was modelled, instead,oneachc | ub ®s s c rrfarthe h pl ayer
latter® s s wase theeone by whichme mber s® handi capAcweds@shcal cul at e
player, however, was simply the club member who shot the lowestscores on t he cil ub®s ¢
regardless of whether this player® average low score was 75, 85, or 95, he or she was

denominateda s cr at c hConspquemtlyghe s c r astardddrd varied from club to club,

ands o, Col o n ability Bas deéngdRigferently by each club.

On the other hand, the way of calculating par was seen asinsufficiently elastic for calculating a
Bogeyscore.The Dol eman br ot hdetersniRed pyaan abstraa mathenvatcal
calculation: say a first-class player can hit a drive up to 200 yards; say a first-class player can hit
a fairway shot up to 180 yards; divide the yardage of a hole by these distances, add two putts
per hole, and you have par scores. The identical formula was applied to all golf courses.But

since golfers competing against Colonel Bogey played the game on soft or hard golf courses, in
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strong prevailing winds or in no wind, in rain or shine, going up hill or down, and so on, the
influential editor of Golf (London), A.J. Robertson, recommended that committees not adhere to
a Bogey p basedonithe matfematical abstractions of par calculations but rather
reckon Bogey scores according to local playing conditions:
[By some committees,]A ~ Bogey° score is compiled by taki

value, that is to say, in the number of strokes that a scratch player at the top of his
game will hole them in.

Such a scratch score is the ideal round of the green, and takes no account of variations
in the weather, such as wind and rain, or the heaviness of the course.

I n this |lies the defect of the Bogey®° princi |
actual competitors are handicapped seriously in playing down to a score which is fixed
under the most favourable auspices in which the game can be played.

|t i s, therefore, better to allow a few more
score to meet these variations.

(Golf [London], vol 8 no 193 [25 May 1894], p. 197)

Robertson found conflation of the concept of a Bogey score with the
concept of a par score so common that he felt compelled to return to
the subject later the same year:

[For many,] Bogey® is the par round of the green, or, in other words,
the ideal scratch score.

It is always better, however, to allow an extra stroke or two; so that, if
the ideal round, without a mistake, is 78, Bogey° ought to be fixed at
80 or 81, which would correspond to the very best score of a scratch
player.

(Golf [London], vol 9 n0 229 [30 November 1894], p. 215).

The question for each golf club committee to decide was where

Colonel Bogey would take more strokes than par to complete a hole.

Inevitably, committees debated long and hard about how many

strokes it should take Colonel Bogey to play this hole or that.

In Golf lllustrated in 1899, golf writer W.L. Watson gave vent to

frustrations arising from his long experience of these sorts of

Figure83 A.J.RobertsonGolf

lllustrated vol 1 no 3 (30 June  committee arguments at the West Middlesex Golf Club where he was
1899), p. 77.

a member:
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The bogey score is not a score at all; it is the product of some imaginary player and the
predilections of the club committee.

It is usually arrived at by count of hands.
If a majority decided that any particular hole is too difficult for four, they make it five.

Approaching the matter from the other point of view, they may resolve that it would be
too easy in five and so make it four.

That is bogey; he is really not a bogey at all, but merely a mild-mannered abstraction of
votes and opinions, ready to change his play
i n any number of strokes they may suggest o,

A most complacent fellow he is, but certainly no bogey, rather a timorous, middle-aged
fool.

(Reprinted in Golf [New York], vol 5 no 6 [December 1899], p. 398)

GOLF WhereasWat son®s West Mi ddl esex committee v
Colonel Bogey.

of meetings, the Ottawa Golf Club, going through the process for the first
time in 1893, must have found the whole business complicated,

disorienting, and frustrating.

It was Alfred Ricketts who guided the committee through this process. In
March of 1893, he had brought knowledge of Bogey to Ottawa a year

before news of the Colonel reached any other North American golf club.

Within six weeks of his arrival, Ricketts had persuaded the Ottawa Golf
Club®s executive coBromieyt@® ec anop e tnictliuodne® a

fixtures list for 1893.
Figure84 Colonel Bogey in
the Game of Sporting Sna|
deck of playing cards, Majt

Drapkin & Co., 1928. response to the expectation thiat he wou

Perhaps Ricketts promoted this innovative form of matchplay in

Ottawa, for he certainly knew how popular Bogey competitions had become in England.

By the end of April of 1892, Bogey was known only in England, and only to members at

Coventry, Great Yar mout h, “"the United Services Go
c | u rFeld, vol no 2052 [23 April 1892], p. 594). Ri ¢ k Rayal WiMbledon was one of the
~southern clubs® that had among its members a num
competition. In fact, one of the members of Royal Wimbledon was promoting Bogey competition

at the club by late 1891 and even wrote to the editor of Golf in January of 1892, calculating a
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Bogey score for the Wimbledon course, and recommending Bogey scores be established

everywhere as a way for single golfers to play a round of golf quicker than they otherwise might:
| am very pleased to see that the Bogey®° pl a:
in your interesting paper some competitions played under that system.

It savours more of the legitimate match play and makes a little change from the long
and tedious medal rounds.

| also strongly recommend it to those players who are so fond of toiling around by
themselves, keeping their correct scores , thereby blocking up the greens and
proving themselves a nuisance to many.

| do not mean that | advocate single play, but that | think that anyone who prefers that
way of practice can get al managndsobhapHessfteast er on
block up a green.

(Golf [London], vol 3 no 71 [22 January 1892], p. 302, emphasis added)

Since when playing against Colonel Bogey, golfers would not be playing for the sake of a proper
medal score, golfers could pick up their ball after the hole had been lost to the Colonel instead
of holing out on each green for the sake of a proper score and infuriating people in the group

behind who were waiting to play as a golfer sank a long putt for a 9.

As we know,Ro y a | Wi mbl edon al so h atdathadits dwn ¢oursenagditwo me n ® s
was on this course that the Wi mipigamided Bogdyadi es® Gol
Competition in mid-November of 1892. It drew over forty entrants (twice the number of playing

members at the Ottawa Golf Club at this time).

We can see, then, that during his last two years at Wimbledon, Ricketts would have learned a
good deal about this new method of golf competition. Still, it would take him a whole season at
Ottawa to set up the first Bogey competition to be held in North America: announced in May,

the tournament was held in November.

Andit is clear that this toQ@mn@3anteuwrndavyasndiitc ktelh @ s-®B b
competition for the handsome prize given by A. Ri

competition for the Ricketts prize OnawhDaillyt ake pl ac
Citizen, 1 November 1893, p. 5; Ottawa Daily Citizen, 4 November 1893, p. 5). Ricketts played in

many competitions over his three years at the Club from 1893 to 1895, yet this was the only

competition for which he purchased the prize himself. Just as at Coventry Hugh Rotherham was

the only one to step up and offer a prize for the new form of competition he had invented, so at
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Ottawa, Ricketts was the only one to step up and offer a prize for the new form of competition he

had introduced.

In 1894, mind you, the Ottawa Golf Club held a second Bogey competition on the Sandy Hill

course. This time, the prize was offered by A.Z. Palmer. He seems to have become enamored of

this new form of competition, for we find him later offering a prize for a Bogey competition on

the Chelsea Links. In 1897, as Club President, Palmerhad i ntr oduced a Captain®:
involved a regular matchplay tournament in its first year of competition, but the format was

changed for the same prize 1898:

GOLF ©

The competition foristhe Gaptbygi mA$ chr ptayocagali
under handicap.

It is open to the whole club.
The matches must be played Saturday next.

(Ottawa Citizen, 31 October 1898, p. 8)

No results of the competition were published in the local newspapers, but it was anticipated that

the competition against Col onel Bogey would be po
entering and playing for the Cenpdstadimi@slubRouseze. The
A |l arge number of @tawadouraas 4 Nogemeex1838,t6k d ° (

The Ottawa Ladies® Club also organi
Col onel Bogey at the Chel sea Links,
Denis Lemoine has given a prize for the winner of the match

against -bogey® which wil!/ be pl aye
the golf cl u bOttawé Citizen, 22 May 1902, p. 8).

Mrs. St. Denis Le Moine (Margaret Louise Mackey) was married
to Juchereau de St. Denis Le Moine, Senate Sergeant-at-Arms
and clerk of French journals, and the prize she offered was a

valuable si | ver | Qtawa Citzenc29 pdy 1902, p. 8).

- i e & -

Figure85 Margaret Louise ‘Mackey Her daughter Marguerite was one of the best golfers in the
(18531948), aliadvirs. St. Denis Le

Moine, dressed as the "Dominion of Ottawa Ladi elsfé&t Maogluefite vduldiviin the

Canada" for a fanegress ball in 1876.  c|yb championship in 1903.
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The winner of the 1902 Bogey competition was another ofthe Cl ub®s bet t ©®&n pl aye
Tuesday, the Ladies® golf club played %tDensst ch

Lemoine. Mrs. SidneySmi t h was t he wi nn eTorontdBSatdraaywMightt 31 Mdyo g e y
1902, p. 6).

Mrs. Sidney Smith (just as often spelled Sydney Smith) was

born Emily Ashford Wise (1861-1939). A natural athlete, she

was described by the lllustrated Sporting and Dramatic News

of London, England, as having becomeby the early 1890s
undoubtedl y t dnéstrongest{tendistplayetim a n t
C a n a dlllustratgd Sporting and Dramatic News [London,

England], 21 October 1893, p. 213). She was a finalist in the
Canadian championship of 1892 and 1893, was unable to play

in 1894 (because of a family bereavement), won the

championship in 1895 and was a finalist again in 1896. Joining

the Ottawa Ladies Golf Club soon after this, she won the Club

Figure86 Winner of thel902 Bogey
O2YLISGAGARZY 2F GK

Club Emily Ashford Wise (186039),  Lemoine in the 1900 final), and she would win it again in 1903.
alias Mrs. Sydney SmitBfficial Lawn

championship in 1898, 1899 and 1900 (defeating Marguerite

Tennis BulletifCambridge, She would also win a handicap competition as the scratch
Massachusetts), vol 2 no 10 (25 July .
1895), p. 152. player in 1907 at age 46.

In 1893, the Ottawa Golf Club had been the first in North America to become acquainted with
Colonel Bogey, but by 1900, knowledge of Colonel Bogey had become quite general, Bogey
competitions had become quite popular, and they would become increasingly popular over the

next two decades.

Since virtually every golf club in North America and England worked out Bogey scores for their
golf courses by the late 1890s and early 1900s, Colonel Bogey came to represent in the minds
of most golfers the standard of proper golf. And so, when the concept of par began to circulate
through golf clubs in the late 1890s asthe USGA considered it as a possible basis for calculating

handicaps on a universal standard, par was treated by most golfers as a synonym for Bogey.

In 1899, for instance,Bl ac k wood ®s Ed i mHhHaraategzkd thd argvailing diseain for
Bogeyamong Scot | aasaismg fragndheif perception of the sameness of the

concepts of Bogey and par:

116

rs:

aga

o

(



We do not recognize the golf Bogey. He is a bastard English invention.

We really have the same idea ourselves and call it the par score, but we never play with
it.

Why should we play against abstractions when there are so many fellow mortals for
whom defeat is a salutary experience?

(Bl ac k wood4B @eptember 1899], p. 389).
Similarly, the year before this, Th e Spor t s wo nasndefmed the termsaas gynonyms:
" Besides match and medal pl ay, another species of
namely, -Bogey.® This is simply a score fixed for
of t he Tdcree eSp°o r(t s wo malrl @endob:iAtchibald and Co., 1898], p. 294).

And when two Toronto Golf Club members (Stewart Gordon and W.H. Blake) wrote a hole-by-
hole description of their new eighteen-hole golf course for Golf (New York) in the spring of 1898,
they not only used the terms interchangeably, but they also mistakenlymade Col onel Bogey
limited abilities the determiner of what they thought — p ato Be:
In the 7" hole (410 yards), there is an awkward bunker consisting of two roads and

fences to clear from the teewn. After the tee,
but Colonel Bogey has to be allowed 6 for this hole.

The eighth hol e, the Casci,®° is 260 yards, h
and the green cannot be reached in the second shot unless the drive is of reasonable

l ength and well pl aced. It is a little beyond
requi site distance and the par° is placed at

(Golf [New York], vol 2 no 6 [June 1898], p. 10)
Toronto Golf Club members Gordon and Bl ake have h
acknowledge its newness by putting the word in quotation marks (in the same way Simpson had
put the word Bogey®° i n qu)bubtheydonotunderstarsithé n Ot t awa

differences between a par score and a Bogey score.

They allow Colonel Bogey 6 strokes to complete a 410-yard hole and 5 strokes to complete a
260-yard hole and they declare the par® scores for these two holes to be 6 and 5, respectively.
Yet the USGA had indicated in January of 1897 its understanding of the mathematical
calculations for determining par scores:
Clubs belonging to this association shall handicap their members on the following basis
of scratch:

Distances from tee to hole under 165 yards, three strokes;
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165 and under 300 yards, four strokes;

300 and under 450 yards, five strokes;

450 yards and over, six strokes.

(Democrat and Chronicle [Rochester], 30 January 1897, p. 15)
In this light, the 1898 par v al ue o f-yaidbaleowastSpotl® par valuieof its 260-yard
hole was 4. Gordon and Blake pretended that they had determined the par scores for these
holes, but they had actually accorded these holes Bogey scores, merely replacing the word

o

~Bogey° amcaurantwdired ~par .
In 1898, the concept of a Bogey score was all they knew.

This was the situation at the Ottawa Golf Club when the Ottawa Citizen introduced the course to

readers in September of 1899.For each hol e, a  palr90yadspae4;2 was pul
440 yards par 6; 3410 yards par 5 or 6; 4 175 yards par 4; 5 260 yards par 4; 6 210 yards par

4; 7 260 yards par 4; 8 250 yards par 4; 9 275 yards par 5; 260 yards par 4; 11 175 yards par

4; 12 350 yards par 5; 18 165 yards par 3 (Ottawa Citizen, 26 September 1899, p. 6).

But we can see several instances where what was presented was not the par score but the
Bogey score. The par value of the 440-yard 2" hole was 5, not 6. The par value of the 275-yard
9" hole was 4, not 5. The par value of the 165-yarf 18" hole was technically 4, not 3. Like
Gordon and Blake in Toronto, the Ottawa Citizen reporter did not understand the concept of par

and simply introduced the au courantwor d  par ° fwereBsgeysoores t hat

A question | cannot resolve i s wheOttawar etphhe tvea red
initiative, or whether a Club member introducedtheword par °© t o twheeexpl@nmgr t er

the nature of the course to him.

Butperhapsther e i s a hi 1899 method in deeerm@ihgmihadthe reporter calls

~ par v Hisrepersthafthe par score for the 410-yard 3“ holewas ~ 5 wag probably a
legacy of Club debate about the proper Bogey score for this hole. Note that there was no
guestion in par theory about what the par value of a 410-yard hole might be: it was 5. It could
not be ke Gordon d@hd Blakelin Toronto, however, the Ottawa Golf Club seems to
have voted occasionally to allow Colonel Bogey (at least under certain conditions) to take 6

strokes on a 410-yard hole.
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The Globe reporter who described play during the 1899 Canadian Amateur Golf Championship
tournament says of playonthe3h ol ed t hat Browml amrd GinlGbkes Biog ey °
[Toronto], 30 September 1899, p. 25). | suspect that this reporter reflected in his reference to

the ~Bogey° §holethelanguage bfBagey3cores that he had heard being used

by most Club members.

In Ottawa Golf Club minutes, in fact, we have a record of the ExecutiveCo mmi t t ee®s vote t

establish the Bogey Scores for the 1901 season (see below).

Figure87 Minutes, Executive Committee, Ottawa Golf Club, 1P@btograph supplied by Jennifer Mirs&lyair, Heritage
Committee, Royal Ottawa Golf Club. Email to the author, 14 February 2026.

The Ottawa Colf Club maintained its affection for Bogey scores well after it moved to its Aylmer

Road course. In 1905, for instance the course was accorded a Bogey score of 84 and one finds

no reference to a par score. Indeed, the competition committee calculated over 250 handicaps

in relation to the Bogey score, begi nning with Col. Bogey, offici
(Ottawa Journal, 11 May 1905, p. 2). The member accorded the lowest handicap was A.Z.

Palmer: 2.

Obviously, since each golf club established its own Bogey score according to its own lights, golf

courses of similar length could have widely divergent Bogey scores. And so, the handicaps of
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players calculated at a course with a generous bogey score would be lower than the handicaps
of players with the same ability whose handicaps were calculated at a course with a more
stringent bogey score. This fact was not a problem when each golf club kept to itself, or when
matches between golf clubs pitted players against each other at scratch, but when handicap
matches involved players from different clubs handicapped according to the idiosyncratic Bogey

score of each gol f c¢l| ulesstedthemselvee, probl ems soon p

When golfers with handicaps based ont h e i r gendraudly®igh Bogey score competed
against golfers with handicaps based ont h e i r moré stribg®rgly low Bogey score, there
was significant inequity 2 as well as embarrassment and hard feelings. Golfers of the same
ability faced each other with significant disparity in their handicaps; golfers of significantly

different abilities faced each other with the same handicap. As W.L. Watson observed:

Let a man have a handicap, however small, and he can finesse it a little, explaining, if it
be 2, for example, that after all it is 2 at

Everybody knows Mudbury and c¢ aand-iampem.ecplaae®e t h.
does not betoken deadly accuracy over a course where a long second shot is for the
most part demanded.

But the moment the word scratch®°® is attached
Mudbury®° | oses half its force, for ~scratch?° |
with it a claim that admits of no abatement.

As a consequence, the Mudbury champion gets s
day arrives when he leaves his beloved Mudbury and journeys to the Longcarry links,

where the hazards cannot be dodged, but must be fairly driven; where the grass is

unfamiliar, the tee-sand of strange quality, the caddies contemptuous, and the putting

greens billowy.

Behold, he is scratch no longer; nay, he is not within nine strokes of it.

Al'l that he can pretend to is | ocal scratch,
him and he of it, he stands as a monumental warning of a wronglyframed bogey score,
a defective standard of handicapping, and probably a short and badly laid out course.

(Golf [New York], vol 5 no 6 [December 1899], pp. 397-98)
Many agreed with Watson that what was needed was a system of handicapping that would make
handicaps calculated at Mudbury equitable with handicaps calculated at Longcarry. Rather than
tolerating inaccuracies and inequities produced by allowing each club to establish its own Bogey
score according to the ability of its best player (who might not be very good), and perhaps

according to the egos of its most influential players (who would not countenance a hole being
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accorded a Bogey score that they could not match), should golf clubs not agree to apply

universal criteria in determining the scores to be used for determining handicaps?

The answerwould be  y ¢ but debate raged for years whether the par score or some sort of

universalized Bogey score should be used for calculating handicaps.

And so, until the mid-twentieth century, many scorecards indicated Bogey scores side-by-side
with par scores. Often, of course, the Bogey score for a hole and its par score were the same,
but the Bogey score for a course was often 10 strokes higher than its par score. Also
complicating matters was the fact that seeking greater accuracy and fairness in calculating
handicaps, some golf clubs calculated par scores in increments of half strokes 2 as at Royal
Ottawa in 1912 (see below).

Figure88 Royal Ottawa Golflub scorecard 1912. Image courtesy of Ross Heuchan.

Eventually, as we know, Colonel Bogey, who once set the standard of proper golf, had to accept

the ignominy that his score for any hole came to be regarded as one over par for that hole.
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Oh how the mighty had fallen!

For a more detailed and comprehensive discussion of the relationship between bogey and par,
see my essay Ottawa Golf and the Bogey Man: How the Ottawa Golf ClubBecame the First to

Bring Colonel Bogey to North America (on my website at donaldjchilds.ca).
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Course Length

The 18-hole playing length of the course in 1897 was 4,507 yards.

This was a proper distance for 18-hole championship play at that time. Note thatin 1896, the

U.S. Openwas played on the 4,400-yard 18-hole course of the Shinnecock Hills Golf Club.

Lengthened in advance of the Canadian Amateur championship held on the Chelsea Linksin the
last week of September of 1899, the course officially measured 5,002 yards at that time (its
Bogey score being 79 or 81, depending on whether the 3/16" hole was accorded a Bogey

score of 5 or 6).

In 1899, 5,002 yards constituted a proper length for a test of championship golf. For the 1899
US Open at the Baltimore Country Club, for instance, the USGA had Willie Davis modify the
course so that by moving tee boxes back, the length could be stretched out to a maximum of
5,400 yards. Its actual playing length during the competition was probably slightly shorter than
this.

Note also that for the 1899 championship tournament, the Chelsea Links may have played
slightly longer than 5,002 yards. Inlisting the distance of each hole during tournament week,
reporters for the Ottawa Citizen, Toronto Star, and Toronto Globe provided slightly different
yardages for the length of certain holes: taking the longest yardage reported for each hole, one

finds that the course may have played at about 5,100 yards in length.

There was an apocryphal account of the Chelsea Links, emerging after the club had moved to

its present site, that claimed the course was longer than 5,002yards2 t he hol es varying
length from 160 to 470 yards, [flor a total length of nearly 5,200 yards for a complete round of

ei ght e e fOttéwa Joarsal, 10 September 1904, p. 15).

I find no reference before this to a 470-yard hole, mind you, nor, indeed, reference to any hole
longer than 440 yards. And it is surprising to see above a claim that the shortest hole on the
Chelsea Links had been 160 yards, for the Toronto Evening Star had reported at the 1899
Canadian Amateur Golf Championship thatthere were three 154-yard holes and Newman had

earlier reported that the 1897 course had two holes that were 153 yards in length. So there is
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reason to doubt the accuracy of the claim above about a 5,200-yard course with holes from 160

to 470 yards in length.

124



Course Records

By definition, the first course record was established by the lowest official score on the first day

of play on the new course: Saturday, 2 May 1896. The tournament that day was a handicap

competition amongst thirteen men. 16-year-old Rex Watters shotthe lowest gross score: 100

(Ottawa Daily Citizen, 4 May 1896, p. 3). The relatively high scores on that first day of play were

attributed to bad conditions on the veryyoungcourse: ~ The greens weraed somewhe
interfered with t heOttawa DailyeCitizen 4 May 1866, p 3). Fwelve Days (

later, A.Z. Palmer and Alexander Simpson eachrecorded scores of 97 (Ottawa Journal, 15 May

1896, p. 6).

One year later, in May of 1897, E.C. Grant, whohad scored so badly on the first day of play the

year before that he did not hand in his scorecard, established a course record of 81.

| note that when Gr a nreo®rd score was published in Golf (New York) by editor Newman, it
was describedas™ t h e a mat e2uhrasingtitabnmrayirhply that there was a different
professional record, probably lower than 81. If so, this record would presumably have been
established by Joseph Baizana, the only golf professional known to have played the Chelsea
Links between 1896 and 1898.

The course record for the lengthened Chelsea Links that hosted the Canadian Amateur Golf
Championship in September of 1899 was established by 1898 champion George Lyon during a

practice round with Ot t a wa &<. Palmenand eventual winner Vere Brown:

The links are in grand order o,

Lyon is doing extremely well and stands a good chance of
holding on to the cup for another year.

The course covers 5,002 yards, the record for which is 82.

In a threesome with Palmer and Brown the day before the

tournament, Lyon played a star game and broke the record
by two strokes, going round in 80.

The tees were longer, too, than when the 82 score was
made, which goes still further to

Figure89 George S. Lyon besid (Toronto Evening Star, 28 September 1899, p. 1).
the trophy for his 1904 Olympic
victory.
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The claim in the newspaper item above thattherecordwas 82 bef or esuggegste n®s r oun

that Grant® score of 81 in May of 1897 had somehow been forgotten.
And just what score Lyon made is not clear. Was the score 80, as indicated above, or 79?

An Ottawa Journal reporter observed: as G.S. Lyon, of theRosedale Club, Toronto, covered the

course in 79 strokes 2 an excellent performance 2 it will be seen by this that the present

champion is playing in fine form and that he will make a strong bid for the championship this

y e a Ottawa(Journal, 28 September 1899, p. 3). A report in the Ottawa Citizen also said the

number was 79:  Mr. Lyon pl ay evibnday, doimguhe 88 helest h  Mr .
in 79, thus making a new record for the course. The previous record, 82, was held by Percy

Tayl or of OfthewanGitizen, 87 Septe(ber 1899, p. 6).

Gr a nt i®$8978mhy have been discounted because the course then was 500 yards shorter

than the 1899 course.

Just before the Chelsea Links were abandoned at the end of the 1903 season,A.Z. Palmer

played an exceptional round on a course that now consisted of nine holes. Palmer had played

remarkably poor golf at the end of October to lose the Club championship with a closing round

of 98, prompting an expression of surprise in a local newspaper because  Mr . Pal mer had m
a round t he daGttawa dotiroat, 29 Octaber 7993, p. %).

I can find no information about medal scores made
Most of the Club®s competitions describedandi n t he
so total scores were not reported, and scores for handicap competitions that were mentioned in

the newspapers were never reported.
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Flags Flying

We recall that as one approached the clubhouse along the Chelsea Road, the first glimpse of the

building revealed a flag flying above the main entrance: Passing t hrough Hull , we
ourselves on the Chelsea Road where, half a mile beyond in a slight curve in the road, through
an avenue of overhanging el ms, we see flying from

(Ottawa Journal, 15 October 1898, p. 12).

This flag was presumably the one donated to the Club by women members in 1894 when the
clubhouse at the corner or Russell and Osgoode was relocated (o move it several yards to the
east so it would not interfere with the opening of a new street). During this move, the clubhouse

was expanded and a flagpole was added:

Improving the Golf House
The improvements to the new golf clubhouse are now about to be completed.

A new wing has been added and the entire structure moved off the street line on to a
lot given the club by Mr. C. Magee. The club now have ample accommodation and
have putin a fine bath and wash room.

A handsome flagpole has been erected and the ladies intend presenting the club with a
handsome flag.

(Ottawa Journal, 30 April 1894, p. 5)
There is no indication as to who might have been the Ottawa GolfCl ub ®s Bet sy Ross.

At the Chelsea Links, there were other flags of more practical

consequence.

At the Sandy Hill course, the putting holes were not marked
by flagpoles. As was usual at that time, the holes were
marked by steel poles with rectangular or circular numbered

metal plates welded to the top of them, as seento the left in a

sketch of play on the Sandy Hill 9" green in in the summer of

1893. Standing to the left of the golfer who is about to pultt,

Figure90 At Sandy Hill, aaddie holds the
metal hole marker while a player putts.  the caddie holds the hole marker upside down in his right

Enlarged detail from "Putting at the 9th

Hole" Collier's Weekly Magazingol 11 nc hand, waiting to replace itinthehole.” | n each hol e, °
45 (September 1893), p. 4.

according to E.dawhit@diskmloytsix i s pl ace
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inches square, on a pointed stick about eighteen inches long, and which the caddy boy removes

and replaces again &fotldn ee ®csh Wemlkd &y Margarrzt ne

, As can be seen in the photograph to the left, the
Perth Golf Club, with which the Ottawa Golf Club
competed in the early 1900s, used a similar version

of these metal hole markers.

But by at least 1899, the Ottawa Golf Club had

switched flagpoles.

We know of this change only because a flagpole

figured in the dramatic conclusion to an early round

Figure91 At the PerthGolf Club, an unidentified
woman putts on the 9th green in the early 1900s.  match in the 1899 Canadian Amateur Golf

Championship held on the Chelsea Links:

The best contested match of the day was that between Gillespie of Quebec and Baxter
of Rosedale.

They were even at the end of the round, when the latter should have won the match,
but he missed a short putt and only halved it.

They played an extra hole and Gillespie won by his ball hitting the flag pole on his third
and lying dead when he won by 1 up on the nineteenth hole.

(Globe [Toronto], 28 September 1899, p. 9)

We seeto the left

TS

Ffes a flagpole in the

: corner of one of
the flat square
greens built on
the Aylmer Road
course in 1903
by Chelsea Links
greenkeeper
John Fuller. It

|
y
il
|
|

Figure92 Left: undated photograph, circa 1904,a@fe of the new greens of the tom Bendelow col
on the Aymer road. Right: undated photograph of an early 1900s award ceremony dhgheeti of

the Caledonia springs golf course. flagpole brought

may well be a
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over in 1904 from the Chelsea Links. Itresembles the bamboo flagpole (seen above right) used
at the Caledonia Springs golf course, where Ottawa Golf Club professional William Divine (and

son-in-law of John Fuller) was hired in the spring of 1904 after he was replaced by John Oke.

One wonders whether hole numbers were printed on the flags at the Chelsea Links and whether

a Club logo might have been printed on them.
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Where Were the Holes?

In chapters that follow, | will discuss in detail what we know about each of the 13 holes that
made up the Chelsea Links. At this point, however, since we have no map showing the location
of these golf holes, | briefly outline how what we know about the holes allows us to construct a

provisional (at times speculative) map of the layout.

We know that the first hole departed from a tee north of the clubhouse and ran further north

alongside the Chelsea Road for about 300 yards.

Between the 1% fairway and the Chelsea Road (which was left or west of the 1% fairway), there
must have been at least a 50-yard wide space to accommodate the 2" tee and the 3™ green, for
we know that golfers drove west over the Chelsea Road and then played uphill for about 400
yards to the Fair View estate. Then golfers turned around and drove east, playing downhill for

about 400 yards 2 playing an approach shot back over the Chelsea Road.

| r w ipain@ng of this area (seen below) shows golfers on the 3" hole playing this approach
shot back over the Chelsea Road. They stand near the junction of Chelsea Road and Mountain

road. Their backs are to the 2™ hole, which ran parallel to the 3" hole in the opposite direction.

wooden fence..
NORTH -z

: ‘_,.,":':5:3 ﬁ':lehstor;e' wall hazard WEST

Figure93 Annotated version of Royal Ottawa's undated . Irwinpaining of the Brigham Hall clubhouse.

The 2" and 3 holes were the only ones played across the Chelsea Road.
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The eleven other holes were in the fields east of the Chelsea Road and three of these holes (in
whole or part) were east of the CPR tracks which ran on a north-south axis across the golf

course about 400 yards below the clubhouse.

The 8" and 10" holes were the only holes played across the CPR tracks The 8" crossed the
tracks from west to east to the edge of Lac Leamy at the northeast corner of the property, the
drive being the shot that crossed the tracks. The 10" crossed the tracks from east to west at the

southeast corner of the property, the second shot being the one that crossed the tracks.

The 7" hole paralleled the CPR tracks, running from south to north. The 9" hole ran the same

distance in the opposite direction on the east side of the CPR tracks.

I n the diagram of the c¢l| ubhous eabautdhe Ghalpeahinks, ng Hor s

the green shown north of the clubhouse shed and offices was presumably the 18" green.
The information summarized above about holes 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 18is virtually certain.

Below, | show how this information translates onto the 1887 map of this area produced by Snow.
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Figure94Annotated detail from Snow's 1887 map.

Attention to the information plotted on the map above allows reasonable inferencesto be drawn

as to where other tees and greens were located.

Since to play an 18-hole championship round required replaying holes 1 to 5 after completing

the 12" hole, it is likely that Ricketts placed the 12" green relatively close to the 1% tee. We know
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also thatin 1899, a player sliced his approach shot to the 12" green through the door of the
rooflessbarn2pr obabl y t he open dondated ghieting ofthegbdrn.i n | r wi n ®s

And to facilitate the playing of the 18" hole after the replaying of holes 1to 5 as 13 to 17,

Ricketts is likely to have place the 5"/17™ green relatively close to the 18" tee.

Sincewe knowf r om t he di agram accompthatthe 18'"greenevgs®s 1898 a
located between the clubhouse outbuildings and the roofless barn, we can infer that the

approximately 160-yard shot to reach this green was likely to have been played from east to

west. And so, the 18" tee was probably located about 160 yards east of the clubhouse and north

of the stone fence and elm tree marking the north end of the paddock (which are never

described as being involved in play on the golf course).

I r wiunuaiesl painting of the roofless barn may indicate the location of the 15t and 12" greens,

as well as the 6" tee.

possibly the new Brigham
Street built in 1903 running
along the north side of the
clubhouse from Chelsea Rd

east to the limestone quarry SOUTH v

ey 2 NOR' : > 23 z SRSy,
N - ) > | . | « [ L - + 38

Figure95 Annotated version df NJ paifiifgeof the roofless barn. | mark the hypothetical positions of greens 1 (where tv
players putt after two shots to the greéthe shotamarked in red), 12 (approached from the north), and 5 (also approache
from the north). | presume that the two golfers on the left margin of the painting are playing front tlee 6in the
background, marked by a purple line, | mark the flight of the ball on théha. Along the right margin of the painting | ma
the likely positionsf the 2dtee and 3 green along the east side of the Chelsea Road.

I mark on the painting above what may be the position of the 6" tee near where the 5" green is

likely to have located (so as to be close to the 18" tee).
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And we know that the 6™ green was probably close to the 7" tee (the position of which was
along the CPR track about 300 yards south of Brigham Street). If the position of the 6" tee
above is correct, then we know the 6™ hole proceeded from west to east (downhill from the tree

seen in the painting above to the CPR tracks).

We know that holes 5 and 6 played across swampy ground. The 6" hole was even named

~Swamp. °

Perhaps revealed by the 1933 aerial photograph shown below is the swampy area in question. |

draw on this photograph the likely location of the 6" hole and the 7'" tee.

ubhduse . ‘ 2 : :
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Figure96 Annotated detail from 1933 aerial photograplational Air Photo Library (Canada). A4572. Photo nol &dtline in
blue what may be a swampy area. Because th&®2 t S g a y I Y 9 &awithe Bl0sHire in ke shapé of a horses
to draw attention to the possibility that from a certain perspective, ldasl may have struck golfers assemblinga horseshoe

The 11" tee would have been close to the 10" green. And so the 6" green, 7" tee, 10" green,
and 11" tee were probably all in the same general area, with the 11" fairway running in the

general direction of the 12 tee.
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Similarly, the 4™ hole would have run in the general direction of the 5™ tee.

See below a complete diagram of the layout as suggested by the information and analysis

presented above.

Figure97 Annotated version of the 1887 Snow map.

According to my reconstruction of the Chelsea Links layout, there would have been a walk of
about 200 yards from the 3" green to the 4" tee. Since in Sandy Hill there was a walk of about
500 yards from the 4" green to the 5" tee and then a walk of about 1,000 yards from the 9"
green back to the clubhouse, the Club may not have baulked at all when Ricketts proposed a

200-yard walk from the 3™ green to the 4" tee.
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